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LETTER XXVIII. 

Stirling, August 18. 

Dear Madam, 

\Lhis town has fot many ages beisn dis« 
tinguished in the records of history, as 
well as justly admired for the romantic 
][)eauty of its situation. The site of the 
castle is a bold elevation of columns of 
basaltes ; it is singularly magnificent. 
These natural pillars seem formed on 
purpose to support the massy building, 
whose heavy battlements and antique 
towers give an air of much ^andeur to 
the castle. 

The esplanade, leading to the ram- 
parts, commands an extent of prospect 
far surpassing Windsor, of which we 
proudly boast. 

TOL. II. B 
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O grander far than Windsor's brow ! 
And sweeter too, the rale below, 
Whar "Forth 's unrivalFd windings fk)w 

Through varied grain. 
Bright'ning, I ween, wi' glittering glow, 

Strevliaa's plain ! 

There raptur'd trace, (enihron'd on high) 
The landscape stretching on the e'e« 
Prae Grampian heights down to the sea— 

(A daz^Ung view) 
Corn, meadow, mansion, water, tree. 

In varying hue* 

There mark wi* ardour keen, 

The skelloch * bright mang corn sae green ; , 

The purple pea and speckled bean, 

A fragrant store ; 
And vessels sailing morn and e*en 

To Stirling shore. 

Aad Shawpark gUt In e'-eaing rays. 
And Embro' castle distant grey, t 
^M' Alva scr^en*d near Aichil brae, 

Mang grove and bower ! 
' And rich Clackmannan rising gay 

Wi* wood aftd tower. 

U aCTplfe M A CITE it«t • 

* Wild mustard* . 
t Edinburgh castle, 35 miles distant, sPen from 'Stir* 
ling castle. 
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Such is Mr. Macneill's poetical de- 
scription, by no means too highly co- 
loured, for so rich a diversity of landscape 
I have rarely beheld j and the sylvan 
beauty of the vale, is finely contrasted 
by the magi:iificent range of mountains 
which bound the scene, considerably 
heightened by the sweet ^ serenity of a 
summer's evening, when, 



■— i Oare the \vester\i cliffs sac wild, 
O Lomonil's height, 
The sun in setting glory smii'd, 

Wi' purple light. 

ILMAcyjBiiL. 

The town of Stirling was erected into 
a royal borough by king David I. about 
1150, and is now ranked the fifth b^ 
rough in Scotlaijid in. point jpf antiquity. 

The castle of Stirliiag, called Gi^tr^2* 
SUvileuse^ was in the twelfth century 
spoken of as aplacetif great importance,, 
and one of the strongest fortress^ in the, 
kingdom* It did not become a royal re- 
sidence until the house of Stuart mountejl 
B 2 ' 
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the throne ; and it was from different 
princes of his family that it recjeived the 
additions which brought it to its present 
form. It was the place of James the 
Second's nativity, who often resided in it 
after he came to the crown. The royal 
apartments were at that period in' the 
north-west corner of the castle ; and in 
a closet (which I was shewn by Captain 

F , and which still goes by the name 

of Douglas room) James II. stabbed 
William, Earl of Douglas, in direct vio- 
lation of a writ of safety which he had ' 
granted him. Some years since a scull 
and bones of more than common size, 
were found in digging up the ground 
under the above-mentioned closet-win- 
dow, they were put into a shot-locker, 
and buried by Mr. Murray, the present 
armourer of the castle, under the gate of 
the Stockade which encompasses the 
magazine. James III. contracting a pe- 
culiar fondness for the castle, erected 
several structures to it, besides repairing • 
and embellishing those which had fallen 
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into decay. He built a large hall, which 
was considered in those days, a noble 
and magnificent fabric ; it is still entire 
and goes by the name of the Parliament 
House, having been intended for the ac- 
commodation of that supreme court, as 
well as for other important purposes. It 
was covered with an oaken roof, of ex- 
quisite workmanship, and full of carvings 
wpon the wood according to the taste of 
that time.* He also erected a college 
for secular priests, and raised for their 
accommodation a building which he 
called the chapel royal, t and which waa 

♦ This elegant roof, being too valuable to escape 
a contractor's cy^', it was condemned; and the pre- 
sent one erected. 

t To procure fund^for the suppprt of a dean, pre- 
bends, and 8 numerous band of singers, musicians, 
and other officers, he suppressed the priory of Cold« 
ingham, and endowed the chapel with the revenues ; 
a circumstance which produced the rebellic^n that 
shortly iafterwards occasioned th6' tragical* death of 
that mild and unfortunate n^onarch. 

iU ^ry's History of Great Britaiit. 

He resided much at the castle of Stirling, where 
He indulg(d hi& taste for architecture, music, and 
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demolished by James VI. in 1594, who 
erected in the same spot the present 
chapel, as appears by the date over the 
entrance, for the baptism of his son 
Prince Henry. 

James V. was crowned in the castle of 
Stirling, and the palace, which is the 
chief ornament of it, was erected by that 
prince. 

A strong battery pointing to the bridge 
6ver the Forth, was built during the re- . 
gency of Mary Lorrain, mother to Queen 
Mary ; it is called the French battery ; 
probably from having been constructed 
by engineers of that nation. The last 
additions were made in the reign of. 
Queen Anne ; formerly they reached no 
farther than the old gate on which the 
flag-staff now stands. 

Mary Queen of Scots was crowned in 

other elegant arts, little cultivated and improved in 
those unenlightened and barbarous ages* He was 
murdered in the village of Bannockburn, after the 
battle in which his ton the Duke of Rothsuy took 
arms against bis lather.-**lloBfcaTsoN. 
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this castle on the fourth of September ^ 
1543^ in presence of the three estates ok' 
parliament, with vast pomp and cere- 
mony ; and her son James VI. soon after 
his birth, was conveyed here and bap< 
tized the 15tb December, A. D. 1566, 
with much solemnity. After the resig- 
nation of his motlier Queen Mary, in 
156T, a respectable body of nobility, 
barons, and burgesses, met at Stirling on 
the 29th of July, and placed the crown 
on the head of her son James, then about 
thirteen months old* The famous John 
Knox preached in the town church on 
this occasion. His pulpit still remair.s, 
and is shewn. In the spring of the year 
131 S, Edward Bruce, brother to king 
Robert, laid siege to this castle, but on 
account of the vigorous defence made 
by Sir Philip Mowbray, the governor, 
he found himself obliged to abandon the 
enterprise. After the great victory at 
Bannockburn, Stirling surrendered to 
Robert, who treated the garrison with 
a humanity of which none of the Ed- 
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wards had given an example. In 1S29 
death deprived Scotland of the great 
Robert Bruce, who, by his valour, had 
recovered the independency of his coun- 
try, and by his wisdom had preserved 
entire its whole political &bric. 

When General Monk reduced the 
e^^stle in 1651, he became master of the 
principal registers of the kingdom, which, 
on the surrender of the castle of Edin- 
burgh the year before, had been carried 
to Stirling. He sent them by Cromwell's 
orders to be lodged in the Tower of 
London, where they remained until the 
Restoration of Charles, when, by order 
of that monarch, they were packed up 
in a great number of hogsheads, to be 
tarried to Scotland, but the ship being, 
cast away in a storm, they were all ir- 
recoverably lost. In 1806, the pre- 
sent government turned its eyes towards 
Stirling as a most centrical situation, and 
caused the rocky ground in front to be 
formed into an esplanade, and lately re- 
paired the towers, ending them in a cas- 
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tellated form, which gives equal effect 
of strength and beauty. 

The castle is now a military station, 
and converted into barracks for the sol- 
diers. 



SI. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Perth, August 19. 

This part of Scotland is considered 
very rich and lovely ; and it is not with- 
out truth, for the stage from .CriefF to 
Perth is extremely picturesque and beau- 
tiful. 

At three miles distance from Stirling, 
on the water of Alloa (a small clear ri- 
ver) I passed through the ancient town 
of Dunblane. The venerable remains 
of the fine cathedral are beautifully seated 
on a high bank overlooking the town. 
This structure was founded by KingDavid 
in 1142 J the greater part is in a ruinous 
state, except the choir, which is used as a 
parochial church. Dr. Robert Leighton, 
who was created Bishop of Dunblane in 
1662, bequeathed his library for the use 
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of the clergy of the diocese of Dun- 
blane, witli funds to support it. 

Travelling through the romantic plains 
of Stratherne, with theOchiels stretching 
to the left, and the dark and more preci- 
pitous Grampians extending beyond 
them,' I arrived at Crieff, sweetly situated 
at the foot of these hills. The scenery 
to the left, within a mile of the town, is 
most happily diversified and picturesque, 
looking towards Locherne head,whereare 
many pretty woody banks rising one above 
another on the borders of the meandering 
and sparkling Erne, which rolls its lim- 
pid waters through the valley. 

Crieff, on a near approach^ is as pretty 
as it looKs at a distance. The hou&^s 
have an air of neatness and comfoi-t which 
I have not before observed, and the wo- 
men are cleaner and better drest. Few 
(even the young ones) were without shoes » 
and stockings* The little boys were, 
mostly attired in a tartan jacket, the 
Highland kilt, ind Scotch bonilet. 

Not far from the rural village of Meth-, 
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ven is Lednock, where are to be seen 
the graves of Bessy Bell* and Mary 
Grey, whose singular history furnished the 
subject of the celebrated song written by 
Allen Ramsay. 

O Bessy Bell and Mary Grey, 
They were twa bonny lasses, 

They biggit a bov^^r on yon burn brae, 
And tkicket it o'er wi' rushes/* 

On my arrival at Perth, it was my in- 

* The traditioA if/ ** that Bessy BcU was the 
(laughter of the I^irdof Kincaid, and Mary Grey 
the daughter of the Laird of Lednock. Being near 
neighbours a great intimacy 5ubsisted between the 
young ladies. AVhen they were togethoK^at Lednock, 
iu the year r645, ^he plague broke ^out, to avoid 
\ihicb they retired to this roDAatitic spot* called 
Mum Bra€9^ on the estate of Lednock, where they 
lived for some time, but afterwards caught the infec- 
tion frunoi a young gentleman an admirer of both » 
who came to visit them in their solitude. Here they 
^edy and were buried iat some distance ffom their 
bower» near a beautiful bank of the river Almond* 
Major Berry^ the liUe proprietor of Led^ock^ in- 
dosed* with pioQs care, the spot of ground, and con« 
secrated it to the memory df these famed and amiable 
friends.'^— Statistical AcCQVMT or Scoo'Lakd. 
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tention to have proceeded the next morn- 
ing to Aberdeen, but jny plan was set 
aside by the request to join an old friend 
at Pitcaithley Wells. This small sum- 
mer J retreat is conducted on the same 
plan as Malvern and Harrowgate. It is 
five miles hence, and lies at the foot of a 
range of hills perfectly sequestered from 
the world. ^ t 

There are two houses to which the 
company resort. The Well House^ where 
the waters are drank, and baths; the 
other is Pitcaithley House, an old man- 
sion, half a mile from the Wells, consi^ 
dered the genteelest, and is the most fre* 
quented; but from what I saw of the 
Well House, I would give it the prefer* 
ence, from the superior appearance it 
has of cleanness and order. There is a 
public sitting-room for the visitors, and a 
public dining-room, with single , bed-^ 
chambers. 

At the Wells we sat down four and 
twenty to dinner ; the number here ac- 
commodated does not exc;eed thirty. Thei 
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table is excellent, and the company 
seemed to be on social and pleasant 
terms with each other. The amusements 
consist in walking to the Wells to drink 
the waters, riding, dancing, and music ; 
' there is a piano-forte kept for the conve,- 
nience of the company. The short dis- 
tance from Perth affords the use of a pub- 
lic library, and the letters are delivered 
here every day. The mineral waters 
are considered of great efficacy in scor- 
butic cases ; but the company appear to 
resort herfe more fo€ pleasure than for 
medicine. 

On one of the hills adjacent to Pit* 
caithl^ ther* is to be seen a sifigular 
druidica!^ curiosity called tht rocking 
Stone.* 

* As it is a^ very- hard whin-stone, its -weight, 
reckoning the aibjcal foot at eight stones three 
pounds*, nDay be reckoned to be 41S>&tpnes 5 pounds,* 
or within 30 pounds of three tons. It touches the 
rock on which it rests i>n1y fn one liue, whith is in 
the $aRie p^ane with the level diago&aly and its lower 
surface is convex towards the extreme corners, and 
withdrawing the pressure alternattly, a rocking mo- 
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The use of the rocking stones, or creed 
of our ancestors concerning them, is well 
expressed by Mason :-*- 

> ** Behold yon huge 

And unhewn sphere of living adamanr, 
Which, poised by magic, rests its cenlrar weight 
On yonder pointed rock. Firm as it seems. 
Such rs its strafnge and virtuous property, 
It moves obsequiously to the gentlest touch 
Of him whose breast is pure ; but to a traitor, 
* Though even a giaiit's prowess nervM his arm, 
It stanth'as finft as Snowdon !*' 

Caractacvs, 

; This ordeal was made subservient to 
the defi^hs of the druidical priests who 
conducted it 

tfcn is produced, \?hicb rtiay be increased so much 
t4i«t 4he distance between ^* lowest depression and 
tbe bigboftt elevmtiun is Mi i, fbou When the pres- 
siA-e is wholly withdraw!), the fttond wiU continue to 
roqk tili it h^made twenty-si.x or more vibrations, 
from one side to another, before it settles in its natu- 
ral horizontal position, fiul the lower side of the 
stone and the surface of tlie rock on which it rests, 
appears to be wdrn stod rbagbetied by mutukl^frie- 
twp. 

Supentitiou^ regand is paid to them* and aone ven- 
ture to remove them into the corn iields. 
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LETTER XXX. 



Dunkeldy August 21. 

I HAD long entertained a wish to visit 
Dunkeld, and find in- my native place a 
melancholy pleasure in viewing scenes 
hitherto unknown to me. There is a 
romantic air attached to every Hij^hland 
spot, different from any other, and this 
one is singularly beautiful. Hie village 
is encircled in lofly hills, < crowned to 
their summits with dark woods, of the 
most luxuriant growth, sweeping into 
the pellucid and lovely Tay. All the 
rivers in Scotland, as I before remarked^ 
have a liveliness peculiar to themselves. 

Dunkeld is seated on the north side of 
the Tay, and now accesible from Inver- 
ness by a noble bridge, built by the 
Duke of Athol, which gives an air of 
importance, as well as beauty, to this 
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little busy town. One or two new streets 
are now erecting, and several trades and 
manu&ctories are here in a flourishing 
state. One of linen is carried on to a 
considerable extent* There are two dis* 
tilleries, a turnery, and several thousand 
pairs of shoes, I am told, are annually 
made herie, and sent to London and 
Edinburgh. There are some societies 
established for the benefit of the poor j 
and a spirit of benevolence, courtesy, 
and cheerful industry, appears to cha- 
racterize the inhfkbitants of this High- 
land retreat. 

. It is admitted^ my dear Madam, that 
there is in every mind^ local attachment 
to the place of one's birth. Here I expe- 
rienced a pensive sensation in recalling 
the scenes of infant years. The mingled 
association of ideas, the awakened powers 
of early impressions, with the unavoid- 
able reflections of the moment, all pressed 
upon my mind as I walked over the 
ground for the first time, where all my 
Other's family, during more than a cen- 
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tury, had lived highly respected and 
beloved. Wh^n I wandered to th« 
pretty white house of my venerable 
grand&ther, and entered the paternal 
roof under which I first drew breath) 
tod knew that all those in ^hose bosoms 
I was fondly cherished^ have long slept 
in their peaceful graves, then did 

** Remembrance wake with all her busy train, 

• SweH at aiy breast, and turned the past to pain.*' 

Few circumstances lead us more seri- 
ously to dwell on the tranedtoriness of 
human life, than that of visiting, after a 
lapse of years, the place of our nativity, 
and finding half its formei' inhabitants 
passed away, aijd only a few aged per- 
sons remaining, whose faithful memory 
supplies the void of long protracted ab- 
sence. Yet in this little town, I did see 
a few, who met me with " recollected 
« love.** 

But this is a subject, which is so widely 
uncoimected with my present plan, as to 
excite no interest in strangers j perhaps^ 
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therefore, an apology is due for intro- 
ducing it. Yet, if there be any, whose 
sensations have been similar to mincj^ 
from a similarity of circumstances, they 
will excuse it. 

Dismissing, however, every locd par- 
tiality to a place, Which the removal oi 
my family must make me now cotksidei' 
only as a stranger and a traveller, I must 
say, Dunkeld lies so beautifally scatterfed 
on the banks of the river, with iti^ ffaie 
bridge, lofty mountains, luxuriant and 
sombi'e looking woods, as to render it 
most attractive from its ' romantic situa- 
tion and picturesque scenery. 

Th^ gloom of Dunkeld seems to be 
suited to the mild, pious, and pensive 
character of the Athol Highlanders, who 
are a people very distinct, both from the 
more remote Highlanders, and from the 
ng^tives of the hftt country. 1 am told 
that their character, gentle and cour- 
teous, yet mingled witli a kind of sub- 
dued thoMghtfhlness, is much formed by 
their situation, th^ir 4^riguag6, their 
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poetry, and tlie beautiful yet solemn 
scenery of their country, together with 
their candour and local superstitions, suf- 
ficiently, nay strongly discriminate them 
from their low country neighbours* 

Though their valleys abound in all 
sylvan and pastoral beauty, their moun- 
tains are bare, and devoid of pasturage j 
and their country is. walled in by dis- 
tinct and almost impassable boundaries. 
Hence they are forced to be more sta- 
tionary than the interior Highlanders, 
who range during the summer over a wide 
extent of mountains, and removing to 
di^rent' habitations, at different seasons 
of the year, are enabled to indulge more 
of the wild peculiarities that marked the 
manners of their ancestors. 

The Athol Highlander is more: civiliz- 
ecl, more pioois, and has more of a gentle 
and interesting melancholy in his charac- 
ter. He is, like other aborigines of the 
mountains, superstitious ; but his super- 
stitions are all akin ta devotion, and cal- 
culated rather to strengthen his moral 
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feelings.. Visions of terror he sometimes 
sees, but they all convey some salutary 
warning, or impress his mind with a 
sense of immortality. You may long and. 
vainly argue on the separate existence of 
the itnmortal spirits to a person, who has 
no comprehensiou of abstracted reason- 
ing. A Highlander, however, if he 
does not comprehend these arguments, 
does not greatly need them. He knows 
that his deteased brother still lives, in 
the world of spirits, where the virtuous 
enjoy, and the wicked suffer. He has 
seen him gliding on a moon-beam, or 
heard his voice in the blast ; if he has not, 
his father,, or his grandfather has, and 
that to him conveys full conviction. He 
has a sensible assurance that the departed 
exist; and that assurance* has a greater 
power over his heart and imagination^ 
and a greater influence over his Ufe, thaii 
folios of argument. 

But to return to the scenery of I)un- 
keld ; it is greatly embellished by the 
Duke of AAol^s magnificent grounds. 
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which embrace a romantic combination 
of the sublime and beautiful. Inviting 
Walks arp formed on the borders of the 
Tay, which are overshadowed by high 
trees j and oil the opposite side of the 
river, the naked and rocky hills, which 
almost tpuch the heavens, give a gran- 
deur to these polished lawns and walks, 
which really exceed in beauty all descrip- 
tion. The hermitage, or what is called 
Ossian's Hall, is buried in trees, on an 
elevated situation, whisnce is seen the 
river Bran impetuously precipitating it- 
self through the declivities of the rocks, 
and forpiing a natural cascade. This fall 
is not so high as those on the Clyde ; yet 
when reflected by the various mirrors 
which* are placed in the hall, the effect 
is a.linbst magical. 

The hall of Ossian displays the Celtic 
bar4 s,tP|:ing spme of his heroic talejsto a 
group of females, who are listening to 
his strains. This picture, on being drawn 
as^de^ ^ifesents not a rustic temple, the 
reisidence, one would suppose, of the 
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wood nymphs, who haunt th^se shades ; 
but an elegant saloon, more appropriate 
to the fashionable females of a midnight 
city ball, than to such a rural place. 

His Grace of Athol, from residing 
much at Dunkeld, has contributed large.- 
ly to the improvement of this particular 
(^strict, and has planted above four thou- 
sand acres of ground. 

The cathedral, except the choir, which 
serves as the parish church, exhibits a 
fine ruin amidst the solemn scenery of 
woods and rocks. This cathedral was 
founded, and the edifice completed, by 
Bishop Sinclair. The body of the cathe^ 
dral is, in its style of architecture, sita* 
pie and elegant. The pillars are round, 
and two ranges of arches^ one above 
another, with a row of windows^. Bewn 
in number, fiH the nave of the ehucol^ 
and at the west end a magnrficeirt window 
appears.. The figure of a bishop^ witli 
his clrpzier and dress, still lies in a niche^ 
which has been cut out far it ; and a(; 
the gate of the church-yard there are 
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urnanieBtf ^ck'honnei^ ftf t&^cmm^ nbovtX'wixh ttkem 
in their bands. the hnnchefc of trcet. <Tli*:peo^ vk 
the neighbouihood stated, Bs^'tke fradilioQ. 4if t)m 
country^ that they wevedistingsisbed in thts^ aitda- 
tion. by the 9py^ vibam Maobeth bad atai^nenf tx> 
walieh their ao|i(Ni». He then bc^aa tp drspairy m 
consequence of the witdws > pisediotions^ who bad 
wanted km to beware '* l¥hm Binmm Wo9d should 
come bb BmmmaneJ* And when Mnioohn pneparcd 
to attack die cattle, where it waapnadyally defeased 
by the outer roeks, he intmadiately deserted^ aad 
flying ma up the opfK>sttB. hilU ptirsised by Macdqff; 
but iiidiiig i^ impoBsihle to escape^ he threw, hiaiqelf 
from the tep. of the hat% was kilied upon th<> uKks, 
mail iiuvied at the- Lamg Man*4 GramCf as it is called, 
iphieh i« still eaUanil. . H«e fas faom.it is the grouniki, 
idieie^ aocpidiog 40- lk» belief tef^bexeisBttiy. peoplei^ 
BaaqjBo wm iniinleMd% Such vKte the tradittoaa 
pnm iiv AoMghtpuBhaoii^j of B i m. ^w Caatfe. in 
\fl% Tlie«eaiiBr viU. hm matetwids slsuck wiihrihei 
iptriibiaaof betiaeen. tiiem» atidf^h^^felebratfdpb^, 
fJlici^Shakespearfowaidcfk on.tlaa i^story of Mbo* 
brib. 'Ebere ia^-cveiy rmMi jtoMUve tihatour^aefa 
drauMiitist waaoathe spol^ kuivelfc and.'WMiinapinid; 
Wktb.aucb. uaco{a«aoiipaetvciil)^(i9lKra^ fiioaiJiairinj^ 
licwed'tfae plaeety wkevei.thviaoetvn he<iitsw w^eea 
suppQsedfto ha«e beeoitnuisaoteKli In GuihsiaV Hiat 
leay eificatland, kitatated^ that, ^<«amio.]ifiM^Kipg: 
James desrted EKaabeth* to tend bM « «!alnp(|ii|u 06 
Eti^iish coaiedians.; wtthi wbI(;kvrei|acelt>!iMvcai]v< 



plied, afad James gave them a licence to act iu hts 
capital before Jiis court.*' I have great reason to 
think that the immortal Shakespear was ef the num- 
ber. We are told, that the play was actually exhibited 
at Perth, only a few miles from Duiisinane. It is 
extremely improbable thai the occurrences narrated 
by Shakespear, and the traditions of the country^ 
could have borne so strong a resemblance, unless he 
had gathered them on the spot himself ; the only ma- 
terial difference is, that, according to tradition^ Mac- 
beth threw himself from the top of the rock^ but it 
was more poetical as narrated by Sbaketpear-^his 
fal^g by the hands of Macduff» whom he had so 
greatly iniured.** 



C^ 
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LETTER XXXI. 



* Kenmore, August' 23. 

One great amusement resulting from 
a tour through Sfcotland is, that it gives 
the reflecting mind room to remark on 
the influence of local scenery, poetry, 
and music, on the provincial character. 
In every different part the traveller meets 
with a mountain, a brook, a ca^le, or a 
glen, consecrated in ^song, and so familiar 
to the natives, that the moet faintly warbled 
^air of the well known strain, brings it 
home to the heart, and along with it, the 
pictured semblance of the scene so dear 
to memory. Even the Bush aboon Tra- 
quair, and the Yellow Broom that glows 
along the Cowdenknows, awake, in a 
Scottish heart and eye, the throb of ten- 
derness, and the tear of fond remeM- 
brance, nurtured from infancy in the 
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love of song, of simple sOid pathetic 
strains^ reflecting back the beauties of 
the wild landscape, ^miliar to the heart, 
Qv spirit-stirring notes, such as the bugle- 
horn of their ancestors, resounded through 
the mountains } it is this which has.so&en; 
ed and elevated the minds of this distinct 
and peculiar people, and have contiir 
buted more than any other cause to in- 
spire, first, the dear attachment to their 
native soil, and next that spirit of adven-/ 
ture, that contempt of ease, and indif- 
ference to several allurements which have 
enaUed them to conquer difficulties, to 
endure hardships, such as would aj^al 
even the brave to think, of*^ 

These are the warm affections which 
neither luxury nor art has hitherto had 
power to destroy, and that bring back the 
hardy- native from every distant clime, ' 
with secret • attraction to the land of his 
nativity/ Tweed Side, and Roslin Cas- 
tle are to him, all that the notes of his 
mountain music are to the exiled Swiss, 
and as powerfully recal the thoughts of 
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home, mth which the early low of musie 
and of poetry is entwined* This is a 
strong instance of the attachment to har- 
mtrtij in ^e untutored tnind.* Where 
the heart and the imagination are thus 
earify and powerfully awakened, Ihe 
grosser appetites and fiercer pasiiions 
have less room to warp and influence the 
mind. Piety, patriotism,' the meliorat- 
ing and endearing charities of life, find a 
more congenial soil in hearts thus pre- 
pared to love and cherish whatever is 
beautifiil and sublime, either in natpral 
olgects or moral feelings. Still, how- 
ever, I must own that the best governed 
passions, the most uni£>rm attention and 
the least changeable features of exalted 
goodness, are found in minds expanded 
by knowledge and polished by education. 
This morning I proceeded with my 
friend to Taymouth. The farjther I ad- 

* This is strikingly illustrated in the uinple and 
beautiful lines, written by a HighlandiT nn the grave* 
stone of bis child, buried iothe church ynrd at Luss. 
—Sec Vol. I. p. f73. 
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ramte duto; the . Highlaoids, my suitnira^ 
tian k£ ite tdshznttc;^ Jtod sublime scenery 
mt^reased. We hteak&^ttd^ at a ^In^U 
inn on the borders of the Tay, at a pk^iy 
cialledLDgierait^ina wiM situaticfftij with 
&8 hilk sweeping on «very side, of tthe- 
river. This part 6f the country* has a^ 
very cheeffui aspect^ from the intiume^ 
rabie houses scattered on the brow of the 
bills, and the silvery river gliding throii{^h 
the str^tfae iKCcoanpanied \ib in its fanct^lal 
meanderings the whole way to Baldien^. 
tiie seat ofS i^ '> ^ Esq. a beautiful retrikt, 
buried in dire Highland mountaisp^^^^ 
X breildkited wi& a friend^ ^ hdyi with 
whom it was agreeable to meet in this 
sequestered place, so &r removed from 
bome« 

- It was Sunday, and the roa<i waS 
crowded with the country people gbihg 
to the kirk ; all with such' a hap^y coun. 
tenance of contentment as bespoke the 
c^ieei^ul piety of their minds. The 
women were all clean and neat, and the 
men df est in their tartan suit, bonnet^ 
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and hose, gave a national air to their 
i^pearance, cbarkctemtic of the native 
wiklness of the mountains whence they 
came. 

. The morning was as gay as the aspect 
of every thing around. The sun-beams 
danced on the pellucid river ; the moun- 
tains were illuminated with the lovely 
tints of its reflected rays, and lofty dark 
woods^ varied the landscape, and gave 
a mellow richness to the grandeur /)f the 
^cene* 

It is necessa^-td make the Lowlands 
ihe first pant of a tour into Scotland, if 
they are to be viewed to any advantage. 
To describe the enthusiastic delight^ 
which fills and elevates the mind, as the: 
magnificent scenery of rocks, raoun tains,- 
woods, and rivers, spread into tlie finest 
landscapes, one after another, to meet 
the eye, is impossible ; and Scotland as 
far exceeds Wales, as Swits:erland, no. 
doubt, exceeds {Scotland. I yesterday 
thought nothing could surpass the roman- 
tic wildness and picturesque sceiweryof. 
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the Duke of Athoi's at Dunkeld j but to- 
day, as the grandeur of Taymouth un- 
folded itself, I was undeceived. To be. 
hold woods of the most luxuriant growth 
almost touching the heavens, and spring- 
ing from huge and perpendicular heights, 
with the beautiful Tay meandering at 
their feet, astonishes even the traveller 
who goes in, quest of such scenes. It 
was the contemplation of them which led 
to the remarks on Highland scenes and 
characters, made to your Ladyship at 
the beginning of this letter. 



cs 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Kenmore, August 24. 

At Logierait the rivers Tay and Turn- 
mel unite. We were ferried over the 
latter. Logierait is^a very small village, 
and is said to be a coinp<miid of two 
Gaefie words, ^ Log^n^ a hollow place,. 
^ and Keite^ th^^^nding of jdiffisrences ; 
** it seems to have received its name 
^^ from the lowiiess of the situation, and 
" iOrom its having been the regal court 
"of the puke of AthoL" The Gaelic 
lanj^piage is so generally spoken here, that 
on going into one of the cottages, they 
could not understand English, and sent 
a little boy off for an interpreter. The 
cottages are much of the same descrip- 
tion as those in the low lands^ miserable 
dwellings. Two women were spinning 
beside a baby in a wooden cradle, and 
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daylight was only adipitted by a hole in 
the wall, for it could UQt be called a 
window, nothavii^ a pane of glass in it; 
yet these people looked happy, and nei* 
ther envied nor wished for any of the 
luxuries of life, and were courteous in 
their manners. We passed groups of 
women going into the Lothians, to har* 
vest, having walked from Inverness ; this 
journey before being terminated would 
exceed four hundred miles ; and I was 
informed that all the provisions which 
they took with them consisted of some 
oatmeal) which they carried on their 
badu, and made it into cakes or brose, 
when they bad an (fportunity. The 
countenances of these women in exr 
pression were much alike. Their faces 
lather long than round, dark com- 
plexions and hair, with usually blue 
^yes^-^-raore o£ a pensive than cheerfui 
look y and few of them handsome* Their 
dress resembles Welch pewaii^ts, except 
that these wear no hats ; a mob cap, open 
at the ews, a blue t)6fticout, short bed 
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gown, a long blue cloak when travdliog, 
and no shoes and stockings. On the 
road we met at least two or three hun- 
"dred of these parties. 

Ip the neighbourhood of Logierait, the 
ruins of some Popish chapels are still to 
be seen ; and in several places through^ 
out the parish, cairns of stones, sup- 
posed to have been sepulchral monu- 
ments. • On the top of a rock, two miles 
from the manse of Logierait, are the ruins 
of a building, intended for a place for 
giving signals by -fire. Half a mile from 
the village, on a high bankv hear the ferry 
of the Tummel, are the Tuins rf a castle, 
said to have been t|ie residehce of Robert 
the Second, after be gave the govern- 
ment into .the hands of his brother, the 
Duke of Albimj ; and near the castle is 
a &eUi JI^Mnbrf^ upon which was a 
foatteiy. %|titfaxtl^]^ Highlands 

many. superstitio^V practices prevail 
amopg the viiigtr.* ,. 

-** •* Lucif fuul untu^fy dajfssre by many observed. 
The day «f Ibe week, «■ wbich the fburtecDth of 
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PiH)ce€ding from Balak^n to Tay-' 
xn<>uth, the rich valley of Glenlion^* 
watered by its pretty meandering river. 

May happens to fall, is considered unlucky through 
the reniainder o( the year ; none marry, or begin 
any serious business upon it. None choose to marry 
in January or May, or to have Iheir bands performed 
in the eml of one quarter of the year, aud to niarry 
in the beginning of the next. Some things are to be 
done before the fall moon, others after. In fevers 
the illness is expected to be more severe on Sunday 
than other days in the week, and if easier on Sun- 
day, a relapse is expected. 

'< RecoQi-sc is often had to charms fqr the cure of 
diseases* In various sorts of diseases, a pilgrimage is 
performed to a place called Stwatke Fillan, forty miles 
from Logieraity where the. patient .bfuhes iD a certain 
pool, and performs some other rites in a chapel 
which stands near it. It is chiefly in caserof mad- 
ness, however, that the pilgrimage to Strattie Filtaxiis 
believed to be salutary. ' Tlie uofoilwMite persoik it 
first batbed in iliev pooti jHwijkep kft for ti^ night 
bound in tbe.chiipel; < ^od. i| kmi .loose ifi il« 
morning, is expected to reccytcr. ,...,,, 

•' The first of May is sAili coileii lBelloii» or B^ 

tein, the Firt of Batti. In some p4y(^or*the'cottflitry, 

the shepherds continue ^ piahe festiiralf of qiiUi Md 

gg9 oa that day. Thf Cak^wiaoi j^ # mpefsti* 
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Opened upon tts, with the towering 
h^hts of Benlawers, and the double 
peak of Beluiiore, rearing their snowy 
tops amid the distant clouds. 

tious re«j)ect to the stxn, as was the pracfcce arf^ong 
ether nations. When a Highlander goes to bathe, or 
to drink water owl of a consfeerated fountain, ha 
must always approach by going round the place 
east to u«st im the south side, m imitation of the ep* 
parent diurnal motion of the aftm. When the dead 
tkft laitl in the earth," the grave is apptoached by go» 
ing round in the same manner. The 'bride is conduct- 
ed to her future spouse in the presence of the minis- 
ter, and the glass goes round a company in the 
course of the sun. This is called in Gaelic, going 
round in thfe right, or the lucky wdii; ; the opposite 
Course Is the tiTohg, or tiuluefcy way.** 

Statistical Accoi/NT ot LooitHAiT. 

, <« Atfoit<o/ the old nimMS of the Highlanders are 
4^iv«d froip 3ome ^ettonal property ; thus Donald^ 
^gnifies. bn>^, #j^i ^ml^^ white head ; DunaiH, 
hvp^f^ h^a4 ; .dd'aiiipr Couluin^ beHutiful. 

** The old Highl«i^>ff yvcfe so remarkable for 
tt|OTiM»spMMK*iihlVt,liMr doora wer« always ieft 
Qprfi»;4|^ if i| .^WA^t^^iairi^ tli« imi^ry travelUr* to . 
.^11^ PM a)i<l partake ot tJE^it moak. But if two cross 
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Embosomed in this wilcl sotttode, 
stands the superb castle of Lord Brai->. 
dalbane, no^ almost completed. The 
pleasure grounds are embellished in the 
first style of elegant taste« Velvet walks 
are formed on the banks of the rapid 
Tay^ which Pennant justly remarks, 
from its pellucidness, and y^t dark co- 
lour, looks like " brown crystal/' These 
walks are some hundred yards in length 
and extend as far as the junction of the 
Lion with the Tay, and are shaded by 
immense lime trees, formed into a natu- 
ral* Gothic arch. This scenery is most 
happily described by Bums, who wrote 
the following lines, with several other 

Micks ntrt »ett1$ th* 4oof, it WM «^ lipb ibt faHnty 
were at dinner, and did not desire more guests. la 
this caiet the cbM WM hiM im flkt bighM ion- 
tempt, nor wpiild the mM fivnii^ Mi^titjr it»d«cn 
the pasaenger to turn iiu HuU het^itattty ii stilj^ 
pi^^ved fo atrangers^ whilst charMOter and reoonu 
inendations claim the moU diitant f rekensioAs/* 

VEmnAvr. 
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Stanzas, over the chinmey-piece at the 
inn at Keqmore t 

(* Admiring nature, in her wildest grace, 

These northetn scenes with weary feet I trace; 
OVr many a winding dale and^painful steep* 
Th' abode of coveyM grouse and timid sheep. 
My savage journey curious I pursue, 
Till fam'd Uraidaibane opens to my view. 
The meeting cliff each deep sunk glen divides, 
Tlie woods Wild scattered clothe their ample sides*; . 
The outstretching lake, embosom*d 'mong the hills. 
The eye with wonder and amazement fills ; 
The Tay, meanii*rii)g sweet in infitnt pride, 
Tbc palace rising on hb verdant side, 
The lawn wood, fring'd in nature's native taste, 
The hillock dropt in nature's careless luiste, 
The arches striding o'er the new-born stream, 
Theviliage* glittering in the noon^tide beam, 
The sweeping theatre of hanging woods, 
Tk' ifwesaant roar of iic^dldpg tumbling floods." 

The old castle of Taymouth was ori- 
psally called Baltach CasUe, or the Castk 
Mt the (fischarge of the Lake; and was 
Imilt by Sir Colin Campbell, Sixth Knight 
of Lochan, Who' died in the year 1583; 

* Kenmore. 
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and Taymouth, or Battach, in Gaelic; 
means a gap or moutJi^ opening ii^to a 
valley or glen; hence the derivation of 
TaymotUh. 

At a short distance from hi« Lordship's 
seat, scattered on the greensward, are 
thefev white houses, and picturesque 
church, which forms the peaceful village 
ofKenmore; standing on a promontory, 
boldly jutting into the lake, with an am- 
ple ba}^ and an elegant stone bridge 
thrown over the Tay,' whose gentle 
waters meet and unite themselves with 
the lake. A small island, tufted with 
trees, shades the ruins of what was once 
a priory } and the mountain scenery is 
here as magnificent as it is wild and in- 
accessible. The castle Lord Braidalbane 
is building will be, when finished, ex- 
tremely magnificent The style is of the 
old Gothic architecture, and the form^ 
resembles that of Inverary* There is' 
much taste shewn in the plan of the 
suite of apartments, and the baronial' 
hall gives a just idea of those used in 
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former ages* There is a graad Cblon- 
ade esitirely r<>und the castle, terminated 
f)y three towers, in whith are concealed 
staircases, that lead to a stone gallery } 
by which means the castla nay be en- 
iers^l at various parts* When the whole 
is finished, it vriU be a structure e^piaUed 
by very few ia the Kingdoss* 
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LETTER XXXIIL 



, Perth, August 25. 

Th£ approach to this ancient town is 
viewed to more ^advantage when enter* 
ing fiom the south, rather than the High- 
]aiid% wUch render every other scenery 
insipid. Yet the greea clad hiHs, the 
broad and ever lovely Tay* must plaein^ 
from ail directions; 

Perth is considered among the hand- 
somest and largest towns in Scotland^ 

* It is said in Tacitus, ** When Agricola and hit 
«• army first saw the river Tay, and the adjacent 
" plains on which Perth is now situated, they crietl* 
**^with one consent Ecce Tiber ! Ecce Cimpvs Mat-* 
*[tms! Behold the Tiber! Bohold the Field of. 
** Mars ! comparing what they saw to their own ri"> 
" vcr, and to the extensive plain in the neighbour- 
** hood of Rome. The Italians many age^ after used 
" to give the Tay the name of the New Tiber." *. 
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and is one of the most ancient ; but the 
want of uniformity in the buildings de« 
stroys the effect of the finest streets. 
The bridge, thrown over the Tay consists 
Qf nine airches, and is a remarkably hand- 
some structure. The river is navigable^ 
and carries on it vessels of 120 tofts bur- 
then; Perth is situated on a verdant 
jplain divided into two parts, the north 
and south Inch or islands. 

It was founded by William the Lion, 
A. D, 1210, anciently called Berihaj af-. 
terwards St. Jt)hn*s Totipit, in honor pf 
tbi^ saint 

The prospect from the hill of Kinnoul 
is rich and diversified, and presents a 
vast extent of country. A variety of 
rare plants are to be found in it, as well 
as fine agates and cornelians. But the 
s^ntiquities which foiTPQerly rendered 
Pertli so interesting to travellers, are all 
destroyed, and have left " not a wreck be-' 
hind.^* Gcmrie House, known so well in 
history as the place where the conspi- 
racy was formed against the life of 
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James VI. is now taken down, also the 
43id palace of Scone, where Charles IL 
was crowned previous to the battle of 
Worcester, llie present Earl of Mans- 
field IS building a new palace. The bed 
is still preserved and shewn, that Qneen 
Mary workqd during her impriscHunent 
at Lochleven. But there are no remains 
to be seen of the Carthusian monastery 
where the unfortunate James L was 
murdered, and of whom Henry the his* 
torisn gives so interesting an account.* 

* '* James !• of Scoiland was om of the most ac- 
** complished and amiable princes that ever 6IIed the 
** throne, and was likewise the most unfortunate. 
^ After upwards of eighteen years captivity i|) Elng- 
** land, and encountering masy difficulties^ he was 
^' basely, murdered by barbarous assasiins, in the 
'* Carthusian monastery at Perth. In the moou- 
** ment of genius James htL» been almost equally utt* 
** fortunate r no vestiges' are now remakuBg of hi^ 
** skill in architecture, gardening* and ptanting^ 
^ though we are well assured^ that in all Ihese aits 
*• he excelled. Many of the productions of his pen 
^ have periihedy for he t^ls us himself, that he ^ntrote 
** mucb; and we know of only three of his poems 
^ that are now extant, niunely» '* Christ's Kiik on 
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Notwithatanding the cotisiniciious 
figure ;the t«vn of Pectil has formtriy 

«* the Green, Peebles to the Play, and the King 
" Qttatr^'^whichwasdiscoreretl-bjrMr. Wkafloiiyand 
f' Miicvr fNibli&bed by WItBaiii Tjfdtkr^ Eiq. o£ Wood- 
'^faou^fSicc^Ctbe prrseut Lpi^W9(MHio«aet9e» % geatl^ 
'* man di^li^guished for;tal«ut»y erudition and taste.) 
" James/' according to Henry** History, *« was not 
*f, only the most learned king, but one of the most 
*« learned men of the age in which he flourished ; 
** atid stems 4e have been boni to excel m eveiy art 
^* to wldcb be applied bis nund. Indqicndnitiy of 
** his otbei: accompii^bments^ James particularly ex< 
** celled in music, not only as a performer^ but as a 
** comfoser; and it is to his admirable genius that 
*' the musical world ia so much indebted for the in* 
*^ yentton (amidst the gloom of solitude and confine < 
<« ment) for that sweet and plaintive Sicot^h and Ita- 
* lian melody whkb bas^ giYsn pleft^ure %o millions 
^ ioievetffy sttcce^ctingage.'' 

«RobeiSson likewise obsertes, *^ that it was the mis* 
^ fortuao of James, tbit bis maxims and manners 
^were. S09 lafined for the age sn which he lived. 
*^ iiappiy IumI be ]«igiied:in a fcng^om moiecivitiiedi 
^his'love o|;p<!ii6e, «f luskket atsi of^l^ance, would 
^'h^m isniiired Ihs schemes successful; and instead 
^^<ii perisbMig because he attempted loo lauch^ a 
^ guleliil people would have applauded aad se- 
^ caaied'hts effbft torsAwmaadimpiODe them*'* 
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0iade in history, as I bfifbre ohserved tp 
your Ladysliip, scarce a vestige ncn^r re- 
mains of tliose places where, so m^ny bxt^ 
portant transactiflos occumd:. The 
North and South Inches afford agreeable 
^walks to the inhabitants^ pacticuiariy the 
klter, being shaded by a noMe avenue 
of trees. The Indies weregken fbr ihe 
pilhEc benefit of the town, m exiphange 
iiar a buriatplaco^ in one of the churdiea^ 
hk cttQteqnencfi of which, some time a& 
tetwafldss, tii& ibUowing lively remaxie 
oocumd :-^kA gentlemancoaversing with 
hffi fiiend, c^senred, that '^ \ ■ ■■■■■ .. 



^ had' nmi^ a vetf bad exchange in 
^giving theae two losge. 'ffelda fee a 
"^ bu]aal-]daps in the cbnoh of Peilh;:'' 
tm :wiwrfa.ihe oDbey .peitfa»tl^ n JiImiT; 
^ Tki*he»i«M^^a; Aiiteeiili;^^ for 
^iJie^hipKb^t^ M^Mh.byitM^ ;ftiD two 

. IDioaa^aacis nonsndiec of manufiMtonM 
eaixitdiM kiiPiifftk;!tlwe^glw 

siderablel' '.Hie s^inudshevji; ikm^ h 
large, and extremely productive. It is a 
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old bridge tiras ciarried away by a great 
flood in 1621. The new one was com- 
pleted by the liberal patronage and con- 
tribution of his Lordship in November 
1771 } and the Earl of Errol's coach was 
the first that passed over it. 

Thus singularly was the old lady's pro- 
phecy fulfilled some hundred years after^ 
wards. ,■ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



Aberdeen, Augtitt 26th. 

The stages from Perth, to Aberdeen 
are, Cowpar of Angus, Forftr, Giammis, 
Brechin, and Stonehaven; of which 
places I shall give ygur Ladyship an 
account on my return south. 

The country all through Strathmore is 
considered lovely ; rural and cheerful it 
certainly is, and at times somewhat re- 
sembles England, from the hedge-row* 
which divide the corn-fields and meadows, 
and the partial wood-lands j but the hills 
are not interesting, and display neither 
the sublime nor picturesque. I will ad- 
mit, however, that after the beautiful and 
magnificent ones I have so recently be- 
bc^ld, my eye is not easily satisfied with 
inferior objects. 

Aifter leaving Glammis, the country 
d2 
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loses even its lively appearance; it is 
bare and dreary. Advancing to Aber- 
deen from Stonehaven, the long stretch 
of black and rugged Grampian hills, 
with thfB wide. German ocean, which is 
presented to the traveller, has something 
so desolate and ungenial in its aspect, 
as to give no very agreeable impression of 
this part of the country.—" An author/^ 
it is said, " must speak in the language of 
•* truth^^ — ^and were I to describe a 
country, which is divested of beauty, in 
any other form than that in which it ap- 
pears, I should be condemned for national 
partiality in embellisliing every object 
which meets my eye. 

Let it be remembered, however, that 
the bleak heaths and barren mountains, 
which suggest to the southern traveller 
merely the idea of solitude and sterility, 
are to the natives monuments enriched 
with memorials of the departed. The 
.field of battles, that still resound to the 
song of the bard ; the cairn, that grate- 
ful remembrance heaped over his heroic 
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ancestors ; the craig, beneath which 
some love-lorn maiden c^jmposed the fu- 
neral song of her fallen warrior ; or the 
circle of grey stones, where the Druid 
devoted his victims—all these give so- 
lemn life, colouring, and powerful in- 
terest to scenes, where a stranger 
could only trace the extreme of deso- 
lation. 

After my opinion of the face of the 
country, it is but simple justice to give 
the highest praise to the national and 
public spirit of the genflemen of Aber- 
deen, who of late years have so largely 
contributed to the improvement and 
beautifying of this now jfine city. Every 
stranger must be struck with the magni- 
ficent approach, which is by a handsome 
bridge thrown over the Den Burn. It is 
built of Aberdeen granite, of singular 
beauty, and consists of one superb arch, 
the span being a hundred and thirty 
feet. The road from the old bridge of 
Dee is so wide and covered with noble 
hmises thence through Union Street to 
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Castle Street, as to comprise one of 
a mile in length. 

Bridewell, upon the left, is built in 
ihe castellated style, haying one front of 
five stories high, with two wings. This 
.building, of broached asUer granite, was 
begun in 1806. Each delinquent has a 
separate cell for sleeping, besides one 
fbi* working in^ and the establishment is 
supported by sin assessment upon the 
town and county. 

The bridge of Dee, built over the fine 
river of that name, consists of seven 
semicircular stone arches. It was origi- 
nally designed by William Elphinstone, 
Bishop of Aberdeen, who had prepared 
materials for it before his death, in 1514, 
His successor. Bishop Dunbar, carried 
on the undertaking at his own expence, 
and completed it in 1526*' It is famous 
for a battle,. gained by the Marquis of 
Montrose over Lord Abqyne, &c. on the 
eighteenth of June, 1638. This bridge 
is attended with inconvenience on ac- 
count of its narrowness for carriages j- 
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a defect vrhkh it is intended soon to 
remedy. 

The banlcs of the Dee are covered 
with the villas of the opulent citizens of 
Aberdeen, who, by perseverance, Indus- 
try, and a taste for improvement, have 
of late years randared, wliat their fore- 
fathers bdieV'Cd impracticable, sterile 
and barren wastes, corn-fields ; and 
their lands tliat surround their villas, 
pretty plantations of ever:greens, with 
productive gardens. 

The Te^ali were the .ancient inbabit- 
ants of the sea coasts of Aberdeenshire; 
and had a town called Devana^ at the 
mouth . of the river Deva, where old 
Aberdeen now stands.* 

* This city, according to the most afncieiU tradi- 
tion, wa9 converted into a royal borough in ihenintk 
century by King Gregory the Great, and privileged 
with many donation* by him. It was in gre«t favor 
by King William, surnamed the Lion for |)is fortitude 
and valour. He built a palace in Aberdeen, where 
he iK'id his court, which "be afterwards dedicated to 
% aew order of Friars^ called the Trinity Friary, and 
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July the twenty.fifth, 1411, Robert 
Davidson, Provost of the city, was slain 

ott its %\tc was erected the Trades Ilosplcal by Doctor 
William Guijcr. 

It U likewise recorded^ that throe King Alexanders 
had palaces in thi^ city ; and King Robert Bruce, 
after many unsuccessful attempts to recover his king* 
dom out oft&e hands of Edward the First of Eng- 
land, retired to Aberdeen as a place of safety. Ed- 
ward the Fourth sacked this city^ cut off men, wo« 
ipen, and children, sparing none but those who took 
lligtit ; and when the town was afterwards rebuilt, it 
henceforth took the name otNcw Aberdeen. 
:. James the Fifth wast<ftrn in Aberdeen^ also James 
the Sixth, who confirmed in Parliament all the an« 
cicnt privileges and liberties given to this ancient city, 
and conferred the honor of knighthood on Sir Thomas 
"Moir/ies Cults. This gentleman having afterward? pro- 
cured ihe famous pearl which was lound in the Bum 
of Kellie, went to Londonjn ibe year l620 ; this pearl 
was so Urge and beautiful, 4hai it is reported to be one 
.of tiir jewels in ihe crown of England. Aberdeen was 
the first city King Charles the Second arrived at on his 
Restoration. He was received with every demon- 
stration of joy by the magistnitis, and the silver keys 
of the city were presented to him by^ihe provost Alex- 
ander J affray, who w^nt over to the Hague to bring 
the King to receive hi* crown, and made a very el b- ' 
quent harangue in February 16511 ' ■ - 
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at the battle of Harlaw, about twenty 
luiles from the town, having gone with 
many of the citizens in support of the 
Earl of Marr against Donald of the 
Isles. His body was brought to Aber- 
deen, and entombed in the north wall of 
St. Nicholas church, near to the great 
arch of the steeple, with this inscriptipn 
on the wall : 

** Siii Robert Davipson, slain at Harlaw." 

When the ruins of the church wete 
cleared away, in 1750, the remains of 
the body were found, with a small crim- 
son cap upon the head. 

The standard, which the citizens car- 
ried to that action, is still preserved in 
the armory in the town-house. 

On the thirteenth of September, 1644, 
was fought the famous battle with Mon- 
trose.* 

* To the kindness of ■ ■ Ketinedy, Esq. I am 
indebted for the foliowing particulars. of this desperate • 
battle, copied verbaBni''ffeak tile records of thtetown- 
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I was informed, that during the r^bel* 
Jion in 1745 and 6, there were many busy 
scenes in this city ; while the magistrates, 
and the greater part of the citizens con- 
council, which is valuable, so iar as it corrects tl^ 
erroneous statements of several historians. 

** A. D. l544, 24th September,— It is to bc-re- 
membj^redy but never without rpgrate, the great and 
heavy prejudice ^nd loss which this burgh did sustain 
by the cruel and bloody fight and conflight, which 
was fought twixt the Crahstoae and the Justice 
jMilnSy upon the thirteenth of September instant* 
twixt cleve« before noon, and one afternoon, occa- 
sioned by the approaching of. James, Marquis^ of 
Montrose, with three regiments of Irish, and — .-— — 
of AtholmcD, Strathern men, and some others their 
adherents* The said James, Marquis of Montrose, 
iiavijig required the town to be delivered up to him, 
jMmI having se^ a cominis9iojK-|' with a drum for that 
effect; the mi^btratejt »Dd ipauncil, having con- 
su)|ed and advised with Robj^rt Burleigh, James 
Viscount of Frendraught, Andrew Lord Frasier, di- 
Ipefse l^unons of this ihire, and with the commander, 
of tki^ Fife regimeut which was then in arms, with 
Ae inhabitants of this town ; and with the foresaid 
lloMem^ and diverse, rc;idy to oppose and resist the 
e«(uny in coming, did r«fusq to render the town, and 
<im|jpif< tko fei9i»«lflef vfA inini with answer u» 
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tiuued loyal. The Duke of Cumberland 
came here with his army, the 27th of 
February 1746, and continued till the 
8th of March, and was so (deaaed with 
the good conduct of the citi;tens, and 

tl^ said demaiKl ; but as tbey were -passing by tb.e 
Fife regiment, the drummer was unhappily killed by 
some one or other of fhe horsemen of our parties, as 
was thought, >Vhereupon the fight presently ^egim ; 
and after two bours hot service, or -tberebgr-t ttbe 9ai4 
Fife j*<^raeat.» with oux huiil townsmen and .othecs 
of the »bire, being these for -the present overpowered 
by the number of the enemies^ were forced to ^kje 
the retreat, tvbereby many of the Fife regiment were 
kiRed ; and of our townsmen *were «ta>ti t%tft day, llllr. 
Mauhew Lttnwden, CaftUae; TitfOBas £iu»h, Mutar 
ofT4iiokwah; Aobcit{ieftlt^ MMtr0iikmpiml;:Ht. 
Alexajider, and Aobcri&etds, Adverates; Aircrew 
and Thomas Burnetts, Merchants, with many more 
to the number near of etght scores for the enemy 
entering the town, iimnedtately did kill ail did and 
young wbem tbey firatWI on ^reeM^ amofig whooi -^m^ 
two of our town^dftoeiB, caitad t?itiiett IfcttA j IBti 
Patrick Kerr. They brgke up the prison-house door, 
set all warders and prisoners at liberty, entered in 
very many houses, and' plundered them| killing such 
men as they found wilhizi.*'^ 
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their strong attachment to government, 
that he gave a ball and supper to the 
ladies in the college hall, on Monday the 
3d of March.' The ladies were intro- 
duced by his Royal Highness, each of 
whom he saluted ; and he danced a mi- 
nuet with Lady Diana Middleton, and a 
country dance with Miss Middleton, a 
burgess's daughter, and a Scotch reel 
with two young ladies. After the danc- 
ing the company retired to the librar}', 
where they partook of a cold collation. 
The Duke, with only one or two officers, 
sat at the table with: the ladies ; and his 
officers and the towns gentlemen stood 
behind them, aiid shared of the repast. 

On his Royal Highness- s leaving the 
city, he arppointed provost John Robert- 
son, and ten other gentlemen, governors ' 
loi Aberdeen, till the affairs of the coun- 
try should be more settled. - 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Aberdeen, August 20. 

This morning was devoted to visiting 
the Marischal College in Aberdeen, . 
through which Professor H — ^ cor« 
ducted me, and the very great pains and 
trouble the Doctor bestowed in shewing 
me every thing worthy of observation, 
has enabled me to give the following 
account of what the college contains to 
engage the attention of strangers. 

It -must be admitted, that the Colleges 
of Oxfojrd and Cambridge are possessed 
of a grandeur in their exterior, which is • 
very stri^ng on entering into those emi'-:) 
nent Universitiea^ and some of them; arce^ 
as superb within. The fine chapels, 
public halls, and libraries they contain, 
are in vain looked for in those of Scot- 
land; yet when it is remembered that 
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the Universities of Scotland have intro- 
duced to mankind men of the ittost pro- 
found learning, the most elegant scho- 
lars, philosophers, and poets, even these 
inferior edifices must be viewed with 
some degree of veneration. 

The hall is spacious, being 72 feet in 
length bj 22. it is hung with srnne 
good portraits, consisting of 

Mary Queen of Soots. 
James the Sixth. 
Charles die First and Second. 
Queen Anne. 

Earl Marischal, the Founder. 
The late Earl Marischal. 
His Brother Marischal Keith. 
Late Earl of Bute. 
Kshop Burnet. 
Dr. Ramsay. 

Dr. Arthur Jdbnstone, by Jamteson. 
Marshal Sch<nnberg. . 
Bishop Forbes. 
Principal Pateisocu 
, !h:iaoipal More* 
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Dr. Gr^ory, Inventor of the re- 
flecting telescope. 

AndrewCarre, a celebrated preacher 
among the Covenanters. 

TheEarlofBuchan. 

Des Cartes, the French philosopher. 

Buchannan the historian. 

With sevejral other portraits unknown. 

Among the manuscripts which 'the 
Doctor shewed me, was aLatin translation 
#f Aristotle's Politics, by Leonardo Ar- 
etino, supposed to be written in the 
tenth century, in elegant Roman charac- 
ter* Also a catholic missal which £br- 
meriy belonged to the cathedral of Salis- 
bury, elegantly illumined. A fine He<* 
brew bible. The wonders of nature dis- 
played, in the Feriuaii language, with 
singular embellishments. An Aicoran 
in the original Arabic. Dr. Birch's 
heads of illustrious diara<;ters, together 
with several very ancient MSS. Hie 
arms oi William Lion of Scotland are 
over the dumney-piece in the library : 
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there is shewn a canoe, in which an Indian 
was supposed to have been taken alive 
about a century ago; it is said, that coming 
'from the coast of Labradore, he lost his 
way at sea. He died soon after his ar- 
rival at Aberdeen, and no account could 
be obtained from himself. The canoe is 
so little calculated for a voyage, that it is 
credibly believed by some of the pro- 
fessors, that the canoe was rather 
brought over from Greenland by some 
of the captains belonging to the whale 
fisheries. 

There is also in the library a copy of 
magna charta, taken from the original in 
the British ' Museum. A bust of Escu- 
lapius given by my uncle. Sir William 
Fordyce, M. D. ; also some medical 
books he bequeathed to this college, 
with a donation of a thousand pounds. 
There is likewise a bust of Sir William. 

Tassie's casts of gems are beautiful. 
There are several Egyptian antiquities, 
two written in hieroglyphics ; and ano- 
ther inscription is a fragment from the 
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Greek. There is a fine pillar of Egyp- 
tian granite. 

In the observatory is an equatorial in- 
strument presented to the Marischai 
College by the late Earl of Bate, origi- 
nally iKiade by Bird, and repaired and 
finished by Ramsden. There is also a 
transit instrument and an astronomical 
quadrant, besides various other philoso* 
phical apparatus. 

This college was founded by George 
Earl Marischal in 159S. The Earl was 
a great favourer of the reformed religion, 
and endowed the college with consider- 
able property in land^, in the vicinity of 
Aberdeen, for its future supports This 
was in opposition to the King's College, 
Old Aberdeen, which favoured the Ca- 
tholics. The original foundation was a 
principal and two professoTs of philoso- 
phy ; but by some munificent donations, 
there has since been added another chair 
of philosophy; one of divinity, and 
others for loathematics, chemistry, medi- 
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«nc and oriental languages, with ieve» 
ral bursaries for poor students. 

Tht Kssion iaste five months and com- 
mences in Novemben The students 
wear scarlet gowns. 

Dr. Beid, secretary and tutor of tb« 
Latios to King Charles I. left a sialary t9 
ilie keeper of the Mariscfaal College. 

Bishop Burnett was ^uoated in tfaia 
college. I hope it will not be coftsidered 
^•mtatian in me to add what I have 
jnat read hi a history of .Al^deen, of my 
inde David Fordyoe, pr^essw of marajt 
fhikmifhy in this college. * 

St Niehdas'a church consists of the 
choir to tbj east, and the church on the 
WMt, being divided by a square tower, 

* « When we speak of those who have done honor 
^ to thMCoHege, it would be unpardonable to omit the 
•• late amiable Mr. David Fordycc, whose excellent 
•• moral writings have famed his charactir as a philo- 
♦• sopher ; and whose unaffected piety, friendly dispo- 
'^aition, and courteous demeanour, made him so 
** justly dear to all ^s acquaintance." 



A CAtEPONIAN SXCUASION. 67 

and a lofty spire. On the side is the 
Drams-aisle, now converted into a chapel^ 
where the presbytery and synod of 
Aberdeen hold their occasional meet- 
ings. On the north aide of the choir is 
the kirk session house ; and under the 
^ast end of the choir is St. Mary^s cha* 
peU which, ki times of popery, had beea 
a phice of wonhipt but is.aow converted 
to secular purposes. 

This diurfih^ which kad been dflfU* 
eated to ,8t Nicholas, tbe fiatimi #f tba 
bttrgh^ was of great antiquity. It fidU 
to rains in i7^lf s»d was rc^lt in 174}^ 
agreeable to a pkn of Mr« Gibbs, archu 
tect. 

. At the east end of the church, the tna* 
gistrates have an elc^nt gallery. In 
the time of episcopacy tlris was a colle» 
giate, and at the Reformation the or- 
naments and plate belonging to it were 
sold by the magistrates and the money 
appropriated for improving the harbour 
and pier. 
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The present establishment is four mi- 
nisters : — 

Principal Brown.* 

Rev. Dr. Gordon. 

Rev. Dr. Sherri£&. 

Rev. Dr. Ross. 
The tapestry which decorates the 
back of the gallery of the west church, 
was worked by Mrs. Gregory, the sister 
of Jamieson, the celebrated Seotch 
painter. One piece is a representation 
of Ahasueros holding out the golden 
sceptre to Queen Esther ; the other re- 
presents Jephtha meeting his daughter. 
In the house ci Mr. C ■ I was shewn, 
an original portrait of Jamieson and his 
sister, done by himself: in this portrait 
he wears his hat according to the costume 
of his master Rubens. 

• Principal Brown is the .author of an Essay, on 
Sensibility, an Essay on the Folly of Superaliiion, 
i^nd an Essay on the Natural Equality of Mm. To 
the two former works the gold medal of the Tcyle- 
rian Society of Hacrlcm was adjudged. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



Aberdeen, August 30th. 

The castle hill, with a broad terrace 
spreading along the top of it, commands 
an extensive prospect ; and the German 
ocean, the harbour, the pier, the quay, 
shipping, and city, are viewed to much 
advantage- On this hill are the noble 
barracks, which were erected in 1794 
on the site where St. Ninian's chapel 
formerly stood. They consist of three 
sides of a square, and front the south ; 
the walls are of very fine granite, and 
the parade is inclosed by a handsome 
iron rail. The barracks are capable of 
containing five hundred men. 

The theatre, which, although small, is 
elegant, is situated in .Marischal Street. 
The market crosd, as it is called, on the 
west end of Castle Street, at the bot- 
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Jiom of the plain stones (a pavement 
^\'here gentlemen walk) is an hexagonal 
building, of curious workmanship and 
antiquity. In the. centre is a column 
with a Corinthian capital, surmounted 
with an unicorn, beautifully executed. 
The body of the fabric rests upon arches, 
under which are six small cells i and the 
whole is encircled at the top with busts 
oi the seven Kings James, and Queen 
Mary of Scotland ; and Charles the First 
and Second, are cut in stone in the com- 
partments. The arms of Scotland are on 
the east side, and tliat of the city on the 
west Thig building was erected in 
1686, at the expence of 5^.100, and exe- 
cuted by John Montgomery, a mason. 

The Tolbooth, in which the prisoner^ 
are confined, was built in 1 394^ The 
noble steeple is 126 feet high. 

There are several public buildings of 
importance in Aberdeen. The town 
hall is a very noble rooib, and likewise 
the trades hall; in es^oh of tihese are 
xhany good portraits. ^ 
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The most conspicuous of the public 
charities is, Gordon's Hospital It is * 
handsome building, situated in an exUfa^ 
iive garden. It was founded by a mer- 
chant of Aberdeen, from whom it de- 
rives its name« It is instituted for die 
mmntenonce and support of boys, the 
sons of tradesmen and burgesses of the 
town. TTiCTe are seventy, all maint^un- 
ed, clothed, and educated from the fund 
Mr. Gordon appropriated to this purpose. 
He also aji^ointed four ministers of 
Aberdeen, perpetual patrons, and go* 
vernors of the hospital. It is pleasing to 
observe the order and comfort, with 
which this establishment is conducted. 

The other public charities are, the in^ 
firmairy, poors hof^ital, and dispensary. 

The principal manufactories are, 
thread, wodleft^ and stockings, which* 
»e casriedi on to a constderable ex- 
tent. Bht the one wliioh. doea ibe 
most honor to thmr ^irk of industry, 
iff^tiie l4tge manttfactory bn^the banks of 
the m^tDo^ cMi^t^d iK(id<esta^ 
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by the present provpst, ~— Hadden, 
Esq. of Aberdeen. The immense ex- 
tent of this manufactory is only exceeded 
by Mr. Owen's, at Lanark ; and these 
mills for thread yam deserve the highest 
commendation, for the admirable plan 
on which they are conducted. They 
evince that even in this northern corner 
the gentlemen are ready t6 encourage 
and advance the improvement of every 
thing tending to general utility, by giv- 
ing it the most liberal support 

Against the general rule (being ac- 
quainted w4th the family), I was admits 
ted to see this important concern, and 
to behold five hundred hands employed 
in their different departments, was very 
pleasing } for no laborious work is neces* 
sary, but only attention, the whole ma- 
chinery being conducted by Water. 

The scenery, to those who have never 
seen I^anark, would be considered ro-m 
mantic ; and it certainly puts in some 
little claim to that character. The par^ 
tial woods slope to the«bsM^ of the river. 
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t)on ; and the pretty peej) df Aberdeen, 
wfth ^e venerable spires oFthe old Town 
cathedral, are doubtless pleasing objitts. 
Cx^eat variety of red, v;hite, aM g)rey 
granite abounds in Aberdeen. The 
hot^ses are all built of it, and have a very 
filajestic appearaAte of strength and per- 
riiaueticy. Two stately pillars, of grey 
granite, support the gate of the ehtrance 
itito the wert church ; and a gentleman, 
in Union Street, has fm'e columns of it 
in frotat of his hoUse. There ate itr- 
mense granite qoiarfies at Rubslaw, Loan- 
head, and PHmuxton. The street's of 
London, I am told, are chiefiy paved 
with it, A mineral water, called thei 
Spaw^ on the .west side of the infirmary^ 
is considered beneficial for the gout and 
gravel; of its specific virtues, Dr. Wil- 
liam BarcIayV a' learned physician, has 
written. 

The hkrbbur, like' all those on the 
east side of Scotland, is a tide harbour 
only ; but the ingenious Mr. Telford, 
engineer, proposes to divide the bason 

VOL. II. E 
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into two, direct the course of the river a 
little to the south, near the point at the 
ferry, and admit vessels into the dock by 
means of a lock ; and intends having 
docks on the eastern extremity of the 
island. He also means to extend the 
pier at the mouth, fifty yards eastward, 
so as to obtain a greater depth of water 
in the bar. 

The principal exports from Aberdeen 
are, stones, wood, salmon, pork, stock- 
ings, threads, sail-cloth, and printed ca- 
licoes. The imports are coal, lime, 
wood, and iron, from the Baltic. The 
coasting trade is also very considerable. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



Arthur's Seat, September '!• 

I AM removed from Aberdeen for a 
few days to this pretty villa on the banks 
of the Dee ; it belongs to my relation 
Dr, D. Fordyce. It was here that Prin- 
cipal Blackwell wrote his Court of Au- 
gu3tus, a work which procured him some 
fame. 

It was not without a sentiment of ve- 
neration I yesterday passed the houses 
of tWQ siich men as the late Drs. Beattie* 
aiid TCampTjell ; and it is not without a 
. sentiinent of pleasing recollection I recal 
the^honbr I had at a very early period of 
life, of hieing entertained in the houses 
of characters so distinguished, although 
theit unable to'estitoatfethe value of their 
society. I just remfemberthelively humour ' 
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which animated the conversation of Dr. 
Beattie at his owe table, and which was 
softened by the most courteous manners 
and address. Notwithstanding his hav- 
ing before that period been visited by 
the heftviest of calamities, in the death of 
his eldest son ;. Dr. Beattie was a Chris- 
tian in every sense of the word, as well 
as a philosopher. When I saw him he 
had the full powers of that discourse 
which enlightened all those who had the 
opportunity of listening to him. 

Talking the other day with a gentle- 
man about the Doctor, and wishing to 
hear and offer something new of the cha-' 
racter of this great and good many he 
replied, ^* Dr. Beattie is beat seen in his 
** works ; they testify what his talents 
" and his character wer«.** To this 
gentleman I am indebted for the following 
sonnet transmitted tp Di* Beattie ia iSd? 
by Par«. Warner^ <M inand. of Mr* Ha$;« 
ley^ the autW- It «a9 tajkeu ifom. l>u 
Warner's copy^ and was never before 
published. 
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SONNET 

' T.P DaCTOR BEATXIJE* 
In grateful acknowledgment qfkii Vcty iatkrettingjtre^ 

Bwd of the Nortk ! I tfosnk Ihee wkh tay tteaw, 
Far thi? iQBil work of thy paternal hand : 
It bids the burittd youxb bcibr«^.me Uani 

la Nature's softest light, which love eodears. 

Parents Irke thee, whose worth the world reveres 
Faithr«»l lo p«i« aH&ctioiiV high command, J» * 
For Qhil4reD lQst> have liwtiiig honors pknli^ ' 

To gyve in lame what fate denied in yeacs. 

The filial form of IcariM was wrought 

By his afflicted wre, the sire of art, ' 

And T»llia'& fane engrossed her father's heart ; • 

That fane rose oi)ly in perturbed thought. 

' Hut ^wcct perfection crbwns as truth begun 
This Christian image of thy happier son. 

His son Montague Beattie was at that 
period, an elegant boy, possessed of a 
countenance fldl of aenae and ammar 
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tion. A lady in the company remarked 
how much in person he resembled his 
father : " I wish/' he replied, " I could 
*^ think like him."^ . 
«•' The death of thb iiiteiesting and pro- 
mising youth was the termitiation of the 
social existence of his afi^icted father, 
whose .days might then be said to termi- 
nate in the most mournful way long be- 
fore he ceased to live ; for ever after he 
was, dead not merely to himself, but 
those finer faculties which had enlight- 
CQtfdhis mind were fled ; and if fearful 
recollection was for a moment awakened, 
it was only to mourn over his former 
self. How painful is it to reflect that 
such had become, the. melancholy situa- 
tion of liiis excellent, man, who could 
not be viewed but with pity and venera- 
tion. ' Tlie Rev. Dr. Campbell was 
principal of the Marischal college ; the 
ingenious author of an Essay on Miracles, 
feev^rgtl detached Sermons, and the Phi- 
losophy of Rhetoric, a performance which 
iftiiBt fo:^ ever rank him high as a philo- 
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sopher, a grammarian and a critic. *He 
also published a translation of the. four 
Gospels, which constitute indeed a trea- 
sure to the rational divine. Such was 
his* zeal in qualifying himself in this im- 
portant work, that after he was fifty 
years of age, he is said to have under- 
gone tlie drudgery of learning the Ger- 
man language for the sake of comparing 
Martin Luther's translation of the Bible 
with those in other languages. He pub- 
lislied his Essay on Miracles in opposi- 
tion to the dangeroussophistry of Hume % 
and such is the merit of this book, that 
the sceptical philosopher hasb6enheardto 
declare, that Dr. Campbell was the only 
antagonist ever able to lead him to frame 
a wish of violating his fixed rule of never 
answering an opponent. 

Dr. Campbell (whom I well remember) 
was below the middle size, and in the 
latter part of his life much bent by age. 
In his eye there were a fire, vivacity, and 
penetration, which marked the acuteness 
of his mind. From his public situation 
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and pharajcter, he had only to ascend 
the pulpit to instruct and delight. Nq 
qunistef of the Gospel ever appeared in 
th^ church of Scotland vho was more 
lUUversaUy esteemed for his piety» elo^ 
quttac/^ ^d learning. 

It has beei^ so much the &shion of late 
years for the suryiving^ branches of dil&» 
rent £imiliea to bring into notice tbosi^ 
cjiaracters who hav« had a public walk 
in hfe, and not only to become their 
b^^graphersi b^t to bring forward tbeiiir 
fmsA^ corre^ppwdi^uces, that surelf 1^ 
may be permitted, without ostentatious 
yanity, to say a little of the chiaractei^ 
of men whose viftues a^d talents have 
acquired distinction, and v?ere natives of 
this city. 

An author speaking of my grandfather, 
says, " Provost Fordyce^ was held in such 
^^ high esteem with his felbw-citizens> 
** that they elected him six times tlieir 
^\ chief magistrate. He left a numerous 
" issue, q^nd few femilips have done more 
" honor to the place of their nativity,-' 



A CALEDONIAN EXCURSION, 81 

Of that issue were seven sous and two 
daughteis; 

David^ vAio was lost on. the coast of 
Holland (as before mentioned) was prou 
fessor of moral philosophy in the Mads* 
chal College. He wrote Dialogues on 
Education^ an Essay on tke ai^t of Frea^b* 
ing^ and, The Elements of Moial Fhi* 
losophy. 

The Rev. Dr« James Eordyce^ wh^se 
memory is higliLp estimatedt in the moral 
and literary world, was for ^ series of 
years the^ minster of the Gospel ia Monk*- 
wellrstjteet, whexe, &s the piety o£ his 
manner^ t]» soundness^ of hii doctriiie^ 
and* the. elo^ence of.hi^ d^veryv^ he ob^ 
taixauad a popularity most uncommon^ A%, 
a^ Teiyr earljjjK period of li£e» when he. 
preache^be&re.the Gennal i^s^;nbly at 
Edinburgh^r&om die tnt^Jlkh^U amimg: 
the smgl£ wea^ I dis€e9m$fi among ^ihs^ 

amid thB concQiJLCse.Qf pffq^a who ^^ 
lowed Ipim^ yHWt^nmp^^mi^k!^n^^ 
by idle curidsity.. A Scotch minister, 
E 3 
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one of the congregation, told me, that 
" such was the attention the Doctor ex- 
** rited by the force of Jiis delivery, the 
" awftil' and important truths he ad- 
" vanced, his auditors were drowned in 
" tears, and his discourse,* for the elo- 
" quente and elegance of its style, couM 
** only be compared to some of the ora- 
" tions of Cicero or Denaosthenes." 

But it was not alone in his official ca- 
pacity that liie Rev. Dr. Fordyce was 
id eminently distinguished. In his 
private life, he truly might be said to be 
the pibus pastor of the flock* he tended. 
The ydiiiTg^^ w^re amended and in- 
itructed by the wisdom of his -counsels, 
which they assiduously sought. In a 
variety of instances he sbothed' the cEs* 
tresses of the afflicted, and by his admo. 
nitions reformed the lives and conduct 
of those who- hiad been led into vice. It 
was not by austerity he produced this 
efiect ; for although severe in the cause 
of Virtue, his manners were full of lurba- 
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nity, and tinctured with that universal 
benevolence which dwelt in his heart. 

Esteemed by all classes; of society, by 
the first members of the church, and of 
the state ; bishops, nobles, philosophers, 
private gentlemen in every rank, soli- 
cited his company.. Even when the de- 
cline of years and bad health rendered 
his body infirm, his mind to the last, re- 
tained its native vigour. 



— — -— «*Tho' old, he still relain'd 

His manly seiise, and energy of mind« 
Virtuous and wise he was, but not severe : 
He stiil remembered that he once was young ; 
His easy presence checked no decent joy. 
Uim even the dissolute admired. . 

' ■ ■ Much had he read, 
Much more had ^en. He studied from the life» 
And in the original perus'd mankind. 
Of right and wrong he taught^ 
IVuths as rcfin'd as ever Athens heard ; 
And (strange to tell) he practis'd what -he 
preached." Arm$tiionh4* , 

" • ' ' . k .*. ■■'. I ^ 

I shall be pardoned^ X hop^, for, insect* 
ing here the following brief Outfihe of the 
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Rev. Dr. Forclyce'a Discourses to 

*' Youh^ WomeH." It is sketched by a 
person whose ^enera-1 knowledge of the 
wprjcj, anji of litei:ature,, ^xld whose total 
exenfiptipu firom every kimd of bias oi 
gjr^udice* giye valued tq, ojipioijs dip. 
Uited oi^ly by a^ disinterested, desire: to 
d,iffus.e us^ul truths oa Uie importaat 
suj)ject o^ moral education, 

** The *' Sermons to Young Women*' were tlie 
precursors, perhaps I might almost say, literary pa- 
rents of those numerous volumes on female educa- 
tion, which have amused and« enlightened the latter 
part of the 18th and beginning of the 19th century, 
and which have unquestionably disseminated juster 
notions of- morality among the great mass' of the 
people, than were ever before entertained. Those 
^bo have read the Letters of Mr«. Macaulay, (who 
laboured to extirpate the pernicious unchristian no- 
tion of a sexual virtue,) the Lectures of Burton, &c. 
on female educaJtion, will turn to Fordyce's Dis- 
couraes with renewed sartisfaction. The great popu- 
larity, however, of tbese Christian advices fo youth* 
renders a very minute account 6f their contents un- 
necessary,- as judicious parents have long been in the 
kAhk.ol.readi9^tii«fD,ocoa»UAalIy tf their -cbildrtn. 

*> T^e ftfH;»«wn^?v.it *^'Oiv,tl^J»|HVtanq€.of th^ 



Fein4le Sex, especially the younger part ;" in t^bidi 
th&t uji^ful truth is inculcaM<Qf>]l mtn!s characters 
depcndii^ on early, education, and the instrjuction 
communica^ to theni exclusively, by xcomcn during 
the pcriodSr o( their infancy and adolescence. If 
evef.s^ifjty^ l|a improved, it mu^ be elected by imr 
pfovieg t\\it9& whom nature b^s appointed first to 
^> teach the young idc^ how to sboot," and ** to 
fix the ^fWiWMS. purpose ia the glowing brea3t.*' 
Some of thi^ moral. aphorisms cannot be too often re- 
peatcd« ^* He that abuses you, dishonors his mother^ 
He ths^t deprecia(e& your se^i is as unkind to society 
as he is un^tto you/' The exalted pleasure of par 
rents in watching the wtupus progress of intelligent 
and amiaUe di»u^ers» is sketched- wUh thf pencil. of 
truth in the ooliojirs c^ft^uie. The secc^i&ermqn .is 
** on Modeslt^ of Appapei^'^ it abounds* in thgs^ pr^7 
deiktiajr maxiiss which k»m been repeated, ofteo^with? 
out aoliiMMwl«dgm^)t» t^. every siibsv^x^ntv ^v^er« 
** Mea are tafffcr highl>^vdeUj{htfr4.w^6i* som^tht^g 
i8.a»t<krt:tjbciaw.fii9«yf %k^4^r.wjLtha^t g^ntiiii^*, 
ill every arlkfe w^ere^ o J iBa mf i n t, ii concecned, wiU 
eviu^ SWA poQT: aiifk imp^ ^ aU hu^ iwl^j^^ai^ 
vulgar sfiirits; wher««si cm t^ e^ojtrairy, M^.is cem 
tain tha( the kt^ecntyi ve£y> ^\ suhBist vni^licMit the 
former; iiQc.isita cAclrevefiiiit.mufe stronglgr/ oc^ 
more happily* thsa wb«x^ iti reoiiyea m^ awwiepqi 
from the other* \m/la n^^tiu wMy^ from our pf rcof^ 
t«Ema. or elfgAnti simp licity^—Ii tm a con^Uoi pdp^ 
tuU of trivia) onwn^AH iodtthftteUe p^pfif fof ^:tci* 
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vial mind ? Will she that is always looking into her 
glass, be much disposed to look into her character f 
—Who that has an eye for such subjects, can avoid 
being struck with the chaste, sober> and unaffected 
graces of Raphael's females?— By carefully distin- 
guishing between what is glaring and what is genteel, 
French gew-gaws would give place to British manu- 
factures. The ladies of this island, inferior to none 
in beauty, would be the apes of none in dress/' 

The third' Sermon " on Female Reserve," is not 
less fertile in useful truths, in acute observation and 
felicity of illustration. The delineation of fashionable 
dissipation and its effects on infantile innocence, has 
been often repeated, but certainly never surpassed. 
Even the quotations from' Milton are so happy as to 
excite general delight and imitation ; the exposure of 
impudence, the physiognomical trails of female vir- 
tue and vice, modest deporttnent, nice decorum, and 
virgin delicacy, are naturally and emphatically cx- 
bibiled. The'fourth Sermon " on Female Virtue,*' 
continues the origfrftrlity^ind intefcsJ ♦f thie-'observar 
tions; the necesshyof ayoiding. dangerous connec- 
tions, the artifices of male and a4so female corrupters, 
the pleasures of rectitude and miseries of aberration, 
the disadvantages of -raises, and the* great kuperiority 
of rational and virtu^u^* mindly, are forcibly and 
sometimes almost authoritatively inculcated. ** Fe* 
male virtue, friendship, and conversation," ate the 
subjects of the litth Discourse, which admirably ex- 
poses the unchristtan aad iinnlittirai system of dud* 
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neries, discusses the delicate question of fomaie 
friendships, suggests many useful* bints for the im- 
provement of this swcetner of human life, recom- 
mends habitual cheerful nebSr and compassion, which 
is so characteristic of woman. •* The sigh of compas- 
sion stealing from a female breast, on the mention of 
calamity, would be rather more musical in men's 
ears than the loud bttr>ts of unmeaning laughter, 
with which they arc often entertained.'* The very 
judicious observations on wit, satire, and loquacity, 
deserve the serious attention of all persons. I'hc 
sixth Sermon considers " Female Virtue with Do- 
mestic and Elegant Accomplishments,'' in which 
economy, gracefulness, sobriety, and attention* are 
ably enforced, and a superficial knowledge of music, 
card-playing and gambling condemned, for reasons 
which it will be easier to avoid than controvert. 

The subjects of** Female Virtue. with intellectual 
Accomplishmeuls,'' occupy the seventh and eighth 
Discourses. Here the nature and powers of female 
genius, the witchery of corporeal beauty, the supe- 
riority of iatelkctoai atuinments, language, literature, 
folly of smattering bad French, turpitude of flattery 
to young girls, necessity of knowledge to prevent 
idleness and 'dissipation, frraaie partiality to fops» 
portraiture of a decayed beaaty, &c. all aie dis^ 
cussed with so much perspicuity, and comprehemive^. 
Bess, that it is impossible to read without deriving 
some positive advantage from the perusal of sudi 
ItiSQns of wisdom.*^* From: the commerce of nuodft 



Ihe chief aatitfaclioa h derived. DivexsiQa long Qon* 
tiaued is dnidgecyt U in tbe int^rvaU of leUurc you 
coQ with neiisb repair to book&» you need never be at 
a loea. You may hapf^ly avaid* if you will, tbe toils 
of re6ile« attmsenuint anid the i^k* of immoderate 
itkirth *^Ia |fUith» most of the grit^vaiaccs compJAioed 
of by martdh^ are salfH^treated. They proceed from 
that fondnessof fancy wbicb gvm impurunc^to trifles,, 
or from those guilB of pa^on wbicb produce agitar 
tion without cajtae." The ninth and tenith Sermons 
are devoted to the io^portaat topic oi ** Eeuala 
Piety ;*^ in wbieb it will \n^ aciipitted that the genuine 
spirit of the enlightened Ckristian* the persuasiveoesg 
* of ea^oMrsa eloi|uenee^ ajid timt divinity of m4nd with 
w^h it bath, pieaised the Creator to aoimale hta 
beat works, aie. eminently consfiiQMQuss Tha im- 
pretttLvc wamsog against hbectines^ the propnalyt o£ 
cbanabiag a &«l>ng ci£ indignalionr at base betcayers 
o£ iauootttcet thi» ksUonable sytady to pnsyGA each 
otberv tha depandeace a£ ftmalea and thcic supftorr 
m raligioa^ ami the origtfi and poagiross of viistitaua 
loTa, aee traced by one pn»6iiiiidLy; versed. in a^baaw- 
Mga of kumanafl(turevaiid)the!emoiiQas Af.tbe! kcsiart* 
^* The veciest ioide^v*' it? isvtrkdf. Mbsen^ed, '^ um>uU: 
ba sorry, ta find hiji.;siste£« da^gfatai^ or waiauadac no- 
restraint from religinus prttici|dai'' '£ha elttircsitlii 
Sarman ia** on JBemale Dovotian aadrG^uods Workafc'' 
flpd.tha twelfth, '' om Fenakr Mssbnasst"* TkMt im^ 
mHke. the prcid(uciiona or mwj^.pottcrhii^ wcileiacm 
Ibmate achicatibii^ ase not wsp^Mmam o£ tiick 
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previoui^ly taught» but coAfiist of original ren^axks miA 
new applications to tbe character and circunistanc^n 
of the sey. Good natiuee, candour and iagenuoufft 
n^ are heee particularly recommended ; but oveFjS 
pa|;e aboiin4fi in so m&ny ideu^and useftfl hints, t^nl 
it is impossible to convey ao^ ju&t nolioa ol these ^m 
gant discourses, in such a birdVeye view of them. . 
'^ The style of these discourses i& truly didactic.; 
it is accuraXe^ coacbp,. ^a|;« animated and aerv^tift j; 
it is uniformly elevated ; but it is the lofiine^ 9i ikal 
mixture of divine 'and moral truths which isiW .wor<» 
thy the subject, and so becoming the a4|tboctiy «f 
the preacher, whose luiowkdgey high Chrisitaft vu« 
t^e and wis^pm,. are dipotmiUe in every «ei|tanp«# 
Th«| iiMftaiihyiisra} mi^A o€ lb« autbov, d^eply^iiM 
l^i^ wi^k Afi j^tpsi pAMffipics oi Chriatkii pie^ 
Sesfisotl)! eoiwcioiMi of the: ijospoptaae^ •f tfie ^tnttht 
vhi(9h l^e ifwuleated, and- beoevalemiiy anxious foe 
t^ difiusien ef such praciiicat wisdom, ha despised 
tihe (riYoiity oCsealiinental whiningoF artidciel appeaji 
to the passions, and his language partook of the figo* 
rous tone of the moral philosopher blended with the 
t^rhawy of the geatlemao* There tSt perhaps, m> work 
fl^ublished si nee these di^ouise^*. of qqM§l ^tejit. oi> 
siiniUir s^ibjects, which contains fewer errors, ha-*^ 
zardous or doubtful opinions. The *' Sermons to 
Young IMen** are equally interesting to parents and 
pemms engaged in education. Whoever wishes to 
implant an inflexible love of vinue in his mind^^ 
whoever wishes to- h%ve: the hapipaest views, of hk sp©^ 
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cics, or ingenuously seeks the enjoyment of temporal, 
ftnd the fairest prospects of eternal felicity, will early 
famitiariee his mind with the exalted morality, the 
chaste Sentiment, and sound doctrine which breathe 
throughout these Sermons. They are all equally in« 
teresting to both scxe&; ihey 9II inculcate the purest 
virtue, contain the most praclieal precepts, and di* 
reetly tend to the melioration of the species, the hap- 
piness and the ornament of sociaf existence. They also 
possess the inestimable advantage of being wholly ex- 
empt from those gloomy shadiis or extremes, which are 
generally perceptible in the effusions of those whose 
minds are occasionally oppressed with the recollection 
<tf juvenile tndtscretioiw. It is of the 'first importance 
to youth,, and particularly femftleSi that the minds of 
their instructors sbduld always have been as inno* 
cent a'ndpure at the principles which they profess- to 
teach* Vice is only to be known by theory, virtue 
by praetieB ; and hence the great superiority of For- 
dyce's Discourses, and their utility in every well-edu* 
cated family." 

Such was the wide spread influence 
of Dr. Fordyce's sentiments in the 
advancement of piety and virtue, both in 
this nation and all the others in Europe, 
that he had the great happiness in his 
own lifetime to see his exalted works in 
seven living languages ; a felicity for an 
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author who actually lived for* nb'dth'et* 
purpose but to improve mankind. • ^ 

In his Tfith year he closed his pioiis 
career, and wasinstantaneously trahsIiatVa, 
without pain, from this w^ofld ' {6 thai 
other^ for which his life, that has been 
most happily described, as a J)icture of 
^' the beauhf of holiness^* was unceasingly 
devoted. 

• Dn John Fordyce practised as physi- 
cian in London, 

Sir William Fordyce was likewise a 
physician. Joined to a benevolence of 
heart which wa^* ever alive to the calla 
of friendship^ be possessed a generosity 
of disposition which was unb<nanded. His 
manners were courteous and elegant. 
He had a fine taste, and his house was 
always open to men of that class, as well 
as to men of learning, Mr. Robert For- 
dyce's days were spent in domestic and 
private life in the bosom of his family : 
w hat that private life was, is so happily 
expressed in the following memorial of 
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hixiy written on bis tomb in the churcl^ 
yard of Aberdeen, that will best describe 
hixn^ and bespeak the affection of his 
lba:otIier9 the Rev. Doctor, as well as the 
ekgap^e of his mind : hut no family wei^e 
more happily united in the bonds of 
friendship and afiection, which^ \rere so 
$trong as to be tinctured with an enthu- 
siasm most rare in those days (^ polite 
firieadship and cold indifference. 

The imcription ia as fbllowa ; 
ROSERT FOftDYCfi 

ewHi in these dby«. - 

ofprevHiiingdegenerftcj . 

and polite dissimulation*. 

baii the fortitude to approve bimself 

an Israelite in whom there was no guile.. 

With a warm heart 

He possessed a good understanding. 

To sufficient sensibility of temper 

He joined ai) eaiire commiitid oi it. 

Hi^iategntj 

no temptation could corrupt. 
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His ccittjp(«»tire 

no calnAiiry c^ulil eon^iiH*^ 

WiMb odier men talktil of phiiosci^i^ 

H« w^ siKisfied lb prikctioe iu 

Cbeerfuly bui temperate ; active^ yet calm ; 

Candid to otherst to himself severe. ' 

In every relafiun eonscientious. 

Of 80 mtich excel letice 

t6« ibiindMiivB was- l4ud mfkH^; 

& pie^ ttedfasr liecauiepvDlbanil ; 

strict aad lutviabW at the sarae tkne. 

Having fixed his eye upon another world, 

he passed through this with innocence ; 

and although young, 

prospetout, aird ' happy in. hi? ihifti \y, 

left it with resignation. 

In his life 

he was Messed by the poor, 

beiovcft by his fTtenda^and hooored by aU. 

kihi^ileathi 

by all lamented ; 

by none more than by him who writes these lines-— [ 

who writes them, 

not as a trial of ski)l| 

But as the language of truth ;•» 

not to excite the applause of his readers* 

But to soothe the sadness of his soul. 
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Mr. Alexander Fordyce was the 
youngest a.nd ^seveixtb son.* 

I hQppy madam, 'in the foregoing 
sketch I shall not be considered as the 
gross panegyrist of my relations; but 
where men have performed so conspi- 
cuous a part^ and proved such useful and 
valuable members of society, not to class 
them with those eminent characters spo- 
ken of in this work, would be to display 
an affectation of disinterestedness, or 
total want of feeling, as well as respect 
to their memory in visiting the place of 
their nativity. 

* Dr. George Fordyce, son of the elder brotber,^ 
was much distinguished as a teacher of the practice 
of physicy and for a general knowledge of science. 



A -CALEDONIAN EXCURSION. 95 



LETTER XXXVIII. 



Aberdeen, September 4tb. 

Yesterday was spent at Professor 
Gerard's, and the day devoted to view- 
ing King's College, the old cathedral, 
and whatever was worthy of observation 
in the old Town. 

This ancient city, about the beginning 
of the twelfth century, was a village of 
four ploughs.* Where the remains of 
the cathedral now stand, it had a small 
church, called Kirk afKirktomi. In the 
year 1154, King David I. of Scotland 
removed the bishop's see from Mortlach^ 
to this village, which, at that time, had, 
acquired the name of Old Aberdeen. 
He also fued and erected it into an epis- 
copal seat, a city and burgh of barony,. 

* Tbatisy possessing as much land as four plougbs' 
could cultivate. .^ *•: 
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holding of Bishop Nectanus and his suc- 
cessors. In the year 1408, all its ancient 
privileges were rialified and confirmed by 
James the IV. who, by his charter of 
that date, " created, made, and feued 
" tfee ViU oi Ahetdt€Hj with its bounds 
** and pertinents, into a city and univer- 
^ sity, and into a meer free burgk of 
•* baroti'y foi* ev6r,'^ and bestowed upon 
it •** all the rights and liberties and p-i- 
^ viieges, belonging to any city and 
" university within his kingdom.*' This 
diarter was ratified iti parliament iii the 
yeat 1661. ^e bishops, beiiig the sii- 
j^eriors of the city, had the domination of 
its ptbVOSts, bellies, arid other oftce- 
bearfert. Oil the a%oTiti6h of episcopacy 
in Scotland,' thi^ ri^t M of course ib 
th6 Mrig, who, during the last century,' 
twice appointed fn&g1stxat6s for this ari- 
ctenV city, conferring iipou them tfie 
most 'ample jurisdiction' within Qiei'r 
biifgh, arid eftpoweririg'*ffitem io elebt 
their successors annuaUya until he sh^mild 
be pleased to send a new nominatiira. 
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Batt of the cathedral remains, which i» ; 

^w used as a parish chm*ch» It was 
originally a fine Gothic edifice, though, 
in many respects, inferior to several 
other cathedrals in Scotland. The foun- 
dation of a cathedral in Old Aberdeen 
Avas laid by Matthew Kiniumonth, who 
was elected Bishop of Aberdeen m the 
year 1 163 ; but whether, ot when it ^w«» . 
completed, is not now knowib It had 
probably been but a mean building, for 
Alexander Kinimnonth, who became 
Bishop ofi Aberdeen, Jn the year J 357, 
caut^ the old church te be demolished, 
esteeming it hot beautifiil' enou^ for a 
cathedral, and kid the foiindaticm of 
another mate magnificent-; but died in 
tb^ jrear J370, before Ae work was 
rai90d' six- cubits high. His succeflsor^ 
carausd onthe work, till it was completed 
b^ iji^faop GsKTin.Dunbar, who succeeded 

^tottesoein Aeiyear-1518. This noble 
strtfativc^' wbicfa was about im6 hundred , 
yeark iitk httiidiiig, did not remain twenty 
yews entire. In the^year 1560, it began • 

VOL. II. F 
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tasufibf' 1^ the destructive rage of the; , 
Scote ReJ^MMb. Fidfewing l?he truly^ 
sttvage«a»m c* th^ir leader Johtt Knox, 
vfinoh Wai^to ^^ ^'ng^ 6f6^;t thetiesfSf mid 
" Ifte roo*i wotUd Jlee cewa^' the Baronfr 
of the Mearng, wha had joined the Re- 
fortaation, accom^amed hy some of t^ 
townsMefi' of New Aberdeen, after har-* 
iiMg^bogftatheirwork of sacrilegious deso- 
Isition^ OD some of the ancieiit monasteries 
of idiat city, proceeded to Old Aberdeen, 
and glutted their vengeance on its vene- 
rable cathedral* Impelled by the fsry of 
fimaticism) they spoiled it of its costly 
oenamentts jand jevrels,. and demolished 
the oiiaileel, which, had a beautiful .choir, 
wdl fimisfaad witb seats and stpUs fiurthe - 
aecmnmodattoa of tha^ clet^ atmass^. 
and ia wfaiehvstood the higkaltar adowed : 
with, handsome wjodawi findi)!: ^kaaod. 
Nor would they probahly l»v« stOfiped^ 
in their, relentless eareeri of deeolalwiv ^ 
untilthey had »daced.tfae vhole>ei:.th» 
stately fabric to a hes|i q£: ruixu^i )t\ they 
liad not received a, check, frooi ithe* Eai^i 
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of Hlinify, by -whose meritorious exer. 
tiims the hody of* the cRurch, already 
unrbeffed and stripped of its lead, ^s 
preserved from utter destruction. The 
Idftd of the churehj its belb (fourfeeffin 
nutfiber^ and three- of theni rerj^- large), 
and other utensits, xvere shij^ed by the^' 
sacHlegious robbers, fer the purJ^08€^ of 
beii!g sold in Holland ; but theii? a^^- 
cious views were disappoiiitfed, for tfie 
vessel j with the Wl>ok of theif' bdoty, 
suttk near^ the Girdkriess,* withm a mile 
of the harboiir of Aberdeen, frmn which 
she sailed. 

The body of the churchj which owed* 
its pi^eserVation to Himrfy, and was rfe- 
paSred aiid' ccW^ere^ iWlh slaler s^ the- 
expwice of the pflfrishi#ne¥s; * eofttinQ^if 
to> sejpv* a6' a- ccfthedral- diiririg the^ dtfl 
feMHt'^^ildS'of pftotiefttfiit e^^eo^i^c^ ih 
SeotldMd; mA i^ sttil med as*a pi»*Isk' 
dmrclQ k mfay^ nm^h6 uff^WMrdly *of 
x^tiii^^^ thM'theli%h tM^^r ivt%\ie irfid^ter 
of t^ fiilbirie,' wtiickf' serVefd^ to a sea^ 
mark in those days, and which had been 
f2 
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hapliHy saved £eom the destructive rpige , 
of the fanatics, fell to the ground IB the 
year 1688, just before the mitre was, for 
the last time, tQm from the bishop's 
brow, and the humbler presbyterian'cloailc 
established in its stead by the Revolution* 
The fall of this stately tpwer, if tradition 
may be credited, was occasioned by the 
magistrates of New Aberdeen having 
carried away the stones of the abutments 
which supported it, to build or repair a 
paltry fort on their castle hilL From the 
time when these were removed, it Ijad 
so visibly began to sway, that it could . 
not be approached without imminent 
danger. Unappalled by its threatening 
aspect, some gentlemen ^ OU Aber- 
deen, desirous of saving tluree keiis 
which then hung m it, in a drunken £*o» 
: lie scrambled up its dreary stairs, and 
had actually succeeded in carrying the 
IzBt of them to the west door 0( the 
church, when they heai:d the dreadful. 
crash of its &11. Such, an undertaking 
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no men in their sober Bcnses tirould have 
^ Artid to attempt. 

.OawaHtin^ round the church, at the 

easfc end of it, the attention of a stranger 

is attracted by two piliii*s, yet almoH 

entire, which support ond of the fi)ur 

ardsetsi on which this high tower formerly. 

etood. These pillars, in the true Gothic 

style^ resemble trunks of trees bound 

toga&er^^ and. their capitals have heea 

. ormuxtented with the most beautiful ft£i- 

age in high reli^, part of which has y^t 

;with9tbod the ravages of time* It is to 

be regretted^ that thiis arch is now filled 

up by tlie east wall of the church; by 

whidi means a large proportion of the 

fine sculpture of these pillars is effectuaUy 

concealed. In this spot, which is sur- 

roundMed with a wall of about eight or ten 

. feet high, part. of* the remains of the x>ld 

cathedral, we may yet distinctly tiace 

die rnin of Bishop Gravin Dunbar's aisle to 

tbe south,: and that of St. John's aisle to 

the north. We now see an ornamented 

arch, part of Bishop Dunbar's tomb, in 
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nehidi 4us jeSB^9 in maible, lay at full 

length ; but we are tQl<^ .thai about tbe 

^period of tht Refarmation^ the .^fanatics 

f^e^ed the: tomb* oUiteiated .tJie in- 

i^ption, and brokiethe efii^ inipioau. 

fini tbe north, or St John's airie, is tbe 

ft«mb of jEUshop jUcfatcm) vho dii^. about 

<tbeye^ 1440. Though it has also wf- 

^ed coBSiderably by the datsroying^eal 

/of the Scots Heformexs, t^iei^ is yet to be 

iieeii in it « stoine etfgyiif the bflhop, at 

IbHJei^h, wkh the mitre on Ids hmA, 

4tn4 the pastc^al staff in his Jiand ; osmr 

^;4«kk:ia a. long Icx^se stone, Tidth an iB« 

ascription perfectly l^ible, but not wor^ 

^transcribing. In tltese two aisles several 

bkdiQps are buried, but they have no 

other monuments than oommon graw- 

fstones. A few of tliese greenstones 

: were broken by the &11 of the rocrf of 

this aisle, which was blown down bya 

' dreadful hurricane of wind and rain on 

the 26th of November, 17i9^» Aipoog 

the broken stones, there is one over the 

jjQdy of a Mary Irvjne, who died in the 



^f^r }7.a0 r^prfoi^^esier^eB notice, Qfoiy 
^ddose sWw9ft i^ ^at^perdwiii; Ale 
fbortb a^iScMtlfMiAr Mf^r. ^hoBe griHt the 
UQiklfonaofHof tti»£>rltiii^ of Baglasid 

r < At ihb nmtmui of the >€lttrcii tmo 
{iMBer^stdc^ea««]^ejttiftr^ adi|»tMbit 
*«ime lif^iecfiriMVifi&ts of 4^^1&s «itadi 

ifiae.fli|uhr4 ispui .the ^rMMdr hat diijr 

^M^«JbEtf:fa tbcnfe »: an inttcmM. I]ii|r 
ifribbofy biik>]|g tofio oritei>of aoGbitectori^ 
^tiiit m€kr two otnameiitadl bdts .serve to 
tnark tlvem as chim&y imitations of tte: 
IK^e's mkne or triple crown, . r 
The whde af this chid-di iw» la*^ 
4ieen KpaiMd in a ^bstantod mantlet. 
The tnsidft, of it is neady fitted up, and 
farms a hxge ^^^ commo^mx$ place of 
worship for the parisiu In the roof of 
,the nave, tfae stranger is^ pleased to sefe 
the venenAfte remams of antiquity still 
entire. It was ceiled with the finest oak 
by Bishop Gavin Dunbar, and the work- 
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manship dP it is so excellent, that i&mdy 
he placed in competitian with any thing 
ef Ike kind now extant in Scotland* tt 
coni&sts of t^ee files of sfuarepaimeU, 
j<Hningat the opposite angular points: 
«nd kit dieae pannels are painted die arma 
and tides of the princes, nobles, and 
tishops, who contributed to die eredwn 
ot^e cathedra). Jn dve 4n«^itfa aisle Wd 
iim armt of the emperor, audof finre^ 
kings 4U[id prices > In die xmlittei, diose 
<f ^e popif^ of sdi tbe Scottish faoshc^iH 
MiA in the soudH those of th^ Scotch 
Jtihg : and hi» noWesi Upos th« border 
€(f the nortibiside, along the top of the 
wall, is painted, in the order of their 
.a^ieeiession to the see^ <h^ names ^£ the 
bishops of Aberdeen ; and ujjon tbfe 
Ibwder: of itfee soeitfa side, the name of 
•Maloolm the Second, who^ as a testimony 
of his gratitude to God for a signal vie* 
tory gained over the Danes at Mordacb^ 
ordered a clmrch to be built at Moi*t- 
lach, and. erected it into an 'episcops^r 
see. This border, besidfes th^ names* of 



I 

A CALEDONIAN BXCUBSIOK. 105 

otber Scottish kings, contains also that of 
Saint David, King of Scotland, who 
tr^slatedthe see from Mortiach to Old 
Abardeen, and added much to its re- 
venue. Tliis cei^ng was made about th^ 
year 1522, by Samuel Winter, from the , 
county 'Of Angus, for the very moderate 
sum of eight pdunds Scots (thirteen shil** 
lings and fourpence sterling) } but su^h 
is the chaii^ in the value of money' 
withm the last thr^ centuries, that, by 
an estimate lately received firqm two most 
respectable house carpenters, it c6uld 
not now be executed ol the same mate^ 
rials for less than one thousand poisndi 
sterlings besides fifty pounds for 8caffoI4* 
ing. A neat painting of this ceiling, 
done some years ago. by Mn;Cordiner» 
now one of the mimsters of St. Paul's 
chapel in Aberdeen^ I have jb^ard, was 
preseoLted to tha Society of Antiqu^ies of 
Londofi, by Mr. Fei^son, of Pitfour,; 
the preset member of parliament for 
the county of Aberdeen. 
In the wall of the church, there is 

FS 
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recently put up for pfeservation, a small 
»tone, lately found lying loose in the 
cliurc?h-yard. It bears ^e fdlowing in, 
scrijitioH, worthy of notice oirfy on. ac* 
count of its antiquity. 

Hic jaoet nobiti^ vir Alx 
die fynd', d* hfowmock 
2iepQ» dm h d' jycbtUn huj* 
cccfu epi qui obiit xyi die 
Octobr af d* m* cccesxx w sui 
«t^«* Ki. bratip ana ej' 

This inscription, ^ke^Htfaoie efi the moot 
ancient tcmdbg about this ^oAtAtti, amd 
^"^itlngs 43n the dicing, aire:done in 
an c3d dls&nc^M wmewAjot rexmlija^ 
#16 Kadk tSaxon, :but4pni]ig £nom k in 
severafl ^aitioul^, "viiieh eeeaaion S0oie 
d^euky ift readidgidiem. 

Itt afi aii^ withja liie c^mrdi, which 
%»bee&^aNio0td9 and "^mb Igtdymadas 
a^ecltry "or oMiiiqk^liouie, is pttt liqp aaiBiy 
4ild fOipk^ «MSutAi «M0 used itiU^ miMn 
these twenty yeai»» <«lieil Utat'dmeAmms 
¥e]^aiMd. mfo ciitfiovB nniaatiof ^ti- 
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quity is built of black oak, with square 
sfnii^tur^d paimels. On its front is the 
mitre of Bishop Williwi Stewart, with 
his arms, and at the sides of the mit^e* 
y. iSL the initials of bis name. In a niche 

^ within the wall is sk %ure, which, by its 
dress, would ^eem to represent a pre- 
bendary, with an inscription now rendered 
illegible by piaster and moss. 

But the tomb most worthy of notice 
within the church, is that of Bishop 
Scoi^al, which is stUl entire. In the 
middle of this tomb his e£gy spears in 
^h relief, ^wd in th^ cai^oical dres$ of 
the age in wUcb he Uv«d- If we;nay 
JM£6 &pw il^r s(nik«s^ resemblaApe to a 

. jictave of ibe bishop^ ogw i» the halj[ pf 
i^Big's CpI^b^ m this icity, ^ it is. a very 
just representa^^ of thfi %ure aqd |ea» 
iwe^ Af; :J|v^ : f«i)f;^^ m|t»* On^ ^ach 
s»^. ^^4$^^ stao^,^i^:^tQ of, a 

* ¥9mSf¥mhi Wd]?f3^xx^^^ of tih^se a 
kann y m t ^ fk' .Qpitl^pi^M^I ^^ n^itte 

e»ttb*4«pi.'ii^i^,as;^ ^:|w^\ 
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beautiful pillars, these again appiear witit 
his armorial coat and motto, over whidfi 
are placed three flaming urns. This 
tomb is designed with taste, aiid executed' 
with elegance. It was finely illuminated, 
but the colours have been suffered- fo 
.facje. It was erected, as the inscription 
bears, in the year 1685, by 'Mr. James 
, Scougal, Commissary of the Diocese of 
Aberdeen^ to the memory of his father, 
who died February the 16rti, 1682, in 
the eighteenth year of his bishc^ic, and 
seventy-fifth of his age. It formerly 
stood by itself, at the entrance of what 
19 called, Bishop Scoi^jd*s Aide, where. . 
* it was likely to fiill in pieces ; but was 
^ lately moved back the distahee -of oile 
arch!^ to the ^all of the «outh steefde^ by 
which if is tiW supported; 

In a small apartment witfaitt this steeple, 
Mr. Hetarjr Seougal^ wn of tills worthy 
prelate, is said to fcave spent some dth^ 
last years ttf Ikte life. He tKed in tiieyear 
i671 ^ and thotigh only in tlie tw«it)r. 
eighlfc j'ear rf hfe age, liad been fiwr 
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years a re^nt ar-piofeftBor of philosophy 
in feing's College^ one year minister of 
Auchterless, and four yeiir» pit)fes8or of 
divinity in OW Aberdeen. Thi» . young 
'tnan*, celelnrated %vitli great justice fer 
piety and learning, published a small 
treatise, entitled " The Life of God in 
** the Soul of Man, or the Nature and 
** Excellency of the ChristiaikRdigion." 
It was by the earnest persuasion of his 
friend K^hop Burnetv of Sarum, that Im 
innate modesty iras so far overcome, ,%& 
to permit this imcoinmonly exceliwt 
little ti^ct to ste the light. It has gfrne 
throagh many edit»)n8, and was ear|y 
patronised fay the Society for prat»pl^ 
Ohfi^ttaa Xoowledge. About the yftar 
1T26, it was «printed by Doctor Gwr- 
den, i?vith the addikimi (^nme of y^mg 
Scougars sermoBS. < U»q^estiowfaly gneat 
as ies marit is^ however, it Js brought to 
notice here^ cliieAy ftr tbe uncommm 
exceHttice of its stylo,, asid^Ae cantrast 
"iriiichv its . latiimal rand manly spirit of 
piety ned! banef^nee^ ftrms ^wii^ tb«i 



.latQdiii:pfimpbfets.i>y nu)d€nrninothq4iste. 
B>y die truly .piEip«dax essA^ of the former 
the ^ndorcrtand^ laust be ea%bteii^d 
.apd the heart improved ^ but l^ the; #.- 
naticai aad impassiovad iibsurdit^es pf 
theJLattej^ the )Qipds of the more illi- 
terate classes of our coiltatrynien are too 
often wrought up int^. a state of delusive 
intoxiosctiost, .unfriendly to true rel^f n 
aiid morals* Jst resp^fjt: of leoi^p^ition. 
It IS equaUed by mine i>f hi» ootene^oritry 
writers, and «scelbfi:i>y ievtr of tbe pw- 
sefitttge:. Asia book t^ltractioai. n^li- 
v^ous JaiBtmotioa, jadtptedte all classes 
;^of' «1«^ ootDtnumty^ its :sQimd sense, its 
f^laiiU)i«pid sentiment^ jsod its ^omtV^ 
^hm^^ fietjteHAtx^it vooi^ of Mag 
' |ieg«rdbd» a. modfiL^ libfe mi^ fitber 
^ ^amifhiiJiamiA «f dUs int}y imrtbby ym^g 
inau^ no^ iramaimsig^^ aM iki^ Bmyws 
..«Bed^ iAjhmitiiiic^ tH *tlee iimm]i^.4ilid 
«veBmg»aeiirise> in tiie calbeiAwliebweh 
of O^ 4bMaefcn..' IH&b^ are;piMiilied 
in tbe-^fiiBiiHttiea TapagMpbin Btttap- 



A C ALE0OKIAN BKCUBBEOK; 111 

tiiea. No; S, t%6SL With respect' to 
ihcai, St 16 «fiOi2^ tfco ^ay timtth^y are 
^scelfeM devtationdi pieces, in ail re- 
s^dte lorxyrthy 43f tiieir author .; aiiri that 
4hey are i^rtaiodj curjoos, because tiiey 
-serve to show foov /widely &Se3ismt Hie 
isetmcB <k£ tlie old proteataxit efiscapusl 
chuTieh of Scotlasid wms m its finms from 
tliBt of lihe church of England, and faow 
fieaiiy it coincddes with the mode a£ 
in»!^ip ad«^pt^ u^ iiiB fffoent preisiiy- 
teriaii estafaiisbaestiKf North fiiitain. If 
tbe^Sco^aJi btshapi^, at Ite JK^^essiDa of 
.William and Mairfr, ioEStead cf adhmi&g 
to )d» isBifoitiinflteiuDafy isf £^ hw^ 
"sbown a heaxly aiJQgifflicie lo tdM» nefr 
sBwesdeQ; andififaej ftad nvtt makd 
% ;tiie flnl of AnaUfidbop Laitd* inep 
too&niirfinthttBrat<iWf^ 
English lituigjr i^on ^ir ^oiiBtryiMd, 
th«r wligioBi tnjght p»ihafaigr^<l^ 
faowr have had ^e mmAiau d£ Ae liail 
tttatdisfamont^ and ifaa «iM&e "Uaitad 
jj^agdon waidd kayc iiatii imdttr Ife 
'oame ^fivBiuBf idj^aiab flovflnMHsaat* 
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'With respect to young Scougalyitis 
told that he died in his &.v6rite apart' 
mentin the steq)le, a still and scdemn 
ahode» suited to the rel^ous cast o£ his 
mind, which, owing to some unftfrtunate 
incidents in iife, was not without its 
tinge of gloom. The body wias carried 
to the college chsqpel, where it was for 
some time.- laid in state on the tomb-" 
irtxmejofBishbpElphinstone ; axreremony 
still obsaryed with- respect to all professors 
or students who die at college. His fa- 
ther, the Tenerable bishop, then lived in 
QItt»y's Lodgings, bietweea. the south 
port and the cathedral. When the general 
procession moved from the college to the 
church, ' it is reported <£ this excellent 
prelate^ that he requ^stai soine gentle- 
men who. attended him to lead him to 
die windows Hiere be stpod,. in all the 
dignity of silent griedP, with lus eye s|;ea- 
dify fixed on the sad procession ttU it 
eiitirdiy ditfs^peittsed. Th^n lifting his 
ImndSy.andnHsiog. his eyes to heaven, 
he exclaimed, in the genuine. spirit of 



christian reslgnatk>D, *• O my God, I 
^^ thank thee that t had such a i6n^' 
: Hi^vmg done this, he desired^ hi« frtehids 
io a«6i6t him to hid ^air, arid< entMdd 
with composure into conversation vniii 
hi* c^kipahy. ' 

In Old'Aherli^n' there is an hospitai 
fin* tw^re old men, i)[mndM by Biifaop 
Gavin DuniMi^, called the Beed^Eottst. 
Since the death* 4»f tiiat|mlite, mVsw 

to thd nuiidiier oi? beMttiM./ '^Suine M 
them stay in- tbd'bimse, and olherelodgfe 
^th their friends. They receive mk 
shiilihgs monthly, but' their p»y« will 
soon be augmented. '' 

I Ifiere is also an bosfpital, ^founded atid 
endowed widiHi these few years for ten 
old women ; five maidens, daughters of 
burgesses, and five widows of burgesses 
of Old Aberdeen. The women in it live 
comfortably. It was founded by Dx. 
Mitchel of Hollowaydown, who was born 
in this city; and for whom a neat marble 
momiment is erected in the i^hurch. 
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,Qf the coH*g€ aiat«cp9UBtvinay ^ ^ 

ing. ■' ' !'■• .". '• •.■' 

King's College forms threfs tn^. of ia 
«qp«Me ; 'tfoe ^)Mtii 9i^!gf»tiim Cli^laU, 
wad a anite «f jjp^.taMiii1i8» luader whi^i 
•tt4fae{WU3a»^ At tfe$ .«Mk.iflld.i$4tte 
48fiMt9 adiopU Ati<t« Irt^kjFiiqiiiifeiniilA- 

.Ibw JfilurtaMniti^ l>i|ib9HtMlii8«)0iWs 
-^^(lii^Mik AMr.«9««^ii|^ iiit» tb» U- 

'lire i^ollqgd ikqu iorig}nd^ £>ifiid0tt by 
Bishop £lphinstone,.BQ iseo^ by a boil 
Iisf Pope Alexamier. the fiiKtlii^ dbtf^ed 
ify Jbm« th« i^wictii. Over the duor ,o£ 
line l&rauy is this isacriptson : 

'' Ter-serenmmum^iUiutrimmimt aCiULvktimmum 
" J. 7F. /I. 4 wo;«tf* AprHiSf anno 1500', ^oc insigrie 
•* Collegium latom iffcepemnt gtdfjicarif' - 

: The bishap teult tfa^ greatest part of 
the fabric, iixjnia^ied the stxt^ief onife 
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west end of 4be lihrjiry> wHh*^ifefeUs, 
which ham iailg;»Q(^jfc^Q di^ptr^Cof ; 
and finished the top witb..]&>ur ^Ifgant 

surmounted widi a globe ^d i^m^* : i;c 

,i Tbs ftttocifWil . wd prsi^¥>^ l>ave 

maiises aiulgb^««» in^tibe tfwn i^ Q|d 

Aberdeen^ annexed to their i;^I^Miit . 

l^ishflp SS|phiti4tofie l^siiii^ j§i«d at 
£dinl)ii4ilu bkltttly ;Wfi3 fiii|hftltttKU«A>Ml^ 
l>aQ9iglit lft.thft:Qfiltag^ 5iihM«teit in- 
teired, near the foot of the hat^Bkatt 
Jt^miik*MMk iMffhle dritonei iltctor 
Sueuiius^ tnenrst prinoipi^ ot >ttit ^(ft- 
lege, Iks he^df^/hipi. . ^ 

The«ngiQs&€on6titati4^n.0fihe^of#i^ 
consisted of 

Tiie Principal^ viko ttnst be a S^octw 
ofTiieology^ 

Sub'Principal, Teacher of Philosophfi 

A 3>6otor of the Canon Law ^ 

A Doctor of Civil Law; 

A Doctor ctf i^hysic; 
. A Pipofessor^^umasity; 

Six Studenffe in Divh^ty y . 
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Tbriec Students in th« Law j 
Thirteen Stixiefit$ m PhUosopby } 

An Organic r 

IlireSii^giflg Bo^Sy who wwe Stisdent» 
n Humanity^ * . w-: 

The constitution is- np^^* formed sX 2^ 
ChanceUor, genei^Uy a noUams^ of 
higb rank ; • 

A Rector, entitled Lord Kee^or^ 

A Bnacipal and Sab^Pi^nctiml ; 

A iVocucrito% m4o \»m ty clmige^ 
tibiefuB4s* * ^ ' 

The ProfiMBors afe, of Hmnaiiity or 
X^itm, Greek; . _ 

Three of l^hilosophy, Oriental Laa- ; 
goages. Civil Law» Divinity, and Medi- 
cine. 

The numba: of students is from one 
hundred and twenty to one hundred and 
sixty. 

The students who attend: this cdlege 
lodge in the towa* 

In the hall of the college are spnae 
toleralji^le portraits. Over the chiwne;^ 
piece are Bi^hqf^.iilphinstoneand I^uu- 
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bar. The others oonsbt ^ BiBbdps 
Forbes, Leslie, and Soottgil ; Gearys ^ 
3aehaiian, &c. ; the ten s^Is, stiA t^ 
he fikfinesaes of celdirated beftuties of 
the times, supposed to be painted by . 
jMiiiesoQ*' 

The late Dr. Gerard, profi»sor af di* 
vinity, was distinguished in the Uterary 
world as an able the<^i^iah,.- and ob- 
tained much reputation by his work, en- 
titled ^V An Essay on Original Oenios." 
He was a man so retired in his mode ci 
life, that there has been little to mark: 
his walk, either as one who took a eon- 
sfndioQs part, or appeared a prominent' 
character. He passed his days in the 
bosom of his amiable family, respected . 
and beloved. 

Since kts death, bis son, thepMsent 
Br. Grerard, professor of divimiy, . haa 
fodiltthed his lectures on ^^ The KsstMai 
'^ Care,'' in ^diich are inttluded aH the 
varieties of pulpit composkSon, and all 
the duties peculiar to the pastoral 
in ^he established church of Scotland. 
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ffe has also jmbUdied Heads of Lee- 
ttw^s on>^SciiptUB& Cditicism ; » boak in ; 
yviddki a most extensive' range" of theolo^ 
gtcal kaniiiigris di^)Ia3K»dv snd' apjdibd*. 
to the eiUeidiitkin of thrsacred text,, in^ 
manner which cannot fail of beingrhigbly* 
serviceable ta the ttiblicall studem:. ■ 

' Havittgr stkted so much respecting- thfe 
wdtings^^ of the late Doctoils Campfaelliand^ 
Gerard^ I am led to obterve, itoim what 
I deem good authi>rity, that they had'tbe 
merilj of intrbduding a new and highljr 
inipKroved method of instructing their 
theological piipils. In this method they 
hufm newt been in any degree antici- 
pated, ex«e|it by tKehite anbiab}e*Pri»» 
cipat^Lcsxchiiiatt of Glasgoir CoUege, 
who, ^hen he taught divinity in that 
u aive fM tyy Ibr Brofeasor-SbiipmiH firing ' 
h» suspennen fbr heresy^. gaVe a course ' 
of Qjiiemefttebt^fes or ptdfft eloquence; ^ 
bulla j^i4taw% who hasrwice seen ike 
leotiicea !»• MSSf: and ivho had the hafh 
pntiMi tfe^lttW} those of DodtocirCaiii^ 
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m^ Gerbrdv tiuftk^ tlwt the Um^ hme 

gmiiia and tem-aiiig,. has^-AniidBted tl^e 
Iliad jttf HoH^ iiitcx^QiiieUo hm»fi reme. . 
Many parts of this ibnbiBlittjon have beci^ 
ciDcalalBd w Badea^oh, tbrevgh' t^e 
daetayi wtds of which cpantiy be has 
caaaed the straias of the G^eaiftn: bard< to . 
resoimd^ as those of Oss^an did in days 
of. yarei Mn Mackchlan is qqw emt- 
ploy^sdr in making; . a n^w ' ti^slation of 
Otoian^s Poems i which^ it is to be hoped, 
vniiii fuffiiab ^n bdditioml proof of their 
au^ekitidjky, and exlubit ikem ia a less 
.flondidfets than Macpherjon has 4ooe. 
The iDMiBtigatiiQiirno^ caaduetii»g under 
tHe litighlaikd. SfnnHy of ^otlMd mU 
probably terminate in bringing to ¥MW^ , 
iMM^^a^ cNtrildi^pfo^^af tb«is autiktli- 
tiatty. . 'Jbhey $fvei9 ^kViFeiHm^^Q^fAtdi , 
frmtt. 9^»> 914 tradiUe^i.atidi9at?tag|^ll(erf 
b|i Mt. Miftff^M^^i^.fpcfia^g toiiis aim» 
jtidgment a^d taaie; an^h^ has supplie<^ 
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from his own imagiantion ifthat he sup* . 
posed necessaryto conheet ti^em into a^ 
M^iokv It is not 4oubt#d that the works 
of HoBffer^ as they now> a^^pearv bavie 
Veen put together in the same imanQar 
from fragtmfiitA more peifeet, and ar- 
rang^l by an abler hancU 

About two or three hundred yards to 
the west of the church of Old iyverdeen 
is an artificial moimt^ of considerable 
height, on the deep wooded bank of the 
Don, and about fifty or sixty yards to 
the soutli of it, a hollow, from which 
it has evidently been extracted. Tradi-* 
tion says, that in popicih times, this 
mount was raised by order of the priests, 
who prescribed the ciarrying of certain 
quantities of earth as a penance, and that 
the mound thus raised was under a watch 
tower. 

The romantically situated bridge oi 
Pon, ^^onsisting of one Gothic arch, was" 
built by Henry Cheyne, Bish<^ o£ Aber^i 
deen, who filled the episcopal see io 
1281. About this time the national 



question, regarding the succession to the v 
crown of Scotland, between. Bruce and 
Baliol, being in agitation, the bishop 
favored the side of Baliol, and was obliged 
to take refuge in England ; but on the 
accession of Robert Bruce to the throne, 
in 1S05, he returned to Scotland, and 
Was restored to his see^ In return for 
this, fee appropriated tiie intermediate 
reVemies of his see towards buflding this 
*^ridge, which consists of one afch, sixty 
feet in span at the surface of the water, 
find about thirty-four feet high. The 
abutments rest on the rock, on each side 
of the river. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



Foveran, September ^ . 

Yofi some days past my time has been 
so much engrossed in renewing early 
friendships, and visiting soipe of the 
scenes of early life, as to create a pause 
in those subjects ^hich can alone inte- 
rest strangers. I shall therefore merely 
add, that after devoting a week to the 

indulgence of much gratification, beneath 
the roof of pleasing connections in Aber- 
deen,. I now address your Ladyship 
from the mansion of old and respected 
friends ; and although I feel averse from 
so much- egotism, as at times I have 
been guilty of, yet not to have been in 
iiome degree an egotist, would have dis- 
covered me void of sentiments of grate- 
ful and tender recollection iQ visiting 
the ** land of my fiithers/' 
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Tlie general aspect of the country 
here, like all the northern coast, is open 
and little cultivated ; the crops appear 
rich and abundant. The sea-view is 
very grand. In the river Ythan, which 
waters the small fishing town of New- 
berry, there is a large mussel and sal- 
mon-fishery. The mussels are used as 
baits by all the fisher meii along this 
coast. The pearl still worn in the Eng- 
Ksh crown was found in this river, 
which formerly contained a vast number, 
and some of considerable size. 

This day was spent in visiting two 
places Dr. Johnson's Tour through 
Scotland had excited in me a great de- 
site to' s6e. Skins castle, and the BuU 
ters' of Buchan. These singular situa.- 
tioa:ft are) fifteen miles from Foveran, on 
the hi^h road to Peterhead. The ride is 
aioi^ the most barren and dreary part of 
Sibtrahid j: and few objects appear to 
anfius^ the traveller until Slains Castle 
pieserifs itself, seated on a bold prcgec-j 

• : ^ ^^^ ■....■ ^ \ 
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tH»&t>f rock, hanging m tercific mafesiy 
over the 8ea. \ ' 

Tlrt approach to this $eat 9^^ (lie Ei^rl 
of Errol is over a road $o bad as in Mrm« 
ter to he impassable ; and in reachii^ 
the village of Slains, the low and irregu* 
iar buddings,, mth its multitude of cbimr 
tteyUj small windows, and little airof gran^ 
deur, give it rather, the app^irance of a 
massof mean houses heapedtogether^than 
the &bric of a stately castle, into which 
it has been niagniiied by a travelling 
knight. The apartments are poor ; but 
&om vi)eing stript of their furniture they 
are seen to disadvantage. The view 
&0m the drawing-room is awfuDy magni* 
fitent ; for the bouse is literally.6iri& upon 
aroekj* which is constantly washed by 
the Ma, and oMhing is to jbe £scerned 
ixeept the firmament and oeeon, irtiose 
Uue waves dash over, and sometimes ml 
vfilope part of the building. Dr. Jioha-^ 

* ** It stands on a perpendicular. xock on the mar- 
gin of the sea that separates Scotland froni Norway.^ 

JoHwsoir, 
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son compares this oastie to the. vi^ from 
lifKHint'Edgecombe.^ To bebNQid thejQaih> 
rfioitofi a imtilematL placed in a^ ren»to 
fWt of a country witeirr ttfitb^? ti*6$^ 
rerdwre^noc vegetation wt^^e to be seen^ 
aiid elevatefl on a higlv poifit f«f rotilSj^ 
jtuttifig into tlie sea,, oidy gaive 01^ ao* 
idea of those desolate abodes whi«b I 
Cised- to read of in: the Fairy Xltle«i t^ 
^bich somebeautifuidamftl ^vti8Va|li8)l§^ 
by tha \«rdcedi geuii^ a»d QJ^lig^fl to ^ r^ 
maiix until i^steved by ioaaie good a{M^it^ . 
: From Slaixis Castle, w.6 walked to the 
BuUers of Buchan ; and. were much ia^ 
debted to the Rev. Mn B^— ~ for 
shewing me a series of rocks, not knowtl!^ 
to travellers, who usually go from SIain$ 
to Ellbn instead of traversing the p^th* 
which we took, and which extended &a:. 
two^ miles^ alon^ the cii£&, commandk^ai 
grandeur of scenery that at once astonisit 
and delight. 

^ The prominent and isolated rock 
called Bumbaye or Dunbuy, is ^ually 
wonderful in its formation as the BuUeri^ 
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of Buchan. Indeed I am doubtful who* 
ther it is not the most striking of the 
twoy ftom :it9 natural and magnificent 
arch, of considerable height, and through 
which the sea flows Yfith anoisy and teci- 
rific i]]ipetuo£rjty.\ The scream c^ the 
sea-fowl, the turbutence of tibe waves, 
the savage and gloomy desolation ^ this 
place, were as surpHsing to me 4s they: 
were novel. There ^ is an extravagant 
wildness in these rocks, called theOBuUeib 
of Buchan,^ which astonish Knd^we the 

* " The Biiller of Boujllo^r, of Buchtin, is a rock 
perpendicularly tubulated^ uniteil-on one^ide witli a 
high sbHP^fViibd oa the Qti^err'ri^ipg steep to, a grci^ 
Mght above the main sea. , The tup is open, fcom 
vhiclx may be seep a dark gulf of water, which flows 
into the cavity through a breach made in iht tower 
part of the inclosing roclf. Jt has the apprnrance vf 
» vast waU, (entering throii«Htlid a rob by witer); 
ihe bason. in nhich wr .4Q9tcd was nfi|rly,circuiar; 
gerhaps thirty j;^»rdsj^ dicyneter, ii.idosed by a nal.vi^ 
ral ^all^ risiii^; sleep on every bide to a height which 
produced the idea of insurmountable confinement. 
The interception 6f all lateral light caused gloom. 
' Round \us was a perpendicular rock, above us the 
distant sky, ahd^below au uuknowo pfofumfity, of 
water." Johnson. 
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s^pectafor.^ Their stupendous iidght^ 
with the infuriate waves dashing wiith 
treme&dous^roarthrough the oppR Arches^ 
in whose reces9^ Ju^eouis . ^avern^ 
hs^d finrihedtheme^lves, cannot reaUy, ifx 
description^ convey any ides^ of thjsir ^ex* 
traordinary app^ra&ce* ThehaqalQt^.of 
die Bnllers pf 3ucjbianj coii«i&ting ,af.far 
few rude fish^men^shuts, a{^eax$ almcpt 
too desolate for human habttations^y^* 
the natives :of these wUd* rocks are no^;. 
merely content, but ane as ha]^y as thfy 
appeared cheerful 4Uid industrious. . ^^ 
In jgoing from Fbveran to Slains w^ 
i<»*ded the river Ythan, which lies abouir 
4 milt from the sea. There is a sort df 
natural harbour at the mouth of th& 
river ; but the entrance is said to be dif- 
ficult, and the situation of! the vessels af* 
terwards inconvenient for the purpose of 
unloading their cargoes; notwithstanti- 
ing a considerable trade is carried on, 
particularly in grain, coal, and lime. It 
is in contemplation to form a new har- 
bour, which Cobnel.Udney, the proprie- 



iATjiad Mf.B^ , of Foveran,(whc)«e 

estate is cratiguous) with other gentle- 
xatA in the neighbomiiood, are very de^^ 
autMn to promote. 

. Th^ saimoB and inoffinl fishctr^ bdon^ 
ta CtAotel Udsief. . 

ABcet crossing. the: river w« eiAertd 
mtii the parii^ of Slaxsis, whiek, oil die 
apfrdftdi;, presents a very singuiasr. 
«]^f€;araiiGe ; . mar^' hundred acrra of 
gPWS^ indeed almost a whole |ttriaHr 
%rii}€«i^. oatt<^^F^me, ejitisejff cohered 
with saud, : Ute itiast J&ituaral account 
^ tbj/si.p^q$m>eBon\seema to be, tiiati the 
89M hai b^eH Jbro^: dibug the coft^ I^ 
%He/ti4^ from a moimtato of it or th* 
other side the Ythan^* w^hich: has qmter 
disaj^ared, a^dfrom au. opening mAbo 
ro^ks on the eoast of ^j^s» ooly about 
l^oyard^ \yide, bas; pi/o^irossirf ly bJowar 
up» a«4 by.degt«¥»<^werfed the grpu;ad 
Vhpr6oit.»PW:li0s, in sofae.pkces to a 
gfeat depth.:: There are, however, va- 
iiQU^ triMiitions respecting this unqom- 
xnon app€s^ance% ^.popular supersti* 



tious one is, that the ki^ids belonged to 
three sisteiis, who had been unjustly de- . 
fiBuded of them. The ladies, indignant 
at the los3 of thdr property, and putting : 
confidence in supernatucadaui to avenge 
the injury which they had sustained, are ; 
represented as having thrown themselves 
on their knees upon the shoire^ at smi<^ • 
rise, with their faces towards the east, 
and to iiave fervently prayed that Aeir 
« oppressor migbt never derive aaiy benefit 
from his acquisition. These supplica# ^ 
tions, acceding to the tradition, were 
he&rd ; &r be&re the following morning, 
the whole surface, ta the extent of upb- - 
wards of a thousand acres, was en&^ely . 
coveried with sMd. 

Pi^oceeding akiig the raadon tfaerigibt 
hdnd towatkis the 4iea, are tiie remaiiw of ^ 
the old ca$tfe <tfSki4iS) the <M?iginalresi<i^ 
dence of the Earls of Errol. It is said t^. 
have4>eeiv d«mcdished by Jamm^VI^ in 
the reb^Iionof the £«yl «f H^nttey,^ 
Wflh whom thift ^^iniuly had d^ubil^ ! 
imit^^ In^hotedft^^itmust^^beeiiV' 
g3 
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a place of great strength ; for though 
built upon a rock, and washed on three 
sides by the sea, it is protected on land 
by a fosse, which is Still of great depth. 

On the sea-coast of this parish there 
are several caves of considerable size. 
The singular dropping cave has often ex- 
cited the observation of the naturalist, 
from its peculiar appearance, arising from 
the quality of the water that falls from 
its roof: the drops being saturated with 
calcareous matter, and hanging from the 
top of the cave; haf den by degrees into 
incrustations of various forms and denn- 
ipinations. The crystaline ceiling on 
this place being illuminated by a candle^ 
with its suspended icicles, makes so 
sparkling aiid bisautifirl an appearanbe as 
to look like a fairy psilace. llic whitest 
of these iiicnistal£(ins, I am* toldj makes 
. tlie $aedt lime'. - 

Tbe eave is situated out: a steep emi- 
liencie oyi^lhanging the^ sea, at whtee mar- 
gin it is pbced. From the eairth giving 
way, the entrance is sometimes ehoaked 
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np, and by that means rendered ina6ces- . 
sible. Pi:ofessor Copeland, of Aberdeen^ 
I understand, was the last person who 
had it opened, and froQi haying, been 
several years shut, he .obtained some 
large and fine specimens. ^ The late Earl 
of Errol procured such a quantity of ca^ 
careous incrustations put of this cave, as 
to make lime sufficient to whitewash his 
mansion of ,Slains castle. 

We returned to Foyeran by the parish 
of Cruden; which derives its name from 
an ev^nt famous in the annals^ of this 
part of the country. The Danes are 
said to have effected a landing in a bay 
on the cp»st,. near the modem castle of 
Slains, where a b^tU^ was fought, be- 
tween them and the Scots, under the 
command of King Malcolm II, in whifh 
the latter were victorious. The Danish 
commander was the famous Canute, ^Jid 
afterwifcrds performed sq conspicuous * 
part in the histpry of those times. Qn 
his dafeat be .immediately evacuated 
Scotla,nd.with all» his followers, andagrged 
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n^ve* moi*e to attempt imtAing it. The 
Scotish Jfkigi to perpetuate so glorious 
atadi halppy an event, ordered a chapel to 
bfe feuilt on the s^t, ^ which there are 
now fto remaiRd. iThe ground surrouttd- 
ifiig t&e chapel he calfed Crqjee Ddnej 
wiikh is^ said to signify kill the Dane ; or 
Oratf^ Dane^ which means slaugkter the 
Ihne\ hence the derivation of Gniden^ 
the modern name of the parish. 

Passing through the cheerful and 
pretty town of Elton, which has nothing 
conspicuous in it, I returned in the 
evening to Foveran ^ith my friends, who 
have aflforded me the opportunity of <le- 
spribihg these wild and extraoxdiaary 
places I have seen^ to«dky. ♦ 



. €' 
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LETTER XL. 



Dunnattar House, September 13, 

Having iw)Geeded direct from Perth 
ta Aberdeen, in my way north, I sh^l, 
during my return, give your Ladyship 
an account of those places which are 
worthy of observation between this and. 
Editnburgh. 

The ndbiie and hospitable mansion 
whence I address ypu^ lies a mile south- 
ward of the small sea-port of Sf onehaVen, 
and a short distance from.the venerabte 
xmA of DwBottar. Thk caat^e stands 
00^ a peniQi^kilatedL rook jutting, into the 
MBfj and is acceBsible from the land by a 
narrow steep winding path, which leads 
to the lurea occupying above an English 
aere of gro^idv The buildings, of dif- 
ferent i^peS) are numerous^ and conskt 
of apartments, offices, a chapel, and 
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gallery, a hundred and twenty feet 
long. 

This castle was built during the con- 
tention between Bruce and Baliol, by 
Sir William Keith, Great Marischal of 
Scotland ; as a place of safety for himr- 
self and family in those turbulent times,* 

In the year 1200, it was taken by Sir 
William Wallace, who burnt four thou- 
sand English in it, and was fortified by 
King Edward the Third,! in 1S36, in 
his progress through Scotland; -but was 
re-taken on his quitting it by the giiac- 
dian Sir Andrew Murcay, According 
to tradition, in the civil wars.ifc was be- 
sieged by the Marquis of Montrose, ih 

aesi, ■ .'-..^ ... 'I -.i '.: •-•' 

When the rebels in Britain, under* 
Cromwell, bad: triumphed over Charles 
the First, th« cegaJia jc^ rScotland was 
ddivered to -the custody of the^ Earl 
Marisclml^ and. .were lodged in the - 
^i^trong cast}e of iDunnottar^ as aiplaceof- 
the greatest security, and distamre from 
the enemy*. > : ..►, : ; ., ».; : , i .\r ,. , 
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The" earl being in the fifelda to defend . 
hia king and country against the usurper, 
he made choice of Georgei Ogilvie of 
Barras, as the fittest jnan for his valour, 
prudence^ and loyalty, to intrust the 
care of the cattle of Dunnottar, with the 
crown, sceptre, and sword, and other 
monuments of the idngdom, making him 
lieutenant. The Earl Marischal having 
intrusted the government and honors to 
him, he accompanied Charles the Second. 
to England, and -afterwards to the battle 
of Worcester J where he was taken by 
the English, carried to London, and. 
detuned i prisonei^ in the Tower for a^ 
long time. > 

George Ogilvie being sole governor of 
the castle, which had not sufficient force 
and provisions to hold out agaijiftt a long 
siege } and observing the advances which 
the English daily made in reducing the 
nation, was much perplexed how to pre* 
vent the enemy from getting the regalia 
. into their hands* ^ He consulted his lady^ 
a woman of great prudence v^d undaunt- 
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ed courage ; who happily contrived tKat 
she should cotivey tJie: regscKa privately : 
out Of the castle, and secure them in a 
jdace of safety unknown^ to her husband, 
who might then fi^eely declare to the 
enemy be knew not where they were. 
The plan being agreed upon, Mrs. Ogil- 
vie sent for Mr. James Granger, the 
minister of Kinneff, and imparted to 
him and his wife, on their promised fide- 
lity, her design, which was accordingly 
executed by putting the Honors in a sack 
amongst some flax, and conveying them 
out of the castle by that means on the 
back of a female servant. T^ey were 
sometimes kept in the church ofl 
Kinneff, under the pulpit, and at other 
iimes laid in a double bottomed bed in' 
the manse. 

George Ogilvi^ the governor, not be*, 
ing able to hol^ out against so powerful 
a si^ge, and €?&p0cting all forts and 
castles would 4>e in the enemy's postes- 
sioBy entered into a^ ca^itulatibti with 
Colonel Thomto Motgmy tod surfender*' 



dd on honorable teims. The garmdb 
waB peririitfced to march otit of the cBBtW 
with drums beating and colours %iag^' 
which were carried by Sir William Ggik 
Tie of Barras, son to^ Captain Ogilvie^ 
who was the last peraon who carrkd Co*- 
jburs at that time in Scotland f&r the 
King. One of the articles of capitulattoir 
was, to delirer the regalia of Scotktid, 
or give a ratitHial account of wliere the^ 
were to be founds 

A&er the mrreildei? of.lii^ eaBt]% thi( 
Engiish deinai^e^ Ijie reg^ia.c^ idii 
goveraof« He deciaied be ki^sw ndb 
wheie they were^ his wife Bav|iB|g taktii 
thetti privately awa^ ; ut)on which he wfs 
put into close confinement in th^casti^ 
and bis lady threatened with tdrture* 
She boldly afflimed, by way of evasion/ 
for her own safety, that she bad d^Hveredt 
the hctoors . to John Keitfi (aiSbeirwards 
Earl of KiBtfipe)^ who cafriad thtnl* 
abroad to the Kitig. llie English dis- 
trusting h^r, put*l>er also in close cdn- 
iinemevt, and sent a party to th« h^rise 
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of BarcaSy.to iapprehend their son, that 
they might torture him in sight of hit 
parents, to extort a co0&ss]on froift 
them ; but he providenlially made a 
timely escape, and underwent much 
fittigue, travelling night and day until 
he reached hia friends in Angus, with 
whom he remained concealed. 

After Captain Ogilvie and his Lady 
had. been close prisoners for a year, dur- 
ing which period they suffered much in* 
hum«i usage from the cruelty of the 
English, by adhering to their ibrmef 
declaratian, that the regalia w;ere carried 
abroad by John Keith, and having an 
appearance of truth. Major General 
Peaii was prevailed upQn by .the m^ia- 
tion of friend^ to allow them to go to 
^eir own house at Barras, upon the 
following conditions : 

" That they depart not above three 
^^ miles from Barras, being their habita^ 
** tion; that they neither of them act 
^* nothing that is or may be prejudicijsd 
^^to the Commonwealth of England i 
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*> and likewise^ on advertisement or* 
'* warning given, they present them-* 
^ selves true prisoners at Dunnottar 
*^ Castle, to the governor thereof or hiar 
" deputei*' * ' - 

Under this restraint. Captain Ogilvie's 
Lady died^ and he remained therein till 
the restoration of King Charles the' 
Second, and had special care of the 
honors, by sending monthly clean liifterr 
to Jaimes Granger's wife, with instriic- 
tions to take them out of die ground,^ 
a»d ▼rap them up in ^he same, lest 
tiiey^sbould be soiled or tan^i^edf whiclf 
the minister of Kinn^fF punctually ob^* 
served ; and Aey were faithful ii> thei^ 
secreey until the King's^iRestoration j 
and then delivered the regalia to C^tsiSii 
Ogilvie,. who, according- to the King*^^ 
order, delivered them to the Earl Maris- 
chal, in as good condition as be at first 
received them^'^^'- 

" Thus were Gaptain George Ogilvie 
and his L^dy the principal l>reservers of 
tl^ regalia of Scotland, and the only 
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m ^ 



sufferers thereby. On her deatli-bedv: 
and not till then, did Mirs. Ogilvie impart 
to her husband where the regalia were' 
hxd ; and took Im hand upon oath, 0at 
although he should be brought to the 
scaffold to be executed, he wouH never 
betray hi& trust, nor ddiver lip thcf 
honors to the English. ... 

When Sir,Georg,e 0|plvie, after the; 
King's Restoration, had delivered thei 
reg^iatQ'the EmI Marischel, and got* 
the receipt for thea*^ he went to Ldndon^- 
where he was kindly receive* by th«5 
Wng^ apd m^e a Kbight Baronet^ /«(Wit 
tb& proini^e of a pen^cm as ^ocm as fai&> 
Majesty's 'revenues were settled. . 

^ I Sim indebted to Mrs. Jfc — , of 

5)Unnottar House, for the foUowmg^. 
beautifiil Poem on Dunnottai- Caaitia : 

BUNNOTtAR CASTLE: 

J Poeniy written by Mrs. Carnegie^ vf Charlton^ hi- 
the Year 1763. Copied frorn mi^Qn^inal Manuscript^ 
in the possession of the Rev. Mr. James IP'alkcr. 

DvNNOTTAU ! ruin'd pride, and falling tow'rs t ' 
r«ng, O! Waik«*t, and the song ii'yoiirs. 
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With you I wanderM Ver tli« moss-grown domes, 
StHl o'er the sc«iie with yoii my fancy roami; 
Stili the. idea rises to my view. 
With gloomy graadfur, pleasure ever new. 
The roiNrng mttin, the roc^s<9tapehdous height, 
'Ob !itfffk4ng pMtpect ! swim before my sfght 
In tlowiog yerse Jbe 4iow >8lie scene disptBy'd, 
Muse, SvLOey^ taem'Ty, 1 crave your -aid. 

High on a rock, halfsea*Jbeat, i»lf cn land, 
The cajStle stood, sad stilMts ruins stand ; ' 

Wide o'er the Gennut main its. prospect' J»ent^ 
Steep is the path, andefiigg^d. the ascent'} <'"i ■ 

And when with labour (iiimb'd the narnm^MlA^ ' 
Long sounding vauhs receive you from the day. ' 
There hung the huge portcullis, there the bar. 
Drawn on th« iron gate, defy'd the war. 
Ohl great Dunootlar I oiace of strength theseat^ 
Once deem'd impar«gnable,ttihoii yield'aC to iiate ! 
Nor rocks^ oof seas^ nor ftrms, thygtutd^ftnd ; 
Thy , pride 'is £M*n l^tby- ancient* glories end. 
• . • * . .t - i.. . . 

Up (vbm |Ho gMewle dinbithe siipp'ry way. 
Still fallin^4ifrmi,.'mould'riiig^ow''r9 aurrey, 
The walls^ nbe^DaweSi with :vavious moss o^ergvown. 
And thraat?mng bw^ on liigbihelotntiiU stone. 
Slowly W6 'UJOMnt^ ^tb^-^oken vrebes ci«ep^ • « 
And gain at iengtfei* tte sivmidif - bf * tile si€«p ; , 
Curious around the^dii^y:b«ighl Weg^fle, * ■ . r. 
i^ere the great 4wli)l! lis MifleMttiddlsifla)*) '* 
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vast circumference, and depth profound ! 
Now iilPd with ruicis of tbe falliug moand^ 

1 lore stood the palace, raij>'d.in air^ublime^ 
On rows of vaults (hat &v^m to mojL'k at Time ; 
Yet he assert^ his pow*E» and claims hi& prey ; 
They breaks they fall ; wba^ can reiisihts sway ? /' 
Here thro' inaunKrablc vavJt* w^ ruo^ , 

Cold, darksoue, raw» impervious ta the sun ; 
Brown with tlie rust of years, and from their tops 
I ncessjanlly the oozing moisture dn>ps. 
We leave tlie.gioom, the wbeeliilg Mdps ascend. 
Our w;tlk along the roofless pakilc^Mvi. 
Here thro' |he long apartmeoti as W^itt^, 
The $oi»tii wind.wki^itles in the waving grass, 
That clothe* the pavement, xrrowns the naked walls^^ 
The broken turrets and deserted halls. 
Here once the seat of many a niigbcy name. 
The jackdaw cbattersi and the sea-ibwl scream, ^ 
Here dwelt great Ogilvie, and held the iow'r, '* 

The last that yielded to tk' usnrper^a poVr ; • -'' 
By honest craft, from hence the croiiVn^ convey 'd, /' ' 
, And Caledonia's gems in safety laid. 
Nor hopes of favour,: nor the threats ol;pow'r 
Could shake his.sovU <^r his fix'd hieart aHur^. "''^ 
Firm a3 these rocks, he and his dating ivife . 
£nc|ur'd the. torture, scoraiog sbiMnefttl life ; ' 

Still kept the charge ^ill fiUe their kmg restpr'd, 
Then sent uoinjiir'clto their rigbifal lord* 
Glorious defenders qI the regal gold* * 

IllustrioiK^C^IedomMi% {wHioU balda - -^ • * 
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With joy yottr heroisin I rehearse* 

And give your mern'ry^ aH 1 can-^a Tcrse* 

Oh I may thU land your guardian care engage. 

Your g;reat example fire with gexi'rous rage. 

And warm to glorious deeds each future age. 

Thou BarraSy' liear! and deign t'approve the lays. 

That tiy my valiant ancestors to praise. 



} 



Now turning from the walls, high o'er tht steep 
Impending cliffs, wc view ihe boundless deep. 
All round the winding coast black rocks arise^ 
With >vi^d, uoiioiitli^v^nety surprise. 
The waves roll flowju}fl»silcnt to the shore»' 
Then dash the craggy reck, with sullen roair; . 
From rock to rock the breaking surge rebounds, 
While endless echoes catch and. swell the sounds. 
The green sea here with ceaseless fury raves, 
And tosbing high in air her raging waves. 
Bursting they fall with. loud repeated shock. 
And ill white torrents pour along the rock. 
But off from shore: in peace the ocean lies, 
Ting'd with the colours* o( the> glowing skies. 
The gentle breezcis sports iipon the deep, . 
And murmVing Sf^f^. U^ Vast expansion sw^p ; 
Refulgent f^h/^ebqs, in .iperidian height. 
Enrobes the 4i|cm, w^ve <w.ith fiaiszling: light ;: 
The sparklii)^ b^^^ros^^p the 9t»0Qth suciaee plaj»,j2^ 
A nd streams oif fo^m float to'er the wat' ry wny. : 4 
Here let description cease,, btti yet prolong 
Thy ttsk^ my muse, andonpraliK^ the S6n'g. 
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Think, all who ga^e on fattiM Dunnetlar*$ wall, 
Like it shall aH tervostrial glory fklU 
Vouih ^ics apace, frail bcnuty moets decay. 
The roighty's strength like ice ih«)l m^t away, 
Uiches take wings, aiwl fame's far sounding btmst 
Shall die a^way, tlie pride of powV be |eet» 
Health, pleaawes, Ufip^ shallpass, a l^ilittg^ow'r, 
Sport of a davi and pageant of an hour. 
Fix not wi these rfiy heart* but rise sublime, 
And seek a'bHss unmovM by f>ite or time. 
Virtuo alone can give eternal joy,' 
No chance can alter, no posse^sioit cfoy. 
Virtue, like this great rock, standsiifmiy brave, 
And scorns the ebb or flow of fortune's wave ; 
Uhmov'd, the storms bf life can calmly bear. 
Collected In itself, and void of fear. 
E'en wlien these rocks and seas shall pass away, 
And that bright orb no longef pour the day. 
Virtue shall stand th^ test, like gold refin'd, ' 
And beam immortar radiance on the n^ind ; 
Through endless ages gain increasing store 
Of light and life, and joy, and active pow*r. 
And bloom when time and natute are no more. 



! 



Stondbtpren is a sonall town, situateA 
at <4» foot of high cliffi, on thc^dge of 
the sea, afld herie takes the forip of it 
bay. Xfee.bax;bq|*r a^its ^ /ew, jbip». 
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which at high water may find entrance. 
Little trade is carried on, and the iiiha- 
bit^nts do not consist of. above .twelve 
hundred |)ersons. ^' ■ ■ 

Two miles south of Dunnottar Castle 
is a rock, called Foulsheugh, where im- 
mense numbers of sea fowl brped^ Called 
kittywakes. Tlie method «f taking 
them is singular, A man is wrapped in 
a blanket, with a sort of truss round his 
waist, to which a rope is fastened tliat 
serves to suspend him amidst the rocks, 
for the purpose of taking these birds* 
They are caught with a long pole, haying 
two prongs at the end resembling a fork, 
by. means of which the bird is entrapped ; 
and* th«. fowler, letting the pole gently 
9IJP tl^rc^igh his hands j seizes the bird 
alive, and puts it.iato a bag which. :U 
slang to . his ^giijclle. . Th^^e birds are 
pate^if arHi:Q0nsi4ere4 a,gpQd,piwocati\^ 
tp,*^.aBpq^ite ;.,lwtvfrofljjthe,&h^'fci3t^^ 
they h^ve,. I^shAuId^pot think them.ver}^ 
palatable.. Thp//ej|thei;s. Qf the.kittyr 
va|ces are of so downy a quality,. j^tQ* he 

VOL. II. H 
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of considerable value, and are used fdr 
beds* 

There is another «wt of bird which 
breeds in these enormous rocks, called 
tlie coot. Thie egg is larger than that 
of a turkey, of a green colour, spotted 
with black, and when boiled hard resem- 
bles in taflte tliat of a plover* 

A mile from Stonehaven is the ancient 
seat of the Barclay's of Urie- The 
great grandfather of the present Mr. 
Barclay, the famous pedestrian, was the 
author of the Apology for the Quakers ; 
and in thfe mansion is shewn the closet, 
in which he composed that work. He 
was the great advocate of that sert, 
and his piety, moderation, and atnlities, 
will ever render his memory worthy of 
the highest esteem and respect 

His son, the i^ther of the present Mr. 
Barclay, was the person, wiu^, by his 
persevering industry and skill in.agticuU 
ture, irst converted barren heaths into 
rich fields <^ clover, oats, and wheat; 
and instead of sterile wastes, made the 
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lands smile with abundance and ferti- 
lity. 

On the top Of a AiUi OPt far distant 
from the house of Urie, is the burial- 
place of the family, where this distin- 
guished character is interred. 



H2 



148 A CALEDONIAN EXCUBSIOff* 



LETTER XliL '^ 



;..:ii 
./■i 



Kinnettles, September 15. 

Such is the hospitality I experience in 
Scotland, that I cannot stop hy the way 
but in the mansions of friends or relations* 
This afternoon brought me to Kinnettles, 
—it is a very sweet place, sequestered at 
the foot of steep hills, clothed with dark 
woods* The house is open. to a fine 
lawn, and presents a more cultivated 
country than I have seen during my nor- 
thern excursion. 

On leaving Dunottar House, I pro^ 
ceeded to Lawrencekirk. Thii| village 
derived all its beauty and flourishing ap* 
pearance from the late Lord Gardenstone, 
whose fine taste and philanthropic spirit 
led him to be of considerable benefit to 
the country in which he lived. His 
Lordship here established a public li* 
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bfAry atid Hius^upiy.fof the amusement ^ 
<J^;.Jt^lpse trav^U^rs^wfeo r^ofted; ta.the, 

iBMfth,abu^(y)y mii^jf:igpffyair)t 4P4'iidic5 
j§r^ODis>;. .that<;tjbfcfi lib^:ar'3? U^,. <tf'ilAlte 
y/ears^%^eai>^ces^^rily closed? f .: : .:: 

(kbj^(J/fftr:>be.49llo:wiijg q?egli>t (Sket^bv 
of fhi^ Lor^hip's ($hjjrjiet?r, wbi^ihi- from; 
]»^9 4«timacy. ykheyhh tar^^p^nw t«t 
rctlied ,i»:i^ft*: authf^nt^jc \^it4! iU^ty ^ JVIr^ 
E subjoined it; • to Lord GatdipA 

sfohe'si tstzv&lliiig aj^nierandums ; and 
has' now ddiie m9 th« favour <^ allowing 
me to puWish it in • this work.; — , 

*' The sound judgment^ classical taste,- 
and comprehensive genius of Lord Gar- 
denstone, are. evidently seen in th^e un-» 
premeditati^ memorandums which form 
the s«bstanee pf tl\e third and the two pre- 
cediiag. volumes. They were invariably- 
written in haste, and " on the spur of the 
o^asion ;" yet they discover, not only 
just^servatiop; on the different subjects 
which present themselves, but a gaiety 
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of manner joined to a perspicuity and 
force of expression, \irhich never fki!ed 
to distinguish whatever his Lordship at- 
tempted io dcterihe^ Na one ccMld- 
m^Fe readily form tk cmreM opinion of 
men and manners; nor msi any diie 
more a {rlemt to the^detencies add de- 
corumit iffhich so 0reatiy- contribute to 
^ve a higher re)ish to the bfest enjoy* 
flienti» of .sbciaPihterboube j and which^ 
SO coHi»iderkb}y teiid to • iAfluenci-the' 

happiness -of teiman life. 

«* Hi^ letter to th« kihabitaiiits StkiB 
j^roimtit yiilag^ of Lawreiicekirk, exfaibka 
a bind anffqated with the most afdent 
dfesire • to ptbliidte the happiness of his 
rising- com munity J and free frOtta the fht-; 
tei:s of illiberal prejudice 5 bttt under the 
strongest imprfedsioris ofthe^ wisdom and 
goodftess of the Deity, in hife govern- 
ment of the umverf?e; and a fitta belief 
in the infinite advantages which man- 
kind derive from the blessings and com- 
forts of revelation. In his observations 
on the government of the diftferehl io\itJ>^. 
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tries through which be passed, it is im- 
possible to avc»d observing the invariably 
disposition he manifests, to give a de? 
.qid^d preference to that of Great Britain^ 
.and to speak in terms of just praise of 
the superior excellence of our hapjiy 
constitution : — ^* After many struggles,*' 
aays his Lordship, ** we have pbtained a 
^^ firm establishment of laws, under a 
/* well-limited anonarchy. The wisest 
>^ a,nd best of our ancestors never aimed 
/^ at more i and the attempt to introduce 
/^ arepublic» though apparently success* 
, ** ful. tor some time, ended in tyranny.*' 
—^TraveUing Mtmorandtms^ voh ii. p. 
2 & S. 

** His taste and judginent in the fine 
' arts are evident and striking, wherever 
. the subject occurs^ to call thejn fof th p 
and the selection which he. made when 
in Italy, tor his ovyn private collection, 
from paintings by the first masters, in 
copies, rather than supposititious origi- 
nals, affords the strongest confirmation (o 
the truth of this observatipnt 
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" Lord'GavdenstoAeM eloquence jfras 
the most natural and energetic. There 
was -in the tone of his voice; -a harmony 
MHi modulation, which arrested tke at- 
tention of the hearers, and delighted 
those^ vAtO listened to him. - His manner 
cdrresponded to his voice, and both, 
•united, contributed like a cliarm, tb 
•make his eloquence irresistiWe. No one 
possessed the power of wit and humour^ 
'in a more eminent degree, but both were 
of the chastest kind, tempered alike with 
judgment and good-nature. He always 
spoke to please^ never to offend. His 
conversation was enriched with apt- and 
happy illustrations of the various topics 
in' di<!Cu^ions, and whether these were 
;gay -or * grave, he never failed to com- 
, manfl the- strong points of every subject, 
-arid to for4n> the conclusion with infinite 
-vivacity, or the most solemn propriet)^ 
Indee<?, few excelled ; and, if the par- 
tiality of a friend may be admitted, not 
- many equalled him in all the best quali- 
ties of polite conversation. HisJanguage^ 
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his maoaner, and his sentiments, were pe- 
culiarly those of a gentleman ; and from 
a memory well stored with whatever was 
worthy of remark in men or things, he 
never failed to furnish a valuable and no 
inconsiderable portion of whatever passed 
ip that company who had the good for- 
tune to have him as a member. To na- 
ture and genius he owed much. His . 
comprehension embraced, at the first 
glance,.. whateyef. was important in the 
subject which presented itself; and his 
talent for discrimination was. such, that 
he at once seized the essential circum- 
stances, and rejected whatever was ftitile 
and insignificant. Above all, the quali- 
ties of his heart beamed through what- 
ever he said or did. His benevolencer 
was warm andexte^siye, neither cramppd' 
by pr^^d^ce, nor narrowed by the par- 
tialities wJJ^^:fe,tcK) fre<iuently influence 
ey€^ good xQ^ji* His heart and ius hand 
werjB ip. uni^ij* and when lie jemWke^^^ 
in what he. cpn^^edved. w;as calculateH ie 

prom<|te the happiness of deserving indi-' 
h3 • ..I. 
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viduals, no honorabld ei^rtion was 
spared, however troublesome to himself, 
to secure the object he aimed. 

*" To specify the instances of bfenex^- 
lence, which distinguished ' him from 
youth to mature and honorable ^ge,* 
would be to record the material circuiA- 
staiicelSj of his life* ^ot satisified with 
the or'din&Ty occurrences which were 
occasionally presented, the principle' of 
benevolence was continually exerting 
itself in search of opportuiiitfes of floihg 
good; and his kmple mind was con- 
stantly dictating tlioSe deeds of Intmifi- 
ceiice whicli gave l&im the just^st titfe to 
fee cohsideftd, by iA\ whx) had die hap- 
pihess ofknomvig hito, ^s Ae fricxid d£ 
Kuman Iwind. 

^ Irtiese art bat feint tt*c«s t)f the 
chajracter of One t»^orfe iieorth was well 
known to i^e Writer, ^o H^tm the tirc* 
mory oF Lord Gardeftstottfe %iH ire tever 
^ear, tin his bwti rjSBi€\tibriitlc^^ Mnd 
other laculties^ ^liidi'feil^^I^ 
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To an elegant taste for literature, he. 
tinited a lively vein of humour with infi- 
nite wit, in which, sometimes at the ex- 
pence <^ others, he innocently indulged 
iumself, as may be perceived by the fol- 
iQving anecdote of him : 

Travelling through the Highlands of 
Scotland, he rested at an inn where the 
landlord's name was Grant. LordGar- 
denstone availing himself of the partiality 
<^ \m host £>r his own c2aii, expatiated 
an the antiquitf of the name. The land- 
lOTd Wia aware that few, if any,^0f tike 
Highland claAs oould date fiir^r badkt 
tmt when hh Lordship stated, that the 
tMMne was known pAar to the jBood, the 
landlord seeflved rather confoutided, ^till 
Lotd 6ardensto»e,tbrem€rvel^ dodbts, 
desired him to read frMn a Bible thbii in 
the Toom, the *th Terse' of the 6th chap- 
ter of Genesis, which iie (fid icc^rd- 
ingly in these words— > l^tei^e lifrerc 
"gnmts on the earth in those dajrs,^ the 
landlord was.^utte elated ty the diW- 
ywy^ and expressed a strong seh^h of 
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bis obligation to Lord Gardenstone, for 
making him acquainted with a fact, se 
highly honorable and interjesting to his 
family: — and Lord Gardenstone ww 
muQh entertained at the eflfect prodiused 
on his credulous . host by the slight 
altexation he had made on tlie word 
giants. 

From Lawrepcekirk I reached fire- 
chin, which stands .on. the Soutli Esk 
river : formerly it was . a. rich, and* an- 
cient bishopric^ fiwftdecl by Dayid/L 
TheCuldees had a.copY^Ot her^, ;|ki*d 
there was likewise, an Iwspital c»U^ 
Makon.de Dicu J founded, by .William d.e 
Brechin, for the xepmr of tb€>'s(mls of tjiie 
kings William and ; AJexaudar. - . -. 

The catliedral is a Gothic, pile,;; part 
is ruinous, but the western part is used 
as the parish chur<:h. The steeple or 
tower is 120 feet high. At a small dis- 
tance from the aisle stands the ^singular 
round tower, of which no record exists 
of its original design, and scarce a tra<> 
dition of any consistency or credibility. 
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One, exactly similar, though not so en- 
tire, and only one besides it, remafins in 
the kingdom. It stands in the church- 
yard of Abemethy, the ancient seat of 
the fetish government, to whose inge- 
nuity the structure of these elegant re- 
mains of antique architecture is ascribed. 
When Edward Longshanks stripped the 
Scotch of «v«ry monument of their inde- 
pendenjcewhidi his. violence, could reach*, 
he deprived antiquaries and historians of 
joine^t^iiths of the docume^itB by which 
thfi stale. of society and the arts in those 
remote piEitiods could be ascertained ; 
and there arejnarks of spoliation to be 
seen in- the. tower of.Bra^hin, which may 
perhaps be referred to his barbarous and 
despotic hands. "* 

♦ " The height of the tower is eighty feet; th^ 
inner diameter, within a few feet of the bottom^ ik 
eight feet; thc.thickj^ss of the wall at that part, 
seyen feet^ two toches, so that the whole diameter if 
fi^eea feet, t«a. inches ; ih^ circumference^ thitty- • 
eight feet, eight iacbcft ; which proportion .gives tlie 
building an inexpressible elegance. The top- is roofed 
with au octagoncU spire, twenty-three feet high, 
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BredhLin eastle is romantically situated 
on a perpendicular rock overhanging the 
£sk» It is a modern building, surrounded 
by extensive and .beautifid pkasure- 
^olinds, the property of the Hon* Mtl 

M . Not a relic of tbe old casde 

is now remaining. It underwent a long 
siege in 1303, agakist the English under 
Edward I. and was gaUatvtiy defended 
by Sir Thomas Mauie<» who was slain, 
^erpion which it immediately surtendered. 

The aspect '«f the cmitxt^y iiow began 
to imptiove, though st£tt tbe sombre hue 
dPthe ^ver^reen w?imlat wiiic]bi>skirt the 
dark and helped, Gmn^i«l»,^9?eW pen- 
sive cast to «be soenl^y) .wfai^^^vttti 1^ 

which, make9 the whole, one 4ioJ^i)ved an) tbree. 
In this 9pire are fouf windows, placed alternate on 
itbe sidea, resting on the tdp of the tower : -hefirthc 
lop of the. tower are four others,, facing jjh'e'fottr car* 
4iaai poims.' Vhitr ihe'l^ottomime-tmi^ VLtch^^ o&e 
^itfatJi anotber^ in relief; '<o«r the top of; the outmesl 
is the Cfttcitixion ; hetwi2en .the jmuhMogsof ithiQ o9t* 
moat wa^ inner «i>e two.figi^fes, one o^ the Virgin 
Mftryy «nd the other of St. Johi»| the Cap and tbe 
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spft^klkig Egk) wintlikig through die vale, 
scfttdely Enlivened* ' 

Bet^Me^H Brechin and Forfar, at a 
i^hoit AtSOifi^ flH»3i the high rbad, are 
«he t^^^f MelgiTnd cfasfde, fbrm^Fly the 
rtiiMideiic^df GardliiialBc»toru From the 
Wi^^ ovier th^ Boudi £sk water, dsing 
above ttie tireeis ^telr embovi^er it, are 
seen the tow«ri 4>f l%agien ca^le, <m<re 
tlie seit ^f the pfo^ettfiui iatmly of Cr^- 
ibrd, ^^4kme ^o^rty in the county "of 
Angtts ims verjr ^ext^Mivd. ^ This pariti*' 
e^lat ^MUfte^^M^ pulteefd through mwy 
haiidfi IkMhift ft^ttt«4]pa)oe of time, 4tad 
a% ikkis ttoHMM » «te profrnty of it ifor- 
f iMMite ^MlaFr€httllt^ iiiliorlseqp8it>d*fy.as«i 
Amifteir «( «|ie«iMtidii ibr n profitalde 
tBMkeX, IteiiMM^rthnaridUste aadr'me^ 
flN»falMe^hiifeg. relative to tfaia bastle n, 
the speech which LindMjr Barl «xf Orliii:4 
ford 19 aaid to have made in it to his 
friends, after the defeat of Gordon of 
Huntly, in the iMittle of Brechin, May 
18, 1452. It is told by Drummond, of 
Hawthomden, in his History of James IL 
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There is a fall in Isla behind the fif aig 
called, the Reeky Lin, from the inces- 
sant smoke or vapour. raised by the wa* 
ter in its violent ajad almost precipitous 
descent. When the river, is swelled ,it 
must be sublim:e,;.at all times, itis.if^i 
resling, and by its height And force fOT- 
bids the furtlier Ascent of. the ^Impn, 
whi<^ ofteBr^bcRind in the* river below. 

On the Melguod, whicti.isHyfs from 
the Loch of Glenbratben, thcj^eiar)? se^i^e- 
ral picturesque jSitts. At t^ juf^tiiQii of 
the Isla with: .the MelgaQd^-aiiA pthei; 
tributary Mreaais, .wtdcb'/arnij^ boun- 
daries of ;isew]era} ocfxtigiwiisrof^nst^efij 
stands.- the )ai^aiit>oaj8tle*:of >i^j|y,',paft, 
ofJwhiohi bas. lately .bteu rfp^ye^. an4 
madeihabitafale*;. :ItiCe«erlo9lll'fouf xlifi^ 
rent parishes.: jAkly, ; AlytJl^f jGLIenipla, 
and:Glenbra&ea:»^;.i.. « 'a'j** :r 
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XETTER XLII. 



Kinncitles, Sfptefwber itfthl * 

There are few counties in Scotland, 
in which some' interesting obje^^t does 
not present itself to th« notice o^ travef- 
lert. Glammts castle, in the vicinity df 
.Ktnnetties, i» one of no incotasiderabre 
distinction. This venerable structure h 
the property of the Karl rf Strathriiore, 
and is his seat in Scotland. ^ -Many noble 
edifices are called castles, without' the 
icast analogy to sudi a style of architec- 
ture : this is not the case with Glammis. 
There is a statel)'' grandeur in the' form- 
ation of the building, which earxies' the 
imagination back to feudal times. Its 
ponderous walls, small turrets, and nu- 
merous 'round towers surmounted witli 
gold balls, high narrow windows, and 
rude diversity, give a character and 
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effect to the whole that are very strik- 

Glammis Castle originally .belonged to 
the crown, and was an old habitable 
mansion in 1372; when it was granted 
by Robert the Second to Sir John Ryan, 
his special favorite, who not long after- 
wards received his daughter Lady Jean 
Stewart in marriage, itnd was advanced 
4o.be a }ord qC p»riiament| by the title 
of Lord Glamoiis. ^ The Casitle, ftince.ilis 
original construction, has been greatly 
enlarged and improved. 

Glaminis b^ing the scene of the good 
Duncan's tragical deaths gives an interest 
to the place it would not otherwise pos* 
sess. From some historical records, it 
appears to have been once in the pos- 
session of the famous Macbeth, and 
Shakespear tells us» 

« By Sinvl's* death I know f in Thane of Glammis/' 

But Shakespear, in bis play of Macbeth, 

• Macbeth*$ father. 
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dilOSers from, trddttionary fatts^ a»d kyi) 
the scene at Inverness. ^ Within a lew 
yards: d»f the manse of Glamipis an obeliskt 
of rude design is to be seeja^ erected, 
as is gisaneraliy supposed,, W^ the ^anemory 
of Matcoltn, tfaei Sefcond^ King of Soot- 
land, wJbo ms murdered if) 103^4^. The 
perpeilretorii of this hortid tleed fled With 
precipttati6n eastward. 'It Was then night, 
and th6 iields vrj&ie covered with snow. 
By mistake they took their way a^rosfi^ Uia 
bke i^fVirfar> vrhtretbipiy perished.: ^ 
' This monument lliid Rev^ Mr; L > » i 
of OlaihftliS) shewed me ; it st&sds in his 
garde)!. €hi one side of it there areitiicf 
figures of two men, who, by thtiratti^ 
tude, seem to be forming the bloody 
conspiracy. A lioii and a centaur, ota 
the tipper part, represent' the shocking 
barbarity of the crime* On the reverse, 
two kinds of^sh are engraven as a «ym» 
bolicad representation of the lake in 
which th^ assassins' iwere drowned. 

I was shewn the chamber in the castle, 
in which Duncan was saui to hftve been 
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murdered: -it i$ dttMb^d in; tlid 'Sout&r 

wing} andi6<smaI},^mtiqiid,dnd'giooinyV 
the bed i^ preserved, b»tfetiuii?ed'tothe. 
upper story. ' 'i /* .; i' ' ' * - 't / 

. The apa^tifii^nts are constant with the^ 
ancient and heavy 43]>lendor of the<!a4(le ;* 
particularly tlie great hall, winc&*Js^¥ur^' 
nished with the clumsy grandeur of for-; 
mer times. The walls are ' hung witl\ 
many fine old portraits t the following 
are the most ck>nspicuoud : / ' ' •.. ; : 
The centre piece is Earl Patrick aacC 
his fiimily, who lived at GlammisJ'in 
16S8. The castle: usrepieseiiteditn^ Hie 
background, with the .tbisecigaites.. (since 
taken down), leading to the park. 
. There is a good portrait of the Honor- 
able Mr. Lyon, . brother, to the Earl of 
Strathmore,' who was barbarously niux-i 
dered in the' East. indiea, with about 
twenty British officers, wljt^n invited to 
an entertainment of one of the native 
princes. There is oae:iof the Countess of 
Chesterfield* a celebrated .beauty and 
great coqilette in the court of Chiules 
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the iSecond. The expression of the 
countenance^ with alMts loveliness, be- 
speaks the levity of her mind. 

The dark expressive features of Lord 
Lauderdale pourtray the tyrannic cruelty 
for which he was &med. It is painted 
by Sir Peter Lely* 

The other. {KHtraits. are Charles the 
Second, James the Second, Earl of Ches- 
terfield, Lord-Dundee, Queen Maty of 
Medina, the Pretemdar's Mother, Queen 
Mary, wife of .King William, Charles 
.the First, the great. Duke of Ormond, 
and several Earls and Countesses of 
Strathmore* Of the painters of these 
portraits I coiild.Qbt^n no information. ^^ 

The ehap^l . is . a mpst ancient and. sifi- 
gular looking place^.i.Over 'the, altar is;^ 
-crucified Saviour^ painted on ^Qod,'^th 
this inscription, beneath : 

Jesus, Sow op God, 

. j »;>.-'. . Recldemdd the world; * * ^ 

^' ' '•• ' *^-* "... ^ • ^.•» '• : . !,♦ '. • 

On each side this painting are St,/. John 

and St; Peten. Those bIso; .had v^rip- 
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tibns, signifying the manlier ci tbeif 
death. That on St. Peter is : 

<* H« was crucified at Rome, with his bead down- 
wards, and buried in the Vatican thcrftJ*' 

The resit of the apostlea, in the eatne 
style, ^re placed round the dnpeL 

Our Saviour Ijring ii> titt manger is 
over the door, and ^m the ^ceiling, in 
small compartsaaents, are represented the 
various miracles he performed. 

Hie M^ioie of these designs and paint- 
ings were executed by 4 Lady in 168S, 
and are finely done. There is an extra- 
ordinary hieroglyphic above the altacr- 
piece, expresMve of the Holy Trinity, 
ivhie^ I understood very few persons lisu] 
l>een aUe to explain* 

Every chamber in OlamoMs is hung 
with tartan furnittire, ttiteniipd to cifaa- 
facterize the different clans* When the 
Pretender etept b^re^ eijgl^ty beds were 
made, besides others for the inferipr 
serraiftts. 

I» this «»tle th«M is a ^steset apart- 
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mefit, which, it is said, will contain 
twelve, persons, and which is only knowii 
t0 the present Lord Strathmore and liis 
steward. 

In a field, adjacent to^Mr. Lyon's 
garden, there is a stone, on which are 
delineated a variety of characters similar 
to tiiose mentidned 6n Ihe stone erected 
to Malcolm, and intended, as is supposed^ 
to express tlie same facts. And at the 
distance of one mile from Glammis, 
near a place caHed Gossans, there is an 
obelisk, not less curious than either of 
the two preceding monuments. It is 
vulgarly called St. Orland's Stone. No 
probable conjecture haS been formed, 
relative to the facts designed to be per- 
petuated by it. On one side is a cross ; 
on the other, four mea^on horseback 
appear to be making the utmoH dispatch. 
One horse is trampling under foot a wi14 
boar, and on the lower part of the stone, 
there is the %are of an animal somewhat 
like a dragon. It is jt|iou^ht that these 
l^gures represent dfficers pf justice in 
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pursuit of Malcoliq's piufderers i-buttiiis 
opinion is not supported by any very 
ancient record* It seemsto rest solely 
upon the arbitrary interpretation of the 
symbols themselves. 

There is a fortification on the top of a 
hill, in the parish two miles south-west 
from Glammis, known by the naine of 
Denoon Castle. It seems probable that 
it was originally designed for a place of 
retreat in times of danger* It is encom- 
passed by a wall, supposed to have been 
twenty-seven feet high, and tliirty broad. 
There are two entries on the south-east, 
and another on the north-west. The 
whole circumference is about three hun- 
dred and forty yards ; and although this 
wall is much defaced, and almost covered 
with grass, yet there are evident traces 
of buildings in the intermediate space, 
and there might have been u fountain on 
the top, as has been mentioned. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



Kin nettles, September 17. 

The town of Forfar is situated a few 
miles from Kinuettles. It was once a 
place of some note, but many of the 
means of illustrating the antiquities con< 
nected with it are lost, by the ^ame 
causes which have involved the early 
history of all countries and places in 
obscurity. The names of places recal 
everywhere the recollection of departed 
royalty. The residences of msyesty, a 
place of strength, and the quondam re* 
fuge of the defenceless, has long since 
vanished. The site, with some frag- 
ments of the rubbish, are still to be seen, 
as well as the vestiges of the moat which 
surrounded it. A figure of the castle 
forms the crest or seal of the burgh, with 

VOL, II. I 



170 A CALEDONIAN EXCURSION. 

a motto lately circumscribed— ar5 fuit^ 
res prospercB manenL 

In the steeple i« preserved an iron 
chain, and a sort of bridle, and which, 
tradition says, the witches, about the 
middle of the century beforfe last, were 
led to execution and fastened to the 
stake. Upwards of sixty of the trials of 
these unhappy creatures were, not long 
ago, in prescTvation among the records 
of the burgh. Many of them have been 
lent and lost ; a few only remain. 

In the records of the parish of Cor- 
tachy, in this presbytery, there is a curi- 
ous entry, in nearly the following words : 
— ** No sermons at Cortachy this day, 
•* the minister being at Clova, at the 
** trial or execution of a witch,'' 

In a moor in this parish, about a mile 
from the town, there are the vestiges of 
a camp, which its form indicates to have 
been Rqman: nes^r it also, is a small 
tumulus, which the people call Elphus- 
ton Hill, or Hillock ; as it is supposed 
to have been in this moor that king Al- 
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pin fell in conflict with Tereditb, the 
Kcjtish usurper. It is conjectared thai 
Eljjhuston ife a corruption rf Alpftn, and 
that this fcnpll fnay be the grave o^ tlte 
unfbrtunate Scotch monardti ; and if w, 
it is a spot the moralrst must view with 
interest. . . 

A little from the €aat9 stand the ruitis 
of the church and priory of Kestenot. 

The parish of thai name had 6eeA 
umted to Fotikr at a period unklio^y 
but probably about the time rf the fle- 
&ritiation. The priory was a l^ramli of 
the mtmastery c£ Jedburgh, when pro-* 
bably its cbartulary and vs^aUe effeots* 
were secuied from the depredations of 
tihe borderers. Before the t»e of arars 
it must have been a plaK:a of considerabie 
sirength, as it was surrounded by the 
wyters of the Joke of that nMie» whiob 
Ike prqiiitttQry Mr.I>6mp3ter^ some yews 
ago, dl-ained fbor the peat atnl 2nad:6 
wfaidi itsJbedaiFotided^ of imm^iaoe valae. 

iFhs s|)iite, ike masbniy a£ wh|ch be- 
speahi'great axiiisfmiy^,Bmid peirtof the 
12 
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Walls (rf the church, <rf Gothic character, 
are. tolerably entire. The walls have 
received: soiqa repairs; and the are^i 
which they inclose, and which was for^ 
merly a common place of burial, is notw 
the appropriate dormitory of the families 
of Dunichen and Burnside. 

The monument of Aberlemni is by 
immemorial tradition, commemorative of 
the signal defeat of the Danes by Mal- 
colm II. who was murdered in the castle 
ofGlammis. 

The invaders, who made a descent at 
Lunan Bay, were first defeated at lied 
Castle. In their flight towards Moray- 
^ire, they were overtaken at Aber- 
lemni, where they received a signal 
overthrow ; and the remnant of them 
that reached the ships and sailed round 
tilie coast of Moray Frith, havmg made 
a plundering incursion into that part of 
the country, were surrounded by the 
posse condtatus of the Prince, and were 
cut to pieces on the sands of Gomrie, 
where their bones, sometiines of an im«- 
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mense size, are to this day thrown up by 
the violence of the waves ; and some of 
their sculls were at one time built into 
tlie gable of the parish church, which 
Stands upon the brink of a rock, com- 
manding a view of the scene of action. 

Red Caistle stands on a high cliff on 
the south side of the Bay of Lunlm. It 
was once the residence of William the 
LioD) by whom it is said t& have been 
l)ui!t4 Its remaining flrlagments carry 
the appearance of antiquity. 

Inthe mountainous part ^fAngii8*shii« 
there is a singular disease, caHled the 
leaping ^guey resembling St. Vitus*s 
dance. I heard of it during my stay 
in the neighbourhood of Forfar; but 
understand it is hot peculiar to that 
place, although sometimes the^ mbal)i- 
tants have been afflicted with it. The 
disease has for many ages been known 
by the name of St. Vitus's dance ; but 
it is only within these forty or fifty 
years it has attracted particular notice in 
some parts of Angus-shire. 'About forty 
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years ago it was remarkably prevalent in 
JBrechin and its neighbourhood. It doed 
not appear to have any thing in camman 
with an ague» except that it is intermilr 
ting» The patient is never strongly 
alSected. He is eomciouft of the ap- 
pirofieh o( the fit, and under it vufite a 
temporary suspenskm of fear or sense of 
danger ; or attention to any thing except * 
the stcaq^gamboling operation to which 
he 16, perhapa» after all, only instinct^' 
ively impelled* He generally discovers 
» s/bfQUHg kiciuaatioa to rua, and to climb 
Ufto situatio&» at otlier timea iaipracti*- 
tnbief or. capi^le of exciting terror, but 
iriiicb at those tim^ he p«rft)rm9\with 
•ppareitf ease and {Measure -, and to i£r 
terrupC biitt in iU which the terrified 
4ipectator^ ignorant of the nature of the 
complaint, is always ready to do, is said 
to have very distressing effects. Some^ 
times the ease and regularity with which 
the patient, in a series of fits, goes 
through certain evolutions, is truly 
amazing. I am told the person afflicted 
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>vill scramble up tl>e side of a wall with 
the rapidity of a cat, and leap over 
tables and chairs in the most surprising 
manner. Young people are more sub- 
let to the disease than old ; and the de- 
,licate more than tlie robust. 

Tbou^ it is often tedious of cure, it 
is not known to Imve, proved fatal. Sti- 
mulating medicine,^ and a mode of treat- 
ment to strengthen the system, are the 
most approved meaiftsi b£ rdkf; but it 
often goes off without ftredickl aW. ' 

The rural village of Meiglfe is replete 
with antiquities. Xn the church-yatd 
are two large carved upright «taae«, vUh 
Some very curious hieroglyphics carved 
upon therii.* ' : . • 

* f* In the upper part of one front arc dogs' and 
horsemen; below are represented foujr ^wild beasts 
resembling lions devouring a human figure* The 
country people call all of them Queen Varona's 
grave-stonesj and relate that she was the \vifc of 
King Arthur. The traditions of this part are no^ 
very favourable 4o her memory The peasants assert, 
that after the defeat of her lovcry she was iropri- 
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They are so close by the road-side, no 
traveller of observation can pass without 
noticing them* 

I understand that Professor Playfair, 
of St. Andrew's, has entered into a mi- 
nute and detailed explanation of these sin- 
gular pieces of sculpture. The vulgar 
tradition of this sepulchral monument i», 
that Varona, also called Wanor, and 

donfrl pn; Ae hUl of Barrs, opposite to this plA£<« 
and that 9be died there, and was interred in the pa* 
rish of Mf ^le* Others again say, that she was torn 
to piiTes by wild leasts, to which this sculpture o% 
ludcs- It is Sported rhat her gra^e was surrounJf^d 
by three «f€Hiesy in form i^a tti:ilngl(i, mortised irtU> 
. oiseJin0theT*.: Some. of th<'m. have holes and gioovcs^ 
for that {^ui-pose, hui are now diijoiMed and retnuvcd, 
to different places. , ^ 

The stones are very curious ; on one is engraved a 
chariol with a driver, and two persons on it ; be- 
hind is a monster resembling a hippopotamus di vOnr* 
ing a prostrate human figure. On another stone is 
the representation of an eh-phanl, or at least an ani- 
mal with a long proboscis. Whence could an artist 
cf a barbarous age acquire these ideas of centaurs, 
or of animals proper to the torrid zone ?" 
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Guinevar, the British Helena, was the 
wife of King Arthur, who flourished in 
the sixth century. In a battle between 
the army of that monarch and the united 
forces of the Scots and Picts, Varona 
was taken prisoner, and carried with 
other spoils to Barry Hill, where she 
lived some time in miserable captivity. 
The character of that unfortunate per- 
sonage is drawn in the darkest colours. 
She is represented as having held an un* 
lawful correspondence with Morbid the 
Pictish king, which provoked the jea- 
lousy of her husband^ ajod e2(cited him to 
take up arms to aveoge the injury he 
had sustained. As a punishment for 
her enormous crimes, it is related, she 
was torn in pieces by wild beasts, and 
her body was buried at Meigle, where a 
monument was erected to perpetuate her 
infamy. 



IS 
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LETTER XLIV. 



Sliding, September 1S« 

No scenery can be viewed in a mtMre 
favorable point thto entering Perth from 
the north. Those pastoral landscapes, 
which> on coming froto the Highlands, 
Were regarded as instgniiicant, a second 
visit pf esented many beauties before 
entirely dved^ked* The green meada 
'sloping to the nve/t^ v^ith die silvery 
beiaift<B 6f the moon playing aa the Tay» 
and givi^ a solemn grandeur to the 
%<)CKk, the hfllS) and the town, teiided^ 
when seeik from the nobte bridge, to rset 
6ff eVery object to the greatest advan- 
tage ; and this town is justly admired for 
the rural beauty of its situation. 

The stages, travelling from Perth to 
Stirling, improved every mile m culti- 
vation } but there is, as I before remarkr 
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ed, a singularity- in the disjjosition of tUe 
scenery here, which a painter would 
chooise, were h^.disp0894 to form an 
enchanting iandso9|>e ; kjL every varied 
part it is so pictur^i^i)e ^,pA lovely. 
« Thi§ morping I w^lced to one of the 
highest points, called Abbey Or^* I 
am in doubt whether ^her^ is aot from 
its. top a more qqi^m^nding apd extensive 
view, than the ope presented frpip Stir- 
Ijog Castle.. I); embi^es ,th@ s^me ob- 
jects, y(li^ the (a44iti9na]i^nd prpipinent 
one of iUe tow^> ^^P^f^ ^^ ^^^ ^^4^ ^f 
the steqp einineq<;9 wh^j?§ thp castle is 
pJ^ed- Tl^^ JFfitb ftf fifiTth, like a 
watery labyj^ipttji, ?pre^(?s through the 
yallejr, ip whijph Ije^ th^ pip^ll port of 
4^1100, w4 ahpye it i? seep the ancient 
pfxv^s gf Ofiic}fff^n9fi Tpwer, peeping 
firppa stmi^itsj^k m^ gW>W woods. 
In perspecjtivp ftrg. th^ ptppen^pus jrange 
of mountains, with tlie gigantic heights 
of B€aEil<9ttiOiid and Benl^ iMMJAdkig^the 
scene. ■ ^ » 

/Clackmannan Tower has T)een spoken 
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of by more than one tourist, not only 
from itsl)eing the property and residence 
of a venerable old Lady, whose husband 
was lineally descended from Robert 
Bruce, but from containitig the sword 
and helmet worn' by him at the battle of 
Bannockburn. 

This did Lady I well remember. She 
was a near relation of my father's, and in 
the days of my youth I spent thi-ee weeks 
in this romantic old castle. Lady Clack- 
mannan, to the day of her death, with 
much national pride and becoming dig- 
nity, used to shew the s^ord and helmet 
of her illustrious aiadestor to all strangeiS 
who resorted' to the castle.' She \f as a 
very surprising old Lady, but f shall 
enter into no account or panegytic of 
her, than what is given by ii Scotch 
author.* Bums the poet, in his Letters, 
speaks of her with admiration. 

• «< Catherine Bmee was-widow of Bewry BrUoe» 
the last laird of Claclnnannan. Thi» estate remained 
in the family <rf Bruce, intte direct Uoe;» from the 
days of David the Second. In the old tower, which 
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Abbey Craig is rendered conspicuous 
in history, from beingthe spot where Wal. 
lace stood with such undaunted braveiy, 
previous to the awfiil battle of Stirling*, 
whidv wasr followed by so dreadful a fate 
to the TEnglish, who were commanded by 

still remains,' were kcpt» in the possession of (he 
above-mentioned Lady> a two-handed sword of large 
size, and an helmet, worn by Robert . Bruce at the 
battle of Bannpckburn; both of which are now in 
the possession of the Earl of Elgin. In Catherine 
Bruce, who reached her ninety-fifth year, and died 
ill November 1790/ the direct line became ^extihet. 
She waft one o^ those r^ae character^, which! at times 
^ppea;* on earth, as the ornament of their nature* 
Tg all the high sentiments*of a dignified and enlight- 
ened mihdy she added those amiable virtues of the 
heart, which render their influence irresistible. As 

■ lotrg as theHvedi therefore, the Tower of* C lite k man* 
nan was li^queilted by ber numerous friends aitd 
acqsiaiotancf, of various ranks andiof $11 ., f £,cs ;* ^or 
her cjureme weight of years had made^nol the least 
impression upon that happy vivacity and cheerfujn^s 
of temper, which had always made her company. so 
much'theadmitatioh of herfriemis. ' Shewa^ fbrm'ed 
to support to the last^ Vritk'undlininislied digfiity, tte 

' race from which she spning." . .;• ^ 



the Earl of Surrey. Walboe.uxqpQded 
the aj^rooch of bis formidable phaUux 
and their retreat, by sawiog.the post of 
tliebridge, then of wood? wiych, when 
the enemy were upon it, g?nre way, aiwJ 
they were precipitated into the roaring 
waters of Forth, which overwhelmed 
them. 

T>e, Warenne, Governor of Stirling 
Castle, surrendered it to Wallace. 

The bridge over this memorable spot 
is now built of stone j but in every tra- 
xlitio^ of Sir William Wallace, thi§ one 
i« told with proud exultation^ 
• Scrambling up the rocky heights «f 
Abbey Cfaig (it 'was Sunday)/ 1 perceiv- 
ed* a few!, stra^ling^; sheejp j ' and lying 
.carelessly fcy t^e side of t^iefji, a shep- 
h£rdKbiey,..with.a ho|^; which he was 
afttentivefy>pepu5if^v In madiag the Be¥, 
Mt. Orahktaie*s beautiful Poem, " TUe 
'^^ Sabbath,*' I admil'ed* the interesting 
description of siucli ^6,c^^ in ^d- 

.inii:ing:Jth«Jttfl^8,,l)plii#Yed.it a $jae poet- 
ical fiction. Thi^r however, is not the 



ease ; for on going, up to tbe child (yrho 
was not more than seven ^^ears of age), 
i found die Toiune Jbc vras reading to be 
a collection; of hymmu 
Mr* 6rah2ini?s roem on the ; Sabbath 

ran&thus: 

( • 

" 6 Scotland ! much I love thy tranquil daUs, 
But most on sabbath cvc, when low the swfi 
Slants through the tipland ciyp*, 'tis my dt^Iight, 
WandVitig ^m)ltq>|>ii)g ofi Co haw the^dug 
Of kmdfcjl ^rai^ i/oni ^uioblo i^ft. j , 

"Nor yet less pleasing, at the h^'av^nfy tkrotM?, *' '' 
The sabbath service '^^ehe slupfefeffl b^.' ' * ' 

lo icmi Idnc gletkf Klrre^fy'ry sotyid m hdlk 
To lluroher, saVe ih«;tinkl»|g ril\t ^ . .;,;;. 

Or. bleat of larob. <Jr hpverijig <i*ic}>n''S./^»'^r j;^- 
Stsetch'd on the swajd, he reads of Jx;8se's son, ' 
Or sheds a tear o'er him to Ko;ypl sold. 
And tirofidefs why h« weefi. Tlie^himetjlftB^di'^ 
With thyme spf^g IttidblMfMli the lc«1r«%'liel2Ayi( 
Tke snQTtA lays* 1^. weekly hmftnifiwn'd^ ., 
With mickle cafe b^eatb the lowly roof ... .^,|^ 
Thys nejidiog* hyn^ing, all alone, ujjseen^ ^ 
ITie shephcfd-boy the sabbath boly keeps.'' -- - 

The reason why the lower class of the 
Scotch are better educated than th^ 
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English, arises from the excellent esta- 
blishment of parish schools, which are 
instituted by act of parliament. The 
schoolmasters are appointed by the heri- 
tors of ev«iry dif&rent parish, who pay 
them a salary of three or four hundred 
marks a year (a mark is one shilling 
and a penny English) including a house 
and gsu'd^n. The eipoluments arising to 
the master from these schocds are from 
fifty to eighty pounds, which arise from 
what^are called, the school fees, that is, 
from twenty«£ve shillings to^ six and 
twenty a year, which includes readings 
writing, arithmetic,* and Latin. Those 
parents who are too poor to pay this low . 
sum for their children V education, have 
them instructed gratis, by the recom* 
qiendajtion of the heritors.* 

These scbods are annually visited by 
the ministers of flife presbytery, who ex- 
amine the scholars, arid certify that pro- 

* Mr. Whitbread's plan for the education of the 
poor was cohsidbrably diflfereiit 'frcim that practised 
in Scotland. *. • . i 
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per attention is paid to their educa- 
tion. ' '' 

In Scotland, except in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, there are no poors rates. The 
poor are supported by a collection jMtde 
every Siinday from the parishi<Mi«r«ut the 
church-door. The ministers atid'dlders 
inquire into their necesl^itous situation^ 
^nd according to their ^wttnts di^ti(9btcitb 
the money. ^ 

^ The elders aire men of t^e first respect* 
abili^ in the country,' whctoe office ivh 
toatterid to the aiHuiliioil of «h6-pMf, 
and to' assist bt the srdiAnitstratwn <^the 
saci'amentJ - They have a tt^te -eqiiafl- tb 
the minister in any <Jase laiA beforie^theni, 
and officiate in the same capacit-y -si 6^ 
churchwardeils-in Efriglimd. 

In Stirling there istaridis an •hospital, 
which was^ erected by Mi'. Johii ^©waii, 
writery for the reception of tWfei'Ve <te- 
cayed Guild brethren. - They were to 
dwell in the house erected for theip, 
where every ac<Jomm6cI*tion for tlieir 
peace and comfort was provided by the 
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deed of iportificatioj?* Durmg the lapse 
of eighty-one years, only one man could 
be fduad who would accept of this eha- 
ritf. A striking instance either of the 
indepfiftdence, or the comfortal^le eas;r 
ciretimrtanceaof that clasa of nien, for 
whom the charity was intended* 
. . AW that remains o^tl^^, ancient ^.bbey of 
€iimbu3kem^th .^s th? iieavy tower ^^^4 
antique gateway. It is situated ,on. t;te 
Jb9fders of , tbe Fortbt apd was fpui|ded 
l^y P«¥iA thft J^irst of &;otlaQd» in.iH7» 
iMr fEMps regular, of t^ order of,. St* 
Auguftiae? Jaxoe^ t^ Third mi xxh 
Qoeep ari^ si^id to ht buried he^^.. .^ hen 
Stirling was the residence of th^ ^cotJBh 
i^ouft^ the abbots of Cambuskenneth 
were generally intrusted with important 
transactions isx affaiirs of state. The 
^pnes of Cambuidcenneth wer^ taken dur- 
ing the period of Lord Moira's govern- 
ment, to build a stately palace adjoining 
.to^Stirling :Castle ; but it was considered 
so sacrilegious an ^ct tliat the* palace was 
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xiever fiiliabedy and it is sittid be never 
enjoyed prosperity afterwaf4s^;. i 

Tiie churdK is a VjenembSe /Str^le^ure. 
Tb€ east ^rt Lof jt, caUecttfaie ^d^^ ^4p 
iHiib: by . CstFdkal Beatort. Tb0> west 
.chur<^ is'suppod^ to bave^iieenbaikby 
JE>avid Bnite« ' . 

From tkerlinmd; terrace :whtdk;f;oe^ 
round the castle, is seen a spot called 
the King's Park, where th^ court uSed 
to divert themselves with hunting the 
flfadr. ikt tlBS eiot ted txf ibbciipMkriW^qe 
idieMyttlgsUnAmfi; a ro^(inMHi^iP( ^^ 
diffcemiblei^ oalUd the' Kiiig!» . Kti^^ 
.nvbeire^ accotdiiig to tradition, >weMrMd 
^te^ cktMpetres. Around thegardew 
wad a camd, which tUe iamily weot upon 
in plieaitare. boats : , . , . ^ 



'M94i.LiHi^> ^yi' 



which is a rocky nai9«iut, of a pyr^midical 
shape, called the Ladies Hill;, upon 
which the ladies'usetrto take"thcir-sta- 
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tion, to witness the tilti aiad tourtiai* 
ments in the valley* i • ; J 

I observed the afch on the entrance to 
the eastle has- the date 'I6s% the yiesir 
that Cromwell took it j und >hich ^ixrli 
Fitz James entered afWthetournamentv 
when Douglas discovered failiibdlf^ afa 
destrU^ed in the Lady of the^I^ke } I 

f* THeo^ right hand wheel 'd their 3te^, Jind. strait 
THey won the castleS postern gate.**' 

l%€rpJM«»rii'a{yproack into tliis (t<(stIe£roai 
«he^M%iher1^ fetbnugha'iwiHdiKig 
apehwa^,* ow the: righi»of xrhicb'is a 
ciBtsi^ment, ^supposed to be the old'gnabrd 
room y^^Mk EUen rwas brought td. 

In going through 'the. lower court : of 
the castle, to the gate wbicb leatfs soutli^ 
I passed by close to it, on the left, a fine 
casement, twenty feets^uate; with-eigh- 
teen stone steps leading into the place, 
supposed to be the dungeon where Ro- 
deric Due Was conffiied// ''' ^ 



■»■ . !■ ' '^ fTwiwia»prUion ropiii, »^.j lO: , 
Of stern security and gloom, , 
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^ Yet not a dutigeon, for the day 

Through lofty gratings found its way ; 
And rude and antique garniture 
DcckM the sad walls, and oaken floor ; 
Such as the rugged days of old 
Deem'd fit for captive nobles bold." 

Near this dungeon and under the gate is 
another fine casement. In these dreary 
abodes state prisoners were confined in 
days of old* 

Dr* Moore, father to the late General 
Sir Johq Moore, author of View of Soci- 
ety and Manners in France and. Italy, 
Z^uco, ^&c» was ;a native <!>f Stirlii^, 
Dr. Henry^ who wrote th« Histoiy of 
Great Britain, was also born here. 
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LETTER XLV. 



Milton House, Edinburgli, Scptcraber 20. 

. Thr whofe \ray from Stirik!g' tS Eflin. 
b«rgh*js tra\^eWing though a smiFiflgand 
lovely Qountry, abounding wit1> htterestv 
mg i^h^disfrfm the share they bor6 in 
ahtteitt' .hi^trjr. Once more crossing 
tKe field ofBanitodkburrt, I -proceed* 
ai to' T'aliifk. ' It is a large iH-bmft 
town.* -lite tbnibofthe^braveGrahiame^ 
the friend t)f Wallace, ^ho ffeH at tht3 
battle of Falkirk, is to be seen, with its ap- 
propriate inscription, in the church-yard. 
This contest between the Scots and Eng- 
lish, is called ** the battle of Falkirk."— 
It was fought between Falkirk and Car- 
ron Works, at a place which, to this day, 
goes by the name of Graham's Moor. 
' Only a few weeks since, on the 3d of 
August, a stone column thirteen feet 
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high, containmg^ a suitable inscription^ 
was erected on the top of Redding-rig- 
Moor, to the memory of Sir William 
Wallace, who is described, as the illiiS" 
trious Scotisk patriot. A concourse of 
people assembled on the occasion, ca:rry- 
ing Scotch thistles in their hands, and 
accompanied by a drum. and a pair of 
Highland bagpipes, and proceeded to 
the place where the stone was to be 
erected. After its erection the company 
formed a circle ropnd it, and drank to 
the pfiemory, of the d4^>arted h^ro.with 
the most enthusiastic rapture. The fes- 
tivity of the day was concluded by dan- 
cing a variety of Scotch reels. 

At Linlithgow are the magnificent 
ruins of the once noble palace which 
now exhibits a mournful specimen of the 
former scenes of its regal splendor^ all 
long since faded away ; and its deserted 
courts^ galleries and apartments, bespeak 
the devastation which, time has .made 
upon them. The apartment is shewn 
where the royal Mary was born, whose 
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sun of happiueas was set in the brightest 
days of her youtli and beauty. Also the 
aisle where, according to tradition, 
James IV. durii^ the time of mass, was 
visited by a singular clad spectre, which 
is thus described in Marmion : ^ 

*' Stepped from the crowd a ghastly wight. 
In azure gown, with cinClurt white ; 
- His fotfchea4 h«ld, his ht-ad was bdr^, 
Pown hung at length his yellow hair : 
He stept before the monarch's chair, 
And .stood with rustic plainness there, 
And little reverence made ; 
Ntv head, nor body, bowed nor bent,. 
But on the desk bis arm be leant. 

And words like this he said, 
In a low voice—but never tone. 
So thrill*d through vein, and nerve am bone— 
" My mother sent roc from afar, ' 
** Sir King, to warn thee not to war«» 
. ** Woe waits on thine array !" " 

Whether this spectre was real, or the 
effect of the superstition which tinctured 
the character of James, whose perturbed 
imagination inight conjure up such an 
appearance, it is impossible to say, but 
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the event of the battle proved fatal, for 
he was killed on Flodden field. 

The palace of Linlithgow was supposed 
to have been built on the site of a Ro- 
man station. By some antiquaries it is 
considered to be the Lindum of Ptolemy, 
and that the Romans had a military sta- 
tion adjoining to it. 

Several houses in the town belonged 
to knights of Jerusalem. Tlie celebrated 
wall of Antoninus terminates the dis- 
trict Henry, the historian, often re- 
sided here, and bequeathed his books to 
the magistrates and town council. 

Within a few miles of Edinburgh, the 
face of the country indiciited the ap- 
proach tp an elegant city; and advancing 
through its streets, so noble, spacipus, 
regular, and grand, my admiration was 
such as make me unwillingly acknow* 
ledge it claimed a great superiority over 
London in magnificence and beauty. The 
castle justly answers the description of 

VOL. n. K 
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the poet Burns^ and seated on a bold 
elevation, ks 



•'' Rough rude fortress gleams afar. 



Like some bold vct'ran gray in arBis, 

And marked vrith many a seamy scar^ 
. The poncrroiis walls an4 massy bar, 

Grim-rising o'er th« rugged rrjcki 

Have oft withstood assailing war» 
. And oft repel I'd tU* invader's shock." 

. r 

Dr. Johnson observes : ** To write of 
the cities of our own island with the so- 
lemnity of a geographical description, 
as if we had been cast on a newly disco- 
vered coast, has the appearance of a 
very frivolous ostentation.*' To write 
of£diftbuFgh, after so many admirable 
descriptions and accounts which iiave 
been given, would now be superfluous, and 
a!flford little novelty to the most of read- 
ers } I shall therefore merely make a few 
observations on the pictures in Holyrood 
House, and a few general remarks on 
the surrounding scenery. 

The views from the top of Cakon hill, 
and the Castle, are the most extensive 
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a^^ c<Hq9>^dii3^«. To^be perched ^ 
the suma^^t of H hpg^ mqupt^m, i^n the 
c^nfijijes of .&Q gr^l^.a ci^>_9ni:JlJop|f. 
dow^ wgott it, «aat^ ;^ p>pCTejj|i#Kraft^ 
pris^ j but tbie -si^rpf i&p^ 1& j^^fd wijlj^ ^ 
miration. On one side are prej^t^^, t)\^. 
elegant street^ of thfe ^ejjv tpwi)^ ^^^y 
coQ^raste^ l?y ^lie high^ jjpijiqji^ ^ 
s^ioaky bui^c^LUg^ < tl>ft. o^ iojmn, 4/? 
towering swnpiits of Arthuj-'i^ S^t, .^?i^- 
bury\cr9.igsi, tfee .Qothic spieij^9;^ f^ 
Holyxopd Hou3^, a^d the ' V€x?.?ji|^l^l?» 
castle. *yhen turping, to vi, diff^^f. 
pointy the blue v^ter^ ojf the. Fritjlji pif 
Forth are S;een di.viding thg P^?t fif' 
Lejfhjj^, from the rising hiJJs. of ^i£^ij^^^ 
aijkjcl tl^nce extending into a ^eaj.to^y^rd^ . 
'tl)p5^isle of May ^n^ Punbaf. ,: ,. - 

1 Ij)[p|}rrQiod Sopse, eyeaa siof^^h^.dajjs . 
of Maig^,' when it was rpnjdeije^ rp^m<^-j , 
ra|ble, ha3 afforded an Jl^ylup iP^ffxy^^' ij f 
a?!4 tl>e Iftf^ whf foupdr.rfi%p ^witfeff ^^,,^ 

K 2 
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The reflecticHi is pleasing, that by the 
•happy freedom oF an English constitu- 
tion, the dsMiglitef of tlie persecuted and 
unfortunate Queen of France here found 
an asylum, where she could rest in peace 
aAd security. . 

The paintingis in this palace are not 
accounted valuable ; some of the por- 
traifSy'however, are admired by persons 
of taste; and though it is no longer pos* 
sible to compare them with the originals, 
still there exists a strong presumption in 
fevour of their resemblance ; I mean the 
character with which they are impressed. 
Manyof tbesepictures are not only marked 
with strong traces of individual charac- 
ter, but of that very character which 
history ascribes to their prototypes. In 
that of Cardinal Beaton, the assumed 
sanctity of countenance and habit, but 
ill di^uises the shrewd politician and 
haughty churchman. In the stem 
countenance of the rude Reformer Knox 
is seen that powerful and determined ex- 
pression which reminds you of the Re- 
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gent pf Boston's laconic testimony to his 
undaunted character, who, on seeing his 
remains, exclaimed-^" 'There lies he who 
nex^r feared the force (fmatu** The spec- 
.^atof is surprized to see him in this de- 
serted seat of royalty, frowning on the 
s^adQWsx>f those whom neither the^races 
of youth and beauty^ nor the united aplen- 
^ dor of rank and talents, could protect 
from the barbarous vehemence of his re- 
bukes when living. One thinks of his 
boast of making the young Queen ^eep, 
and of Haigg^rd Xindsay^s iron eye^ ^ 

" That saw fair Mary weep in vaia.*' 

Atiother inauspicioas figure seema.not 
in its place in this apaitment : it is tbat 
of her more estimable but less amiab|e 
rival Elizabeth. What Melville sai^, 
when urged with all die vehemence of 
jealous vanity, to declare to El^zjibeth, 
whether she or her admired competitor 
excelled in beauty, is strongly recalled 
to mind here — "^ Each queen is the fairest 
in her own country/* 
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When we meet with a picture of Eli- 
zabeth in England we think of her wis- 
dom, her fortitude, and her public spi- 
rit. We think, in short, of the great 
-Queen who was a blessing to her coun- 
try, &nd a protector of the injured Wfd 
c^jpressed in every othfer. When w^e 
meet her in Holyrobd House, we fhitik 
W nothing but her iiiifemmine harshnfes^, 
%^h j8a!0USy, curinJng and cruelly. In 
Hhe tootn where the -successive Dukes 0f 
HftthStoB are to b^ seen, te aho % pictMe 
(rf fhiap IT. \Weiiiefl a gOdd on% Wid 
certainly strongly expressive of the cha- 
racter assigned him,of hard and inflexible, 
^weamnftl suspicioas ; the jealous tj^rant 
«f his tswn family, and the merciless op- 
vpfisssor of his subjects, seem obviously 
visible in his dark contracted counte- 
* nance. His very liand has expression, 
and appears to grasp the iron rod of 
power, or gripe the sordid spoils of ava- 
rice. 

The ^ctures of the Hamilton family 
are particularly interesting. There are 
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tiBK> of tiie ijuke9» who were executed in 
Si^gkadttM^ing thereat xebdUon, very 
good porti^tsi, rendered ilDfterestwg by 
the loyaTty and wierragd of tbe har d- 
^^d.or%malsw Among die fortraito of 
thrfee Mccnshi^ ddikes of that lioble ^- 
iinil^r, nil teftruig a kindred likentes to 
'toidi «ther, thai of the ftist Dukf of 
Chatefavuh is ^iMin^ubhed by a faceiga 
coiifiiin^ Vferjr bebosnihg^ ^iid an aii:^- 
jf^tlatrly noble and graee^l. 

Tit« ^ortrailt of the dunfaets i^Lom^ ift- 
.itteatfis idi the irnqghtinoas and iioletnie 
iKhieliiSiK^ aaoriboft to hi(n Her huF* 
baads Doagl^ who to<^ tl^e haaoAy 
name, and was killed in the famoui du^I 
itith hoxA Ma£iiii^ is also liwe; and 
Wth the cotnpfoxioii of the ^ biaok 
Doo^las,^' has a fihy^ogpomy so ^entirely' 
nitfibrent^ £ro(m ldie!rest^ tbkt' Otto waiy dis- 
€ovier tlie imtrpdvction of a new ohi^f 
into that drntinguished ikniiiy. 

In theianle room is a most interesting 
^cture of: Jaims V. ^ that ihle but un- 
fertunate prints ao lately ceiebrated as 
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the Knight of Snowdoti. It represents 

him as a boy of twelve or fearteen, in a 

princely habit, with a fino or touching 

expression of countenance. His hands 

clasped together as in supplicatian.^ Ofle 

is forcibly reminded of tlie sorrows jof his 

childhood , when contending ' Actions 

tore him from each other to sanction 

their outrages, and when he wept and 

pled in vain for his devoted favourifees. 

In the same gallery is recognizjed .the 

same ^xmntenance strength^ied by time 

into the aspect of princely dignity, and 

.manly daring^ not neitbout a shade of inp- 

\:d%nant prid'e wounded by xowtant eHaft* 

.pefration. ..: 

. The portraits of. the Styarts^. from.tiie 

xxn^rnl Stuart of JBute, wiiowa$the.bE»- 

band of Margery Bruce^ down fo Jameal. 

of England, have all a strong family 

likeness. > The pictures are all priginais» 

or copies of originals, but. they have 

been much injured in the cleaning ) yet, 

under all these disadvantages, tfaejl&mil{)r 

resemblance is obvious through the lim 
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the spirit -and elegance that mai^ every 
feature and countenance with a charac- 
ter at once chivalrous an4 princely, 
cannot be overlo<^ed. Here is no round 
uhthinking face, no visage of fat con- 
tented ignorance* It is necessary per- 
haps, to be told that they are pri^rces, 
but neisd no information as to their being 
gentleifien. 

, Of Mary, who added the distinguished 
Jbeailty of the graces to the ^irit and ii}- 
telligenee of the Stuarts, heightened t^ 
gg*ac^ all her own, there is no tolerable 
likeness here. In her awkward and un- 
.gaaaly soa no traces are seen of thie 
strong markedcouQtenance of thefitmily; 
it IS wonderful to fttid h re*appi^ ja her 
gmnd^n Ghiarleg^ wba, asmlst the diM- 
teaed melancholy of his ^ae counte- 
nance^ retains strcx^ traces of tbe Stu* 
art pbjKMgnotty.i . 
* Th^fe is^ia tbe Humilton ^artiiMent^ii 
very fine picture of him and faia bdtuti- 
fitl jtoMig qxmuii 'gtB% toi' hont, sur- 
rounded by horses^liQiindai nd attsnd- 

KS 
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ant&, ftll executefl i!a good ta^te.attd tridh 
gfeat 6^rit, 

Pt is curious to trace in the ^ark satuN 
Tiint countenance ^f Charles IL a fclose 
^eseniblance of the 'finfe features of Ws 
itTibthelr Henfietta Maii^. 

Tfie i^dfectJow is true, tliough trito, dn 
the ^edls t^atstfrroti^K] ane^^lt^^t&tion, 
and came forcibly to my mind as we 
paJs^ied from flife Aweliing of tlie uiifi/rtu- 
ftate-^ugh acddir^shed m(ta££f(lui ^^vT 
Ijhd- Stuart 4iiie, to th^se thdt weite 
as^tgneA to tl^ fallen pi^lnces i^the 
h^ube^fS6«H>oii. 

'I ^UMd fyt^tcme titne^Ob ^iMteY^plite 
-Khte iittere^iHg tffid beiratiiy cdunte- 
"mdciftfc ^ UMlk^ iElifeiiltdth, i»jkMe pM- 

fe 4i ^^e^ tfte ^purtufitfiiici* 31ie#e fe ft 

Madam Elizabeth, wlucii itiMnft:afeiif 
«ulnad«kiii4|f tmiididbdiiie, no unifrttune 
-ctiuhlialw^. 

ikmttmim bite i^ *tsm% itaLde6£ibaA 
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pensiveness in it, which, under the heavy 
pressure of such afflictions, no doubt, 
marked her clitfacter. It is Impossible to 
look at it without being reminded of her 
accumulated sufierings and woes, not- 
withstandii^ the pie^ and resignation 
depicted in it. 

I^e portr^t of Madam rwas bri>Bght 
from the gallery at Versailles duxii^ the 
last sh^rt peace. It is cpQsldened m i4* 
murfible lil(#ne$9. 



■/■ ■! ' - . ■ • 

, /.I.''. It i t . . ;. . .•'■,'. 
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LETTER XLVI. 



Milton House,' September ^4. 

MitTON House, now possessed by the 
i'dations whom I >m visiting, was the 
pl2fc6 Vliere ^11 the poiilics of Sfcotland 
were settled during the time the 'Dote 
of Argyle had the management of it. 
The proprietor, Lord Milton, a Lord oi 
Session, being intrusted by the Duke 
witlr the active management of these 
concerns. 

This stately oJd mansion is very near 
Holyrood House \ it is walled in, and 
situated in an extensive pleasure ground ; 
no inconvenience attends its fdbse prox* 
itnity to the old town* The view pre** 
sented of thetowermgheightsof Sali*ury 
craigs from the drawing^oom window, 
always encites my admiratk>n, so different 
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from^at^ thing 'KiftiBke «trt I ^ver befiwre 
Jbfiheld^ ODTtdgttQtxs to s«> biigB SL city. 

Xhefe has jfiflttieenictiscovereii a lin- 
gular iittkural cuaosity, on the side of 
the X^dton hill, produced hy xaisiog 
fitcmies ffBcm the /quaria^ for the- purpose 
of i^i»idir%< It: is a ^trikii)^ tiketa^st^ in 
.iprdSkt o^ihe late L<^d NeJ^^n^^Tq catch 
th#^ resemblan^fi, 'il^e « pedestrian must 
vtiirh to.th^ vre$t aida. of. the Calt^n bill, 
. vhi« Ahi|i e&tn»ordmary poirtrait . isi pi«. 
laenjt^f ESd^rjf ptfr^ovii 09(pabJbs. of judg- 
Ih^jptiDJcamca^it to h^ aa exact reseOi- 
vjh^oiteii^ tlitt deyacted hrero. . I Under- 
jstattd;^te'i$.ita btSia^geaC er^ti^d at: the 
Ijrad:o£!th0<ii»ebfaf the iocoxmaods^tMHij^t 
/traidftetti^ jis waII , aa t», p^^ out . the 
ilAafd wfc<i^/^j( are ta turn rm^nd and 

.jhnkl^lJlAlill^ -; . ..:./; ri..r:v •) 

flliW.ilthf|t»»^ JgNiOft mikSh^ im9- 

r^lariii, l!rtiierit4t:ha» hwi «f at fi%.y<jwrs 

UM ¥f&»9 iwilltmMi ai)9rv^ i:iSe?(^ 



tunitte ¥rmct ^ his Amaif »i4 noiae, 
and 4i>6fars a etrikiag ttdmga t6 apsiot he 
has of hith. - Hd Juttty obseanMBj iiadit 
lyeea intended ^for- hif; M^stf 9 it ^v^oidd 
have been kncynrii at tbe''tinM« Mate 
statues 4)i tiie same kkid 'woi^ tewe ^een 
oast from the nld«dd ; 'Sted an") jidnois 
iitrould hare been pat 4xpM the oise it 
wflis ^ckM in. A lettef tf^sduid faame 
te^n iwfltMn 4>y post, advteing ta aduni 
it was sent. 1%^ fteigMf i(Wild haiaeliem 
«te«)a»ided^oM t^ party A^ w at B add ip ycd 
-tits dsi it wtMil^ hA^ bem rsatdotofifly 
4be£rei^ None df «teiethii%i«ntfie 
flane ) k bMii^ been fiaMilbialtstoiisml 

wardh«Masiiiiitty:*b*iic«$iMi«^i^ b^^lfe 

circumstance of the aCfeMllt^ ^ MK^ 

^p«b|«ie4«ete ^ 4l^«'«M<S 'fMik^tK^^Ae 

nut' Jm^Y «v ^Ht&Mi^i^' %Ml <IW«i«to 
*fiy exainjfHn^'i^fe^9e**sf^Miie^as^ ?4K0 ^wb" 



poratlon sefete to4)^'of ^^pklion, tbstttfe 
statue unto iHtMdcsd Mtthe ftetedbder, 
and suffer ittDTraBaan in a ccAtier'of itlie 
6k\ KShitt^ a&le, ^rrthocr^ Kxtf nitention 
-of ^IduHing^ in some trbn^icuotis |)flrt of 
^Jh^tmm^ ifrMch wesM have been done, 
^had they ctmoemA it was intended f^r 
the Sting. * n 

On the top of tbeCahon BH, a lofty 
eofufirfi 'is ei^ected to the memory of 
Lord NelsiM. There is also on thehifiy 
a manotnent to Hume the ^historiaA* 

Thb iii0rnsiig my friends took me^to 
tii^dstie tend Hertdt'« HolspitaL The 
'ftrmer,' oh a {near a|^proaoi^ di^ppointad 
me ; itrj^ites little (idta of the f c^aL m%|;- 
ni&ceiiee of ancient times t ^^mI the hw- 
f^dksMbR 4[om its Bttiteiy 4i|>p€ar%np^. 
l^be/snUdMiMtttaapwt^^ 

bat ill suited to have been ^bemuauxjfef 



WxeaitcogdttBgfl^iti^ik6v9tw^^ 
^cos^^iii iviMch his ntfuil^igr kKHhear^Ws 
AJariiuied, aitftv||g#jyg|ifct ^sttftw^fyhe 



• 218 -A cal£Do;n:ian excubsiok. 

becaine, aoly the sincerest pity mingles 
iwiA the remevahtanoi q£ thoie. fraikies 
which led to aU h« 9orravs»: 

The Scotd) have very di&rent opinimis 
with regard tp.tfae idc^rees of giiilt to be 
imputed to her ;. yet the^g^neri^ TCmem- 
brance of her in her. .own countiy is 
blended with cotnpassios and admv^atiiw* 
Ueriot's Hospital was founded in 
1628, by George Heriot, a working 
jeweller in Edinburgh ; be was after- 
wards jeweller and gK^dsmith tp Jan^es 
the i>ixth. It was built according tg the 
' design of hiigo Jonea, and cost tlmty 
' thousand pounds. A hundred and dorty 
bibysy the sons of burgesses of the cify of 
•Edinburgh, are h<3re, taken dare of. The- 
chapel, . a«in^k^d to this hospital^ is tlie 
^ toly piaoeof>wor8faip4in Sooidand^ whei'e 
I' haVe se^fh taete aiid beauty in the defio- 
-ration."-'^ *^' *■ »•' •* — " • - *. : 

The neighbourhood of Edinburgh, 

v/tem itft^eetitigUitjc 'to the sea, afibrde 

fRuhy desirable '-bathiiigi reitreats ta tl^ 

inhabitantSi- ^•MtMMfeibtirgh iS' a large 
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papulous pkce, aitJaatpd cldiie ^t^Itiie 
oeeaHy aiad stretched ^dong its^skopes ftt 
short distances, are Portobello smd^Prcfe- 
ton Pans« ^The former is the , most £rE- 
quetited bjr personsof &i^him» ; I suppose, 
oii4fig toi the €xmirenie«ce -oibiBdGd of 
warm and cold baths. But the place I 
mmtMrmrej'fyt d: *ei'tiew, is a small 
summer retreat, where I spent a day, 
' adj«ictent to the little fishmg place of New- 
haven. A magnificeilt view of the sea 
h^re presents itself, with a diversity ^f 
objects rarely met with iv, inch, ^a prop* 
pects. The islands: WQ/&rgmg .frcun its 
beeom are Inchkeith r* and inch* 

' • An island of about a mile inloiigth. It is ^d 
to derive its name from' rtie gallant Kcitli, <vho So 
greatly signalized 'himself by his valour in'lblO, in 
the battle of BaTi*y, in Animus, against the Dane*' ; 
•afl'er wlikh Ke rtcdted In reward the barofiy bf 
Keith^ in Lothian, and this little isle. This set-ms 

• to be the place that Bede calfe Caerguidit there being 
no other that will suit the situation, he gives it in 
the middle of thfe Forth. His translator renders Catx 
'by the word City'; bur it should be rendered a foVt 
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a cooifeatr. Bais, arid* Crahaond lale. 
Be:f(imA tttiese isl&iidssriae^ffchfiJiiHt.ef 
We^iK, tiAiesQsimntiitelUendrwith the 
hMiami pad 'ihe.ii«nimmU«^ VMwis 

. ' . , • :• '../ .- ' .. ^ '. . / 

ac9ouat. . T , . .... 

, * A ^sbimU if1«iHl .^'a Mule ^tfiMC^fyofci tb« 
shorc^ cekbr^tc()'fur the iBonaste(;y ibunded abuat 
1123, by Alexander the Tir^, on this singuljir 
-•ftcrWion.' i'a passing; 'thte Frith df'^oMJ kc ittis 
<lkelFtab^ ^ & yroleM^*6rttt| ^hjA «rt)^;QlWV<*i» 

.^•qtftionfwjfn a^oo^ *berJBJi, A|ien'r«^din|h«W:*'» 
the chapel of St. Columb; who, for three days that 
, the Kifig contmncfl there, tempest bound,- ent^tained 
, him with the milk of hU cow .and, a few shell lish. 
IJia Majesty, for the sense of the danger esc^p^d-, aad 
in gvatuude to the Saint, to whom he attrihuM .his 
safety, wwed aome tokea of. respect ; and afjcordinf^jr 
founded here the monastery of Augu&tines, and d^- 
cated it to St. Columba, Allen de Mortime*, hoxd 
of Abeidour, who attended Edward the Thjrd, in his 
Scotch eocpediiion, bestowed half of those laiid?. an 
the moaks of this isiand, for the privilege of a.fiimily 
burifil-place in ihischurch.— Pbnn ant. 
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those tnoving to a distance, coVcfr 'tltis 
world of watei^S. 

Edinburgh, like Irondon, at this !?ea- 
jioh of the year is divested of tts trsuil 
inhabitants ; and, therafbre, "it is ih^J)6s. 
sible to jttdge oF the sodtety at l^gc. 
We know, however, thaftit feflife i^esoft 
of all^class6s of people.' The VcW- 
lar, the student^ the rrdh^ tTife gay ; ^rri 
that this seat of learning has prcWiieefl 
some of the most eloquent 'divinefe, 'ftte 
indst *3fiil physieia^ns, Wd- tfhi ^Blest 

'h^m. •..'.,; 

hi Ihfe tffrdes I \mve httAihe iWfttth iif 
being Ititi'^aftcied to, ^ritigitiy »t»y ft 
^cotknd, I hare with pleasure *emaft4ce(iJ, 
the conversation is seldom iiivolous: Ttife 
vr^hien hzve move intellectual knowledge^ 
and seldom speak or act Witlidut reflec- 
tion ; hence they are rai-dy volsitile <^ 
thoughtless, and their conduct, from not 
being directed by the impulse of the 
moment, is generally correct. 

I have been so happy as to be intro- 
duced to Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Hamilton. 
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The conversation of Mrs. Grj^nt is fiill of 

that native simplicity, original genius, 

. elegant sentiment, and acute observation, 

wliich appear in her beautiful ** Letters 

. " from the mountains." 

Mrs. Hamilton s^enis to be endowed 

with all the strength of the Scotch cha- 

. racter .;, acute,^ judicious, philosophical, 

with, a modesty which accompanies a real 

souY^ un4?nstanding^ and much native 

,bf3nev()»lence. 

ToLprd^Woodhouselee (a g^tkman 
€^ much learning and elegant taste for 
l)teratiire>aiid his &mily, I am indebted 
ipr the most flattering and polite atteii- 
tipos^ . Every femily in ^Scotland, tp 
w^hom respectable introductions are 
^iven, appear to wish to vie with each 
other in, the warm hospitalities they con- 
fer upon strangers. 
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LETTER XL VII. 



Rosebank, September 28. 

^5* fevi^ting Rosebank after a lapse 6f 
years, a place where some of the most 
pleasant days of my early life were spent, 
I sefem to live them over again j notwith- 
standing the tnoumful vicissitudes which 
have occurred here in the deprivation of 
those close and tender ties which con-' 
stitute the happiness of domestic life, 
and which even the best are ordained to 
experience. 

This morning I have wandered amidst 
this enchanting scenery with the sanie ' 
enthusiastic admiration which often tinc- 
tures the impressions made on youthful 
imaginations : but even ifter allthat I have ' 
beheld in the extensive excursion I have 
made, I find a romaittic beauty belong. * 
ing to this scenery, although in a circum* 
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scribed scale, combining the lovely and 
the grand in a degree and manner per- 
fectly unique^ 

Rosebank, situated amidst the deep 
woods and rocks (^Roslin, is sweetly se- 
questered in the vale,.. Every object in 
every varied shape, here forms the pic- 
tvTQS*^^.. Tl»e 9ld ch^,?U of Y^ner^e 
and pptiiio ar^pl^c^ure, \i(i4^ itis sjaaU 
aati4i^.«pi;^3 ap4 bigh^i;;}^^^ wi|i49w^ 
staid^ P^oufily an ^ risipg g50i¥\4* The 
ryipo^ fmffnmt^ of t^e o^c^ stately 
^^9P^^ itself ^Isp qfir^k elevation, 
clpgjfeji |;»y the. luxiHimt woods whi/ch 
susfpuD^ it. Tq d^^cfib/3 t^ie. vf^mga^x: 
g^fi} wh^qb^ stretdi^^ ti^^ce ^ spfgi;e 
miles, formed of precipitous, rocks, 
cxgpifoi^viitjik tx^0^ wJiipse deejf shades 
oxfffi»9g the ,i:fa(BI)J^. Eak> i? only to 
retm-n^tpth^JTo^i^^ de^criptiojj of C^rt- 
l^nd ^^^^^ 9^ ^^*^ *^ aMtiuwM hue 
of tjj^^.tf^jji^ a flfip^iy su^^glomng 
ricJwp?|Sjtp.ihe.^en^|:y, Nq §j^nds'we?e 
toJ?i^ lifjy:d ^ejffqpt tj^^f yi ui4sqp wijtU 
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<yf the stock-do^i ami "(hte thoi^e cliMrful * 
note of the robin ped^feaflt, sietdliaHMft-' 
g6r of winter^ ^itb^the murtnai^g^af^e 
stveam at 6up fteti My youthful eom* 
ponioM-enteiied into tha iik^pkiB^ at M- 
acoandwitibi equil delight: aA t^yseit. I 
have observed that taste 4* g4nttulfy In- 
ffaMsnoed lv)r a pat»iott^ for toWft gaiety or 
mital bea)uties, zt^onl^i^ to that ef 
parents, aad those' sceries wehaveb^M 
habituati^ta'lywi ftmengst. * 

Aistranger might ' 'sp^nd day# in this 
neighbourhood, and c^t^tiilually A^iiseover 
some new oharm. This morning has 
been devoted to viewing the curious 
caverns of HawtJior^^en, 4he ^stat QOt 
only oT th« poet, but the reftige of ^ the. 
brave Alexander Ramsay, wh# r^fid^ 
in them aconsklemble tini^, in PMl^ and 
thenee Riade iiit^ exewsions to iJm £»g- 
lish borders; ' 

To' i%aeh this singular iritiiatibn i«^' 
were obliged to scramble up the perpen* 
dicular heights of thets« wild rochs4iU 
we gained the awful Aimmit, but the 
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tteiMndom* sweep of tlifse woody ra- 
vin^^ t^Uk the gUTghug water ftowiag 
through the. center, 9eeme4 to deny the 
pos^iiityof access to tlie mansion of 
If awtb(wdeD» perched on thefiionfteleof 
a^rock) I am peraUa4ed« three' hutadfed 
feet alfevei the river, 

;,Some slight jremains (^ the castle are 
visible in the huge walls» and two distinct 
sUmes with . <;ayitie8 in them» cloathed 
-with ivy i but it is said that Bishc^ Aber- 
nethy took'dpwn the eastle and built 
the adjacent village of Hawthornden 
with the stiwes thereof. The modern 
and rude antiquity here combined, has a 
singulareffiMst. A oosi^M^ble dwelling 
placed in a sitaatioii :which seems to defy 
llie' i^pproa^h of mortal, wrrounded by 
()i9mal caverns^ foriiied, we would say, 
in the days of romaoce and diivalry, as 
a confiucHnent for those who dared in- 
vade . their wild and; sequestered terri- 
t«ry^ 

. A:.fine.flpwer*gardeil is. formed round 



A CAL£DONIAN EXOURSION. 2S7 

the hpuse ; Kud oii one of the walk are 
the fi41owiiig^^ inscriptions : 

** To the memory of Sir Laurence AbernetLy, a 
galknt soMier, who, at the head of a party, in the 
year Jisa, coiiquei-ed Lord Douglas five times in , 
on^ 4«y I yet . was taVeo prisoner before smi^set. 
AI30 to the memory, of Willian^ Dcununonll, ]utq* 
poet and historian, an honor to his family « and an 
ornament to his country.*' 

Titese lines, from Dr. Young's " Love 
of Fame," are^aiso inscribed : 

*^ O sacred solitude ! Divine retreat ! 
Choice of* the prudent, envy of the great : 
By thy pure streams, or on thy waving shade, 
1 court iair wisdom, that eek*i»tial maid* 
.There from thei ways. of men laid safe tishore, 
I smile to bear thi: distant tempest roar ; 
Then bless'd, with business imperplexM, 
This life I relish and secure the next/' 

The towering heights of huge and 
broken rodis, with the luxuriant gran- 
deur x)f woods sloping to the river, were 
here again seen from the high n^all 
wiiich surrounds the mansion. Descend., 
ing a flight of steps from a cavity made 

VOL. n. L 
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irt Ac* side of the rock, we entered a 
square apartment, fbrnied ofirud6 stone, 
which from the firc-.place and recesses 
fpr closeta, .h^$ evidently be;en a habits 
able dweltii^^ A sborttway beyond this 
subterraneous abode^ is a stone seat, 
formed out of the rock, where Captain 
Drummond informed me his ancestor used 
to give himself up to the pleasures of 
contemplation, and composed his Cypress 
Grove. 

The range of caverns adjoining the 
garden are the most curious. They ex- 
tend to a considerable length, apd branch . 
out of one auicM^her. One, of an oval 
shape with low arches, I was told, the 
Pictish King used as a bed-chamber. In 
the broader part of one of these gloomy 
recesses is a well some fathoms deep. 
In, thesides.of another of tlie rooms^ 
tbsce arie cut rows^ of. square holes, 
seyerfil inches ^i^e, said to bsnre ccwn 
tfiin«^ .his Majesty's libraty. It is ex^ 
tceinely curipps to obserye^in theseibarr 
bayrpus ag^ though -tb^ people wiere 
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Strangers to the luxuries and conve- 
niences of life, they had ingenuity to 
substitute rude furniture, contributojfy 
to their necessities at least. 

There are some good old portmts in 
the house of Hawthornden* The best are 
Sir James Drummond, Usher to Jaiues Vi; } 
William Drummond, the poet ; his son, 
Ben Johnson ; Bishop Abernethy, who 
married the heiress of Hawthornden ; 
Queen Mary ; and Earl Marischal Keith. 

Drummond was an liistorian as well as 
a poet He wrote the reigns of the six 
James's ; but his Cypress Grove, com- 
posed after a dangerous illness, is consi- 
dered the best o^his works. It is a fine , 
piece of prose, " distinguished'* (accords 
ing to the account of it given in his life) 
** for the sublimity and piety of the 
thoughts, in which he represents the in- 
stability of human affairs, and oSem. 
consolation against the fear of death j apd 
gives a view of eternal happiness.. 

** The beautiful retirement in which 
he lived,*' continues the same author, 
L 2 
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" was suited to indulge his love for 
study and poetical fancy. Yet some* 
times his friends withdrew him from his 
solitude. Ben Johnson walked from 
London^ on purpose to visit him, and 
spent three weeks at Hawthomdcn," 

The heads <rf their conversation at 
that time are published in Drummond's 
works^ one part of which contains the 
fbllowing moumfiil anecdote of Spencer. 
He relates, that " Spencer's goods were 
robbed by the Irish, and hi^ house and a 
little chil4bumt. He and his wife escaped, 
and a^erwards died for want of bread 
in King-street. He refused twenty pieces 
sent him by Lord Essfx, and said, he 
was sure he had no timft to spend them.** 

The character given of Drummond by 
his biographer is, that he was a man of 
excellent natural parts and endowments^ 
which he improved by travelling. He 
was well acquainted with the best Greek 
and Latin authors, and spoke fluently 
Italian, Spanish and French. He was a 
judicious and excellent historian, ^ 



A CALEDONIAN KXCUIISION, ^2Sl 

quaint and delicate poet, a master and 
judge of all polite learoifur* He \*^as a 
true aod fttfthliil son of the church, and 
loved his king and his country with the 
utmost passion. Indeed so strong was 
his attachment to his king, it is related 
of him, he was so overwhelmed with 
grief and anguish at the murder of 
Charles, as to occasion his own death. 

He is interred in the church of Las^- 
wade. 

Sir George Mackenzie, his Majesfy'b 
Advocate, being in Hawthornden closet, 
wrote the following elegy on him : 

'* Here lived that poet, whose immortal o^nu2 j 

Was crown'd with laurels and adorned by fame— , 
Whom every man next to biroseif did love, 
WMio durst be loyal, and, what's more, reprove 
I'he vices of that base rebelliotts age ; - *• 

His was a poit's, t heir's a tyranra rage. . * - 

Each roan then, his neighbour wished to be. 
And we now grieve, that we did not him st*e ; 
Ihcy did his wit, we do* his works admire, 
And each young spark does kindle at his fire. 
' Or, which is more^ his poems can beget, 
... On my old nnisc, though now miicb pafrt tb« dale**' 
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Rnaebtfnky Sqittmber 30. 

The church of Lasswade, to which I 
accpmpanied ^ I am iiiduced tp 

mention from its picturesque situation, 
which) with its town, lies on a richslpQp 
ji^hiU encircled by woods. 

J^^a^sdiif or Las^voffde^ derives its 
name ixom the following original circum^ 
stance: in former times, before the 
bridge was built, there was a stout young 
woman, who took upon herself the office 
of carrying persons through the water on 
her back ; and people used to call out to 
her, Lass^ade. She received the rc^ 
ward of a halfpenny. 

Cloje to Lasswade are the fine castle, 
woods and parks of Lord Melville- — 
Dryden,- the property of Sir WilJiam 
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Lockhart of Lee^ is likewise a very nc^le 
place. 

The venerable chj.pel o£ RosUn is con- 
sidered one of the mort perfect andiu^g^ 
nificeat /specimens of ancient jircliTtec« 
ture now remaining. The rotnantio spDt 
on which this Jboil(ting st^inds adds con- 
siderably to tlie interest it 'excites, and 
corresponds Mvdth ita or^rnal name, T^ 
Chapel ^amidst t/ie Woods; for Rosh^n, 
jK>w Ro^Iin, 4n GaeHo, signifies a hill iua 
glen; and the de^p glen is beautified 
.mth.woodsi and the pure Esk flownig at 
Omr base. - 

This sacred. structure is built of free* 
stone, of bseautiiu) Gothic, crowned 
with spiral turrets, twelve in number, 
forming two ti?rs. The door by which 
I entered, the architrave and pilasters, 
are adorned with sculptured flower-work. 
There are five arched windows below, 
and five smaller ones above, with a pillar 
rising out of each^ carved with beautiful 
foliage. On entering this holy sanctuary, 
whose high arches and massy columns 
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range themselves on each side to the 
number of six, with two central ones 
towards the altar, the mind partakes of 
the solemnity it inspires. 
■ The height of this chapel is forty feet, 
the breadth thirty-four, and the length 
sixty-eight. iTie roof of the altar Is 
fermed of four ' double arches, and the 
seven columns are cut in basso relievo. 

The architecture is of different orders, 
and the flowers and foliage of the capitals 
are admirably executed. 
' -The principal pillar, called the Ap- 
prentice Rilar, is on the left hand near 
the altar, constructed from a model 
supposed to have been in Solomon*s 
temple, and brought from Rome. On 
its base it has several dragons, chained 
by the head and twisted one within' ano- 
ther. Tliis pillar is enveloped with 
wreaths of the most beautiful flowers and 
foliage. ^ 

The double arches have all scriptural 
emblematical figures carved on them. 
One represents Samson taking hold of. 
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the two pillars, and pulling down the 
house of the Philistines ; on another is 
the resurrection, and multitudes of peo- 
ple rising out of their graves. On the 
east side of the architrave, which joins 
the second and third pillars, are tlie IbJr 
lowing fine pieces of sculpture : abishop, 
cardinal, a cripple leading the bliiid, 
clothing the naked, visiting the sick, 
feeding the hungry, and burying the 
dead. ^ , ,. 

At the foot of the fourth pillar is the 
bui:ial place of the family of Rotriin, 
where ten barons in armour are interred* 

On the north corner is the tomh of tha 
Earl of Caithness, bearing date, 1680. Jt 
is much de£iced. i 

But the most remarkable one is the 
tomb of Sir William St Chur^ the 
founder of the chapeL He is sculpAujcei 
in armour, with a greyhound at his feet. 
According to the tradition (which is 
always related by the old womap who 
shews the chapel), ^^King Robert Bmoe^ 
in following the chace up the Bentlajid 
. l3 
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Hills, had often started a white fkunch 
dear, which had^|lways espaped from his , 
hounds. He ask^ those who were 
assembled round him whetlier any o( 
them had dogs, wliich they thought 
«igiit t^ moM saccesslul. No courtier 
would affirm that has*hounds were fleeter 
dan those of the King, until Sir William 
dt« C^air of Roslin unceremoniously 
asid he would wager his head, that his 
twp dogs. Help and Hold, would kill 
the deer befim she could cross the 
jnarolibum. The King instantly caught 
at the unwary offier, and betted the forest 
)pf Pendand Moor against the life of 
fit. Clair. The deec was shortly aft«: 
roused, and the hounds slipped. The 
imd, howeii^^ reached the middle of 
«he b^ook^ upim which the j^nl^r th^ew 
liiaisslf jfrom his horse in d^sf^ajr. M 
ijtm critical moment, howeyer^ Hold 
•topped her ia the brook t and Help, 
naming np, turned her back» ^dlUU^d 
W oa JSir .William's. sjd«». Thie King 
Aeabcoded &o^|. the hoitt, embraoed^ awl 
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bestowed on him the lands of Kirkton 
and Logan House, &c.'' 

These lines, are attributed to the 
Knightj in his last ^nergency, when he 
$houted : 

*• Help, haad, an* ye may, 

*' Or Rosl^n will lose his head to-day;** 

^^ It is saxd> he set his foot on the do|g^ 
and killed him on the spot, saying, he 
would never again put his neck in such 
risk/** 

On the top of the inner wall, in thf 
south-west corner of the chapel, I was 
shewn three sculptured heads ; the i^ 
prentice's, the mother of the apprgatice, 
and the master mason, who,, it isrelate4| 
killed his af^rentice from envy, by a 
blow on the he^» for having finished the 
model of the beautify pillar sent from 
Rome^ hy .a.pat:tern^ whii^ he w?us f».b8|ent 
to inspect the. of^ginal whence th^ ny^dijl 
bad been t^km. • j 

♦ W. Scott'i i»te Off RosMtt dh«pci/nr ^W tiy 
•f Hie Uit Mtmtvfh : . . « .j 
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William St. Clair, who was the founder 
of this chapel, held the titles of Prince 
of Orkney, Duke of Holdenburgh, Earl 
of Caithness^ and Bar<m Roidin. This 
chapel was forty years in building, and 
ihe workmen, who were brought from 
Italy, were each allowed a bouse and 
grounds, according to their condition, 
whence the town or village of Roslin 
arose. 

According to tradition, Roslin was 
then in extent next to Edinburgh and 
Haddington, and many visitors resorted 
to the Castle of Roslin, where. St. Clair 
held his court. They were served in 
vessels of gold and silver. He had his 
hall and otixer apartments adorned with 
embroidered hangings, and he iloufished 
in t)ie reign of James the Second. 

His princess, Elizabeth Douglas, was 
served by seventy-five gentlewomen,.fifty- 
three of whom were: nolilemen^s daugh«^ 
ters. They were clothed in velvets and 
sijks, with gold chains, and other ornak 
ments} and she was attended 4>y two 
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hundred gentlemen in all her pro- 
gresses. 

The princely founder died before the 
chapel was completed, and it was finished 
by liis eldest son, Shr Oliver ^ St. Clair 
(since corrupted into Sinclair) of Roslin. 

The castle stands on a peninsulated 
rock, amidstwoody eminences, accessible 
by a bridge of prodigious height, with 
the £sk flowing beneath. Its site is 
beautifully picturesque, and its ruinous 
condition adds to its venerable grandeur. 
Who was the founder is not known with 
any certainty, but William St. Clair lived 
in It with vast splendor. 

In the year 1544, it fell a sacrifice to 
the rage of the English, under the com- 
mand of the Earl of Hertford, and surren- 
dered to General Monk. The modem part 
of it is said to have beeh rebuilt in 1566. 

The village of Roslin, during the sum*> 
mer, is the resort of parties, who cmne 
in multitudes from l^nburgh to eat 
strawberries^ with wfaicb these banks are^ 
covered. - . • 
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LETTER XLIX. 



Btlli«v«n« October 5« 

This small village i^ situated about s^ 
mile fronpi Dunbar. The view frara Mrs* 
I'ord}ce*s windows presents a wide extend 
<>f scene* The ocean spreads in front with 
tbe agi^eeable diversity of ^ 'number of 
&€^ts scattered on the plain* The moat 
conspicuous is Lord Haddington's ; aod 
the ruin^ of Tantalli^ castle, the seat of 
rabelUon in the reign of James .V. It 
.was de^^^^^^ by the Covena&ters^ in 
J639, 

Ih my way to Belh^veA I passQ4 
Ibrough Haddington, a to\ifn pf aij or4i- 
U^y. jfcppearance. The church i& a .ye? 
nerable structure, but, part of it is ins^ 
ruinous conditioji, ' J^ place has seve? 
ral times been destroyed by fire, and 



♦ • 
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Imd waste by thfi ixicursioQs of the Eag: 
lish. . 

In Ju]y 154^, a parliament was con* 
vened in the Abbey, when consent was 
obtained for Queen Mary's marriage 
with tlRTDaupliin of France, and her 
education to be completed at that court. 
The walk from this village to Dunbar, 
at the foot of the rocks, is extremely 
grand, with the castle of Dunbac^ seated 
on a stupendous cliff, jutting into the 
^ sea, and the Isle of May, with tj|je huge 
; % Bass, rearing its dark conical tpp above 
the waves which encompass it Thig 
series of rocks are of red granke, and 
have a savage wildness about them, froin 
j^ir solitary situation, considerabljf 
heightettjed by the yawning cavern^ 
which e^ary »aw and then i^pear in 
their hug'C sides. Beneath the one whei^ 
ike castle stands, there is a dungeon of j^ 
in^3t di39ial aspect; Pennant comparefi 
it to the pit oiAcheron^ and is of (pinion 
ti^BJL the founders of this castle, taking 
advav^e of the i^avity, added a littJe 
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art to it, so as to render it a secure pri- 
son. There are two natural arches 
opening into the sea, through which the 
tide flows, which have a very majestic 
appearance. The castle in its present 
state is scattered in such rude detached 
fragments, as to possess less beauty than 
interest, in consequence of its often being 
the theatre of many events recorded in 
history.' It has undergone various 
sieges ; and after being newly fortified 
in 1338, was again besieged by the Earl 
of Salisbury; the Earl of March being 
absent at the time it was defended with 
much boldness and intrepidity by his 
wife, who, from the darkness of her com- 
plexion, was called Black Agnes. Aler- 
ander Ramsay, learning its distress, came 
to its relief, and succeeded in entering 
the castle at night, when the Englisk 
Commander, foiled in all fiis efforts, with*- 
drew his forces after a siege of 19 weeks. 
Edward II. after his defeat at the 
battle of Bannockburn sought refuge in 
Dunbar castle, and went thfencc by sea 
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to Berwick in his way to England. It 
was here also that Queen Mary retired 
after the death of Rizzio, preWous to 
the battle of Carberry Hill j where, de- 
feated and abandoned, she was sent a 
prisoner to Lochleyen castle. The castle 
is of great antiquity, aixl is mentioned as 
j&r back as 85& 

The town of Dunbar lies close on the 
coast, and has an excellent harbour. 
The situation being much exposed to 
the bleak north-east winds, is extremely 
cold. Dunbar is a royal borough, and 
lied on the great road from London to 
Edinburgh ; the principal street is spa* 
cious and handsome. 

The Bass is a most singular looking 
isolated rock, of a stupendous height, 
lying in the Frith of Forth, a mile from 
Dunbar. It has a ruined castle on its 
top. 

The little village of Castletonis famous 
for the sale of the Solan geese, and kit- 
ty wakes, a species of the sea-gull. I saw 
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.multitudes of the latter hanging on tlie 
cliffs and flying about the shore.* 

* ** The SolaBgooie is a specitsof ths eagle. The 
name o( Soian is di'iived from an^Irisb word, expres- 
sive ofvthe quickness of sight. It is known in Corn.^ 
^«n by the name of Oarne^; is thoirght to be a h\ui 
offMttiife, tot afipeariag m lf«rcb» and continnii^g 
till September mod Qctobeff^*^ j^^js » ak v. 



I 
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LETTER L. 



Thb Stage from Belha^n to Berwick 
js through a bleak open country, mth 
little diversity of objects to am we the 
traveller. One rofli«>tic ^fHot I tH^Mi)©^ 
over> Pease Bridge* It consi^t^iof four 
arches thrown over a vajrt chasm, whos^ 
»ides are riplily wooded, with a clear 
rivulet flowing at the boitoxn* The 
height of this bridge is tremendous; 
|i>eing one hundred and twenty-three feet 
perpendicular from the stream to the t(^ 
of the pai*apet wall, which is three hun- 
dred feet long. 

The town of Berwick lies on the banks 
of the river Tweed; it divides JEngiapd 
and Scotland, and the manners and habits 
of the people are said- to be a mixture of 
both countries!. 
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The castle covers a wide extent of 
ground, and overlooks the sea. Here 
again the valorous feats of Wallace recur; 
he besieged this castle, and took it from 
the English, in whose posses^io^ it was. 

Between the small neat town of Bel- 
ford and Kenricky I passed to the left 
Bambotough Castle and Holy Island. 
This edifice stands on' a steep rock, and 
is washed by the ocean. It is said to 
have been built by King Ina, and was 
formerly the residence of the Northum. 
brian Kings. It is here the shipwrecked 
mariner finds a safe haven of rest ; and 
it is here the necessltousF poor are sup- 
plied with food in the time of want. 
ThBse two humane institutions, formed 
in this castle, arc truly noble. 

Nathaniel Crew, Bishop of Durham; 
purchased the castle and manor, and 
^bequeathed them to charitable purposes. 
In the year 1757, the trustees for Lord 
Crew^s charities began the repairs of the 
great tower, and the direction and ma- 
nagement was committed to Dr. Sharp, 
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Archdeacon of Durham, who made a 
most judicious application of his lord- 
ship's bequest The upper part of the 
building has been converted into grana- 
ries ; and in times of scarcity, corn is 
sold to the indigent at four shillings a 
bushel. 

A constant watch is kept on the top o£ 
the tower, whence signals are given to 
the fishermen at Holy Island, who g6 
out to afford relief to ships in distress* 
In very tempestuous weather, two men 
on horseback patrole the coast from sun- 
set to sun-xise j who, in the event of a 
shipwreck, give immediate notice at the 
castle. Hie distressed mariner is received 
for a week,or even longer, if necessary j 
and the last offices are decently per- 
formed over the unfortunate bodies which 
are cast ashore. 

Holy Island is called by Bede, Semi 
Islandy being twice an island, and twice 
a continent in one day. At the flowing 
of the tide it is encompassed by water, 
and at the ebb there is a dry passage for 
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carriages and horses to pass to and from 
the main land. At the end of this island 
is the village inhabited chiefly by fisher- 
men. Near it are the remains of^ a 
monastery, which was founded by Os- 
wald, King of Northumberland. It is 
recorded, that after Ceolwolph, King of 
Northumbria, in 729, had abdicated his 
♦Jirone, he became a monk in this con- 
vent ; but not being able to bear their 
abstemious manner of living, he obtained 
permission to drink wine and ale ; which 
gave the liberty afterwards to the monks 
to indulge in these luxuries. 

This castle is at the present time gar- 
risoned by a detachment of invalids from 
Berwick. Ascending thei steep hill to 
Alnwick, the noble castle belonging to 
the t)uke of Northumberland, majes- 
tically seated on the top, appears to 
great advantage, and makes a conspi- 
cuous figure with its numerous towers 
and grotesque Highland figures carved 
in stone, which are dfstributed along its 
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heavy battlements, and give a rude 
grandeur to its aspect. 

Newcastle, which is situated on the 
river Tyne, is a large ugly looking town. 
The streets are irregular, and dirty in 
their sppeai^ance ; but it is a place of 
immense trade, in a variety of branches. 
The river is filled with shipping, and the 
vessels sail hence . to almost every sea 
port in England and Scotland. 

The neighbourhood of Newcastle is 
surrounded by coal pits^, which extend 
almost as far as Durham. The aspect, 
however, of the country is possessed of 
much pasjtoral beauty, tame as the sce- 
nery appears after leaving Scotland. 
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LETTER LI. 



Durbasii October 15. 

• Durham, like Dunkeld, is to me very 
interesting. It was here, after leaving 
xny native place, with my father and 
mother, the 6rst few years of my life 
were spent, I have been induced to 
pass some days therefore in this city, 
amongst those yet remaining friends, 
who also remember me " with recollected 
/(^^y^—but to dismiss the subject of 
egotism, too apt to mingle with every 
scene of fond remembrance. 

Durham is old, irregular, and by no 
means handsome ; yet the adjacent 
scenei'y is picturesque. The high banks 
sloping to the river, are enriched by 
beautiful and luxuriant woods, above 
which the venerable cathedral, with, its 
antique pinnacles and bread square 
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towers, rise in majestic, beauty j and the 
two bridges^ witb the , Bishop*^ palace, 
tfiijid to QHibelKsh the scene. The Wear 
flows at the foot of these banks ;, but it, 
waiiteJrke ckaniess and rapidity of the 
' Scotch rivers, to please those who have 
mieBkly beim »ccu9tamcd t9 view 
*he«n.* • 

The cathedra! is' a m^giiifefiec^t piie of 
building. ^ It is 41 1 feet long and m hi 
breadth. It contairas three aisles, whicli 
ha^>e a ^at^ly ^nd nobJe appearance. ' li^ 
Ifhe^ eastern Me were ^£i»rm^t|r mrtt 
altars ; in^ the south fetir, ai¥d iti the 
middle one, dedicated to St. Cuthbert ; 
there is a superb marble -fount* Th6 
dbapieejb aod s^ltar-piqoe are of stone,, cut 
into) oiarioiais (^en> t^rk : b^ind thi 
aBftat fbriiicfrfy stood tlie shrine of St. 

^ Mr. Vi'-— — totd me thtft ^ben Ur. Jbhi^ort 
visited my father at Durha^, oh Bis ^ay to Sccnkiidf 
his remark on the stri^cture of tlie cathedra! was its 
^}^& ** /amoQft for rocky solidity, and indisterminat§ 
duration.*' 

voi.^ il. * A ' 
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Cuthbert. The body is now interred in 
a vault beneath. • 

The venerable Bede's remains are de- 
posited in this cathedral. 

The service is performed with more. 

** The body of St. Cutbbert (says the cc«dulous 
catholic^ Dr. MilDer)i was first nd^std from bis 
torab» in the upland of Lindislfarne, eleven years 
after Lis deatb, which took: place in the desart island 
€>f Fame, in the year 687 ; and on that occastoo, it 
is reported by Bedip, in his Ecclesiastical History, 
and in t>Oth bis Prose and his Metrical Lii^ of St, 
Cuthbert, to have been incorrupt. Having been at* 
terwards removed, toucher with the episcopal see, 
to Durham, it was, with great pomp and publicity, 
examined by the then Bishop of that see, a second 
time, 418 years after the death of St. Cutbbert, 
which corresponds with the year llOSr during the 
reign of . Henry I. at which time it was ag^ fottml 
ificorrupty with the limbs flexible, and the vestments 
entire, as Simeon of Durham testifies; who declares,, 
that he not only saw, but handled the body. The 
same facts are reported by William of Mahnesbury, 
Roger Hoyedon» and other original writers, who 
w^re either contemporaries with these facts, or lived 
very near the times when they happened.**— Arch «- 

OLOOIAt OE MI8CBLLANKPUS TRACTS %SLiiTINO 
TO AVTWUXTY. 
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solemnity and apparent piety here than I 
have observed in other cathedrals which 
I have visited. After attending publie wor- 
ship yesterday mornings I accompanied the 
Rev. Mr. W— r to GokeDj formerly a fine 
seat, but at present converted into asanc^ 
tuary for a few of the Carmelite nuns who 
took refuge in England at the period of the 
French Revolution. The sequestered 
situation of this beautiful place is most 
happily formed for the convenience of 
its present possessors. Remote from the 
high road, the house is situatecj in woods, 
which clothe the rocks that spread along 
the margin of the river. When tlie for- 
mer possessor lived at Coken, I am- told 
this spot was visited by all stranger^, 
being the principal object in the neigh- 
bourhood of Durham worth their obser- 
vation. Finchale Abbey, now in a ruin- 
ous <:ondition, is happily placed on the 
borders of the riv^r } and though its 
dimensions are inconsiderable, yet its 
open arches, festooned with ivy, render 

M 2' 
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Thtt sde&efry is Idvely ; and to iSVo^e 
]p^*SdM whd^ l^e ^)4y 6«ea eEeci^s^ttiefd 
td padt^mt d^ef^tsv thfe drrersfiig^fd wiii^ 
iagsf ^{ ^e i4vef htnee^* the sh^lyk^g 

whith fbPtii^ alWays^ ^e^ rbmaHtie aiid 

TRfe iriiMMikHnr of CbteM dtkfh& en de- 

1t^ cKfaract^iistic of tfce liSfe' to whicftt it is 
1i»9f A^pMpriBted i a^nd itt former titMs 
it w»tke dcene oftAesii^rai^misterffii* 
ftf % 6dodfick. 

Oh duf attrival We? irete AeNWi ittte a 

* ** iJmgh¥vtiseyi Bffclt<)[y of Ehflriiflto), isfbjriinffe 
called theibundar of .FMK>ftale Prtopyi biit Taoaer 
givifs that honor to his son Hcjinyty^ who,. about the' 
year 1 196, settled liere a prior and monks of the Be- 
nedicli^ie order, subordinate to ]Durham*'' 



T&x all 4)f tbem tibe .%uir^'jof K)iir Suvii^ur 
W4^s thiB fflost pr^nuiw^t. The ^iorei^ 
and sub-prioress, on thak «ftt»«cet-fl«feftd 
til^ be»ediiOtio» of die Rev. JMlr>. W-h-« — , 
9Rh1 tbeB most co^jtrte^tu^V ^ddfea^ej^ia^f^ 
I^i^peetat^ to hfiw se^a i^se h^um w^b 

and an air ami ' is^nnet aoieoin :udi.i» 
BEwed ^ bnt iimrt wa;s »s^ mttc^ ttiafive 
ei^erfiikKSfi in "kbek looks f>sQ mv^^ 
in ihmr ideportment sail ^ddxem^ thtfe^ 
cxnept by tflidr babit, I /^hp^Jdimt j«i«r6 
considered them of a dii&r£9t fiufth Aotai 
m^^ i mQver mw mjmom: tomfiful 
or intereptkig;t^)a]iitenaa3x:G dian tiiattitf 
ib^ s]^bfpifte»res&. Tinew wn sametbing 
.uigfiUe^n tfee esipresskm of bier ^yea^ asd 
Iwyoke il^ :i9eimity of l)er mind. . Hixr 
smile mas «afti3?«tiiag9 and the roses tm 
her cbeekb told bdw .mudi luxury aod 
iaduigratre jas a fo^ jito beallii. There 
^asjso piiKd'Mtmtenance, nomink^n eye 
or ism^M in bee. appeanuace. 
This deacriptiisttis nottiw hif^ ccdonr* 
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ing of romance^but the most simple truth ; 
this nun, I was afterwards informed 
by all who have seen her, is considered 
extremely beautiful. 

Hie coarse dark brown garment she 
wore, close head-dress, and black veil, 
contrasted with the whiteness of the linen 
that shrouded her face, tended rather to 
embellish than disguise hen 

There are five and twenty nuns in this 
convent; they are of the Carmelite .<»:» 
4er, the same which Madame de la Val* 
liere assumed when she withdrew from 
the court of Lewis XIV. 

These nuns came from Lieers in ^Rbh^ 
Jievs^ two leagues from Antwerp. 

These females were clothed in a very 
.coarse dark brown woollen garment, 
witli long loose sleeves, and beneath were 
habiliments of the same materials, . for 
>they arc not suffered to wear linen* * 

Their shoes were sabotSj very heavy 
apd' clumsy. The prioress told me if 
they could procure even coarser ga«- 
ments tlioy icould prefer them. Rojind 
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their waist is worn a leather girdle^ and 
they always have _ the image of our Sa- 
viour suspended on the cross, fastened to 
their i:obes, as near the heart as possible. 

The^pjrioress conducted us through a 
long narrow passage, of monastic appear- 
ance, into the refectory, where the table 
was spread with neatness, but in the 
most homely manner. For each of the 
nuns there was set a plate on a coarse 
napkin, with a knife and fork, a horn 
spoon, and an earthen mug. At the b(it- 
tom of the table was placed a death'$ 
head. *^ You see," said th? prioress, 
*^ we. have always a memento mori before 
us/' 

The refectory was hung with about a 
dozen portraits of nuns who had belonged 
to their convent, in their full habit ^ 
each of them bearing a cross. 

From the refectory we were shewn nto 
the chapel, in which place the pri. ess 
addressed her discourse to me in so low 
a whisper that I could not hear a word 
she isaid. The chapel was omamenced 
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with pictures, l>ut all of them -were re- 
presentations of dying Savionrs. The 
oneabove the altar was Jesus on tiie cross^ 
and a female (the foundress of the cgn-' 
vent) kneeling tefore him. The altar 
was decorated with a profu^on of artifi-' 
cij>l flow^rsy made by the nups, aiiff co- 
vered with a rich piece of embroidery, 
worked by one of tKend an hundred years 
ago. 

J wished exceedingly to hisive been ad-" 
luitted to yesp^rs^ and to have ]iehe1d 
their cells, neither of which Aira9.peuhit-^ 
ted ; bi^t t considered myself fortunate, 
in seeing so much, as I understand it is. 
very s^ldoQi the^ will receive strangers. 
And I am indebted to my father*s friend, 
Mr. W ■ > ' , who is of the church of 
Romei for the gratification afforded 
me. 

The Carmelite nuns used always to 
sleep in their coffins, which Madame de 
la Valliere, notwithstanding tlie luxuries 
of a courts to which she had;so long been 
accustomed, regularry adhered to. And 
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thoagh that custom is notTiefe praetise(7^ 
these females lie on nothing better, I km 
told, than a hard pallet. They rise every 
morning at five o^clock to vespers, ^lid 
dine at eleven, nevey taste meat, jand 
fheir greatest indulgence is fish, eggst 
and coffee. 

Yet with all this self-denial, hoW inte- 
resting h their appearance ! how 'fcappy^ 
hW contented their aspect ! Most true 
itifi, fhat 

and how few are our real necessltres, ex-* 
cept those of ^ur 9 wn cheating, . 

On taking leave oFthe nuns at Colcen,^ 
we proceeded to Aydiffheads, the ele.* 

gant villa of F. X ^, Esq, the bro. 

therof my jQriendjs ^t' Slandhall, where 
we spent the day. Afterwards I had the 
gratification of being introduced to the 
Rev, Mr. Grahame, author of the beau- 
tiful poem called " The Sabbath." It was 
a matter of infinite regret to me, not 
having heard this gentleman from thq 
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puI}Ht, for I understood his delivery ia 
as eloquent, as it is pious and impres- 
sive. Such I should readily believe to 
be the case, for I seldom have conversed 
with any person, whose discourse ha^ 
excited a stronger wish to have known 
more of him and his lady, as both 
seemed of a superior order of persons. 

One, of a very different description, 
drank tea with my friends the other even- 
ing ; this was Count Borowlaski, who> 
for many years, exhibited himself to the 
public, and ia allowed to be tiie m(M; 
perfect IJlliputiaQ that has ^ver ti^en 
seen* The count ia now in hid seventy- -' 
second year; but so full, of iiviicityi 
pleasantness, and good br^e^^g, asi to 
render him a most entertaining jcofn- 
panion; and he may be .epnaidet^d one 
of the greatest natural ^prodigi^ of the 
present day. > ..; 
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LETTER Lll. 



Stamfordi October 30. 

FaoM Durham I proceeded direct to 
York, where I remained a day, for the 
purpose of visiting the noble Minster. 
This stately structure is allowed to hp 
the handsomest^ as well as the largest, 
cathedral in England^ It stands on 
a wide extent of ground* The length 
is five hundred and twenty-four feet, 
and the breadth of the cross two 
hundred and twenty-twoj the highest 
part one hundred and eighty fi;et The 
west front is adorned with two nob}e 
towers, suppcNTted by a . Gothic arch ; 
and between these towers is the large 
window of beautiful painted glass. Ail 
the windows of this, cathedral are fitted 
with painted glass, finished in the most 
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exquisite manner; the effect producer 
that 

*^ Dim tcli^onsiHelit/* 

which conspires to heighten the gloomy 
grandeur of the magnificent aisles. 

inutile gi eat eart window are repre* 
sentations of different scriptural histories; 
bi^e of a circular foniS, abovfe ^e En- 
trance called the Marygold window, from 
. its colour has a most luminous appearance* 
The choir is divided by a curious stOB^ 
Screen, the front cff w^ich h omamrented 
with statues of the Kings 'ctf •England', 
from WiUiam the <;:;onqneror to Henry 
the Sixth. Above iB the organ. The 
altar is ascended by a ffight of steps, anfl 
the %ody df iJie i:>burch is paved witli 
black and white marble ; it has a good 
effect 

' Hie cbapter-housfe is iGrolJiic, and in 
Ibrm oct4g6n. It is die only one I have 
ever seen without ^n elliptic^ jiiHar in 
tbe centte *tb Bupport the roof. It is 
lighted 'by fteven windows; painted lii 
fine taste. 



It is saitf, isfet' wHeSi Pdp^^ Pitft "^tfe 
Sectfna liettrrned ^tfi His ^rtribfesjr M 
Scotknd, an* visftied thk caUiiedkl"aAi4 
cftapter4i6use, he caHed i< ^6 ' iftf«W; 
beautiful and grandie^ edifice- i^ *ffif* 
Hnivtefse. , ' ' ■;' ' ' , 

Hie dty fe orf a plain j sfntfccJiiteim 
few spaci'oiM orhantfeom^ lot^ihg'stredfe, 
Ott tlie b^nks of ttife Ous^e thef^ isUn 
agreeabfe graVefwalk, aftovest mife ifi 
tengfh^ ^icii itf ^a-ded by fifty; inne 
tr^^fe's." •'. . ' '^ *' ' 

At Durham X begatt t6 Wllwf Stetisffife 
of the change lii ftie language ind* gene- 
ral aspect of things. Oft ^vjtodng^ intb 
YoribAire, the rich t^OodfefidS, feWi!fe 
irieads, witfr tliia cleafl fernf-h^TQises' tind 
ruratvilFages, in wfiici die lJfl(i^lle*t' Crtt- 
fage bes{>eak rieathfe'SS and'comforti cai^- 
hot Be passcdT over ^itliotff oBser^ifJoiS, 
so striking is ihe contrast* in the t^o 
countries. 

Nottinghamshire is a cbeerfiil rich 
county. Newark is situated on the Trent, 
which is one of the finest English rivers. 
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Hie castle^ now a ruin, appears to have 
beea a stately structure, and to have 
been of considerable strength. Its lofty 
and extensive battlements bespeak its 
fiirir^er magnificence. 

The church, which was built by King 
Henry the Fourth, is a handsome struc- 
ture ; the spire is exceedingly noble. 

From Newark I passed into Lincoln- 
shire. This county has little claim to 
beauty in its scenery, being flat and 
marshy. Grantham is a large place, of 
some antiquity i and like all die English 
towns, contains a handsome church. 
Indeed, even the villages derive con- 
sequence from those noble buildings. 

iStamford, which is a good looking 
town, contains, several fine churches. 
Situated about a mile from it, is Bur- 
leigh, the ancient and magnificent seat 
of the Marquis of Exeter. 
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LETTER LIII. 



Weymouth Stieeti November, 1810. 

Set down again in this vast metro- 
polis, and having terminated a tour 
fraught, it is to be hoped, with some 
instruction as well as amusement, I 
shall now take my leave of your Ladyr 
ship. Whether it will he JinaUy^ rests 
with the public to determine. If the 
scenery described, the remarks, anec- 
dotes, and historical facts recorded,' 
meet with approbation, and tend to in- 
terest and please, from thefidelity of the 
narrative contained in the foregoing 
pages ; then, perhaps, I may be induced 
at some future period to extend my 
excursions into the more interior parts of 
Scotland. 

With the highest respect. Madam, 
for those virtues which dignify and adorn 



your character, I have the honor to sub- 
scribe myself* 

Your Ladyship's 
truly obliged, 
^ * •' and obedient ftaitfblfe Servant, 
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^AD G;|bai»«irBTMi«K^Tb^ ibllawii^g authentic 
particulars ^fibe early life x)f ibis distiiiguidfted cha* 
racter are subjoined in addition to tbe original isoh. 
fiafmatioAed in page .154^ vol. 2. 

Francis Garden, ^second son to- ■ i ■ Gacdeo^ 
ofXriHiPr ^vas bora Slst Jnm^ 1761* ia Writer's 
Cpiixt).£diiiburgb, in wbicbci^.bis father, mbo tben 
followed tbe profession of tbe law, rjQsided* He rtr 
c«iTed:ihR first riidimettts. of bis ^^^Mion .frcn a 
private tjator in i>is .grandfather'^ Jbouse^of Tj-oiip^ io 
AberdeejQshjone. From tbence be wad Jeat to tbp 
^ubU^school of .Fav«raiir in ^tbs.sanie cqai^y, tbjp 
4«utioa< of «vbicb bml Mcmiied at Ibat p^ipd vciy 
jfaftr^k^Vrity, (Mid. in «bick.in.aj^ ivbp.af^rwardf 
:B»ade.a>diitJOgui|[h<d.48!MR in ILfia received, tbe main 
lassfAtialpinls (9f Ibeii adocatipii, particularly ibefr 
Jeiasrtedge-pf lbe.l,aun bup^tiag^^ for tbe (teacbi^ f f 
vikifAt ilMinMiater/of^ibaliiemimry.was t])en;p#$<i^^ 



« Jj^ tbe 4ef^ j^f . die niasfer . of. tbia ^cbool« 1^. 

,f3ai4ea.W|^ xMaavod to tbe,public^cbQol of Fpr^ejs, 

in Morayshire^ where he remained till he went to 

£dinburgb College, in the year 1736. From college 

^be went to attand the classes in difierent branches of 
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jurisprudence, to qualify him for appearing at the 
bar ; and to which, after the usual coune of previous 
study, he was culled, uith the highest opinion of his 
genius amJ information, by thowi who then occupied 
the Bench of the Courts of Session and Justiciary. 
His superior talents at the bar very soon attracted 
atteution, and piocured him the diilingtf^shed shaa- 
tion of King's Counsel, and Sheriff of Kincardine- 
shire. ... 

In this county he purchased, and afterwards 
greatly improved, his estate of Johnston, to trhfch 
^hii favourite village of Lawrencekirt tras an appen- 
dage. His appointments as one of the Senators of 
the College of Justice, :ind a* Judge of the Court of 
Justichiry, id tcirtland, by the title of Lord Garden^ 
stone, called forth those' energn-s of character, an<} 
Ifga! in&tnlatlon; as ajurfge, by which he was so 
eminently and jn^ly distinguished.— .Lawrrncekfrk is 
alsothebinh*pkceofDr.Beattir. Hk$ parents wer^ 
in obscure )if^, hut were possessetl of superior int^* 
lecjual endowments. Dt: Beattie o«ied the fir^ 
tudSments of hift education toihe parish school of 
Lawrencektrk, from whence he removed to the Maria, 
chsd Colli^ge, Aberdeen, where he studied in the 
Gfefefccti^ under Principal BlacfcweB. Dr.Beattie's 
ffiature attainments, and the reputation he so ^stly 
ae^uire^ as a poet aad a philosopher, axe alreacTy 
known. • . • ' 



LUNATIC ASYLUM, ABERDEEM. 

the importance of the subject induces me to annex 
here the fo))owiag statetii«n|^ wkict^may be lidded %o 
\4 hat n mentioned at page 71-' 

There is at present prcommodafion in tbi$ asylum 
for. forty patients. It may be incrc^^ at pleasure, 
or as the foods may admit. There are about t>«.o 
acres of ground aimexed to it. Fifteen pounds ster- 
ling, .per annum is the lowest rate of board, twenty 
pounds the second, and twenty-five the third ; pay- 
ment aboTe tht3tc is as circumstances will allow. At 
present there are patients in the charily, -fen i in the 
fifteen pound rate, twenty ; at twenty po|inds> six ; 
aTid at twenty-five pounds, ihrce* 

The ifunds from vikkh the grooikd was pucshased, 
and the buildings erected, which stand in the hospi- 
tal's book at threo thousand pounds, were raised by 
the voluntary and charitable contribution, soWly of 
the citizens of Aberdeen, The charge is supporW yi 
part from the same source, but cbiefiy fron^pa^* 
menta made by the patients admitted. The geperal ' 
inanagement is under the superintendence of the 
Managers of the Infirmary, of which the care of in« 
. sane persons was.originally a branch ; but for ifhom 
till the year 1800, the only accomno^tion ^[as a 
few cells in the ground floor, and tbeir only^ attend, 
ance from the nurses of the infiimary. Convinced of 
the injury done to the other patients, by insane per* 
sons being under the same roof with then^ the Ma- 
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nagen were led to turn their thoughts to an institii« 
lion . «f lA A :at)|iQj^ribt^. AC^df]^jii^flri/t)i>» ' aifd of 
^hich the ex pence is now kept distinct from that of 
the infirmary. Hie Trustees ' of Baillie Cargill gave 
^.1128 1 8«. 6d. as a donation, and John EWn, Esq, 
£, 50, which have since oeen airgmented hy nunl^erous 
other donations ahd'Jegacies, 'luch*as tlibse of )Kfr. J« 
Cusbnieof j^,iiOO, arid Mr. /). fitawkihi 'Browne, 
^.'300, Sec. A Treasurer is appointed,^ wlio is ac- 
countable foraiJI receipts and dibbursemcnts; 

Two of the physicians in this place voluntarily 
undertook, and have, since 'the commencement of th6 
Tnstitutio'n/gratuitously taken charge of the medical 
department* By a regulation of the' Institution, a 
report of the patients' Is adnually to be liia^ to the 
magistrates, and they are invited td inspect the hospital, 
indeed,' diey are, l)y tHe oncihal charter, appbinted 
Inanagers, along' with the professors of medicine Hi 
•A^ university; and dther official persons from the 
'different Societies of the cotemutiity, )snd* donors to 
th^ Charity, the fe^ulatibns kni hiana|«$meDt Jf 
*AcHiou»e ate )^^fiiite;S. 
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